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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
We extend in the name of Christ, a welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.  
May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.  If you are 
seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 
 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                          EARTH AND ALL STARS                    ELW #731 
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GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  YOURS, LORD, IS THE GLORY   ELW #849 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  Let us pray.  

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to 
love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is 
precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 
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+ WORD + 

FIRST READING          Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumula-
tion of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he 
asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoy-
ment is a gift from God. 

 2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to 
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God 
has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under 
the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to 
those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet 
they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This 
also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of 
my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and 
knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This 
also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with 
which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a 
vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 49:1-12  Read responsively 
1Hear this, | all you peoples; 
  give ear, all you who dwell | in the world, 
2you of high de- | gree and low, 
  rich and | poor together. 
3My mouth shall | speak of wisdom, 
  and my heart shall meditate on | understanding. 
4I will incline my ear | to a proverb 
  and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.   



6 

 

Why should I be afraid in | evil days, 
  when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me, 
6the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess, 
  and boast of | their great riches? 
 7One can never re- | deem another, 
  or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life; 
8for the ransom of a life | is so great 
  that there would never be e- | nough to pay it, 
 9in order to live forev- | er and ever 
  and never | see the grave. 
10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish 
  and leave their wealth to those who come | after them. 
11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to     
 generation, though they had named lands af- | ter themselves. 
12Even though honored, they cannot | live forever; 
  they are like the | beasts that perish.  

 

SECOND READING             Colossians 3:1-11 

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized 
shed their old clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of 
greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 
1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glo-
ry. 
 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is com-
ing on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when 
you were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, 
malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed your-
selves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image 
of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and un-
circumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
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P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  ELW p. 205 

GOSPEL LESSON               Luke 12:13-21 

P.  The holy gospel according to Luke the 12th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against 
identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s 
relationship with God. 
 
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbi-
trator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds 
of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he 
told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to 
himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will 
do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
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many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
 

Many people in the United States have such an abundance of possessions that they 
don’t even notice it. It feels normal to have things in excess. For others in the same cul-
ture, paying rent or the mortgage and having enough to buy food is a struggle. Scarcity 
is a daily reality. 

Someone in the crowd asked Jesus, “Tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me” (Luke 12:13). It feels urgent. Is he being impatient? Is his brother refusing to 
give him a fair share of the estate? Is he being greedy? Is he desperate because he is 
unable to pay his debts or care for his children? 

We don’t know who is living in abundance of possessions and who is living in scarcity in 
this story. Whether we are rich or poor, greedy or needy, we can fall into the trap of 
thinking that an abundance of possessions is what life must be about. Having enough 
to live and be safe is important for everyone. But having as much as possible while oth-
ers go without is outside of God’s good intentions for human community. 

Jesus points beyond abundance of possessions to finding the key to life in an abun-
dance of something else: being “rich toward God” (v. 21). What could this mean? First, 
it means knowing that God provides abundantly for us and for all, so we live with grati-
tude to God for all we have. Second, it means knowing our only true security is in God’s 
love and grace, which we always have. Third, it means responding to the God of abun-
dance with the same generosity toward others. Being rich toward God means being 
generous toward our neighbors. 

Why is this the key to life, and not abundance of possessions? Because we are created 
to live in relationship with God and each other. And in living generously toward each 
other we participate in the goodness of God. That is the richness of life. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN      ELW #686 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring reconciliation 
and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary profes-
sors, and all who provide instruction for the building up of your church. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief 
and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nour-
ish the land and all its habitants. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. 
Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military personnel, po-
lice, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life, 
bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical 
distress (especially). Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring 
abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give 
them clarity for the work of ministry in this place. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by their 
example of faithful living to set our minds on things above 

and to be rich in love toward you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your stead-
fast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

Amen. 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
 

OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful     ELW #184  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A.   Let us pray. God of abundance: 
C. you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, 
       strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
       in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
 

LAMB OF GOD                     ELW p. 208 
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COMMUNION HYMN(S) HERE I AM TO WORSHIP                   CONTEMPORARY 
    ALL WHO HUNGER                                 ELW #461 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A.  Life-giving God, 
C.   through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 
       Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come   
       to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
 

BLESSING 

P.   The God of peace God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 
       and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY                      ELW #705 
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DISMISSAL 
P.   Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally over-
whelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard 
against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been 
raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that 
are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encour-
agement of God’s word.  

 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
 

Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221 
Monday, August 8, 2022 
Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for 
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the church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called Do-
minicans) devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Verlene Urekar, Judy Barhoover, Donna Lane, Jay Edgecomb,  
Elaine Urekar, Jim Harris 

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to 
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR 
call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 
 

ZOOM MEETINGS / IN-PERSON EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 31  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     

 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JULY 31 
Assisting Minister:  Mike Horn 
Ushers:  Ron & Susan Krause 
Video:  Linda Rice 
Camera: Janet Kocis 
Musician: Brenda Peck 
Presiding & Preaching: Pastor Mary Zupansic 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS PLACED  
To the glory of God. 
We have lots of Sundays available for flower sponsors! 
Call the church office.  
 
 

BIRTHDADYS  
July 31—Annie Allen-Jones 
August 1—Mark Younggren 
August 3—Catherine Smith 
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Watch for a specific list of food & hygiene items. 
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HELP US KEEP 
OUR

MICROPANTRY
STOCKED

Non-perishables 
may be put directly in the 
pantry or dropped off in 

the church office.

Sundays@6
Adult Faith Formation

Beginning July 10

6 to 7 p.m. on Zoom

For details contact

Debi and Pete Ellersten

Edmund.ellertsen85@gmail.com

Or 217-793-2587
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 
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