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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and 
strengthens our call to discipleship. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE — Fling Wide the Gates, John Stainer, Roger C. Wilson, arr., © 1973 Lorenz 
Publishing Co.            Organist  — Brenda Peck 

 

+ GATHERING + 
 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St Mark 11:1-11 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount 
of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead 
of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never 
been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just 
say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away 
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some 
of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told 
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the 
colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 
9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna! 
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  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
  11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

+ THE BLESSING OF THE PALMS + 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by 
those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and  
those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so  
that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the  
same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
and forever. 
Amen. 

Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN                     All Glory, Laud and Honor  (vv 1,3,5)              ELW #344 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 
to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to 
share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. To-
day’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated 
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with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in 
God’s steadfast love. 

 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN                                        Jesus, I will Ponder Now (vv 1)                                 ELW #345 
 

 Jesus, I will ponder now 
 on your holy passion; 
 let your Spirit now endow 
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 me for meditation. 
 Grant that I in love and faith 
 may the image cherish 
 of your suff'ring, pain, and death, 
 that I may not perish. 

 
A READING OF THE PASSION ACCORING TO THE GOSPEL OF ST. MARK 

 

The congregation may take a moment for silent meditation on the 
 passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Hymns sung during Passion Reading: 
 

Go To Dark Gethsemane (vv 1)           ELW #347 
  

 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 
 your Redeemer's conflict see. 
 Watch with him one bitter hour; 
 turn not from his griefs away; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (vv 1, 3)          ELW #351 
  

 O sacred head, now wounded, 
with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, 
what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 
 

      What language shall I borrow 
to thank thee, dearest friend, 
for this thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever, 
and should I fainting be, 
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Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love to thee. 
 

Were You There (vv 1,3,5)            ELW #353 
 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 
TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Beneath the Cross of Jesus         ELW #338 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need. 
 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM — Hosanna! Hosanna!    Joseph M. Martin 
            © 2007 by Lorenz Publishing Co.           Vioin — Jean Tweet 
 

+ THE MEAL + 

 

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS             Scan the QR Code to give. 
 
 

 
 
OFFERING HYMN       Create in Me a Clean Heart        ELW #186 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray.  Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.  We pray 
this in your name.  Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the 
tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW P.144 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
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        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

 
        For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Bread for the journey! 
A feast for hungry hearts.  Come! 
 
LAMB OF GOD           ELW P.146 
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COMMUNION SONG  Sing Hosanna     Video Song 
    Where Charity and Love Prevail     ELW # 359 

 
TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray, Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,  
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 

Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 
and ☩  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                       ELW #631 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE — The Palms, Jean Baptiste Faure, Albin C. Whitworth, arr., © 1981 Lil-
lenas Publishing Co.            Organist — Brenda Peck 
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Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts 
are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
 
 

THIS WEEK, THE CENTER OF THE CHURCH’S YEAR, IS ONE OF STRIKING CONTRASTS: 
JESUS RIDES INTO JERUSALEM SURROUNDED BY SHOUTS OF GLORY, ONLY TO BE LEFT 
ALONE TO DIE ON THE CROSS, ABANDONED BY EVEN HIS CLOSEST FRIENDS. MARK’S 
GOSPEL PRESENTS JESUS IN HIS COMPLETE HUMAN VULNERABILITY: AGITATED, 
GRIEVED, SCARED, FORSAKEN. THOUGH WE LAMENT CHRIST’S SUFFERING AND ALL 
HUMAN SUFFERING, WE ALSO EXPECT GOD’S SALVATION: IN THE WINE AND BREAD, 
JESUS PROMISES THAT HIS DEATH WILL MARK A NEW COVENANT WITH ALL PEOPLE. 
WE ENTER THIS HOLY WEEK THIRSTY FOR THE COMPLETION OF GOD’S ASTONISHING 
WORK. 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:  

 
 

 
 
 

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,  
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,  

GENE WALKER, BILL SPINDEL, NANCY KIEL, RAY STROH, 
VALERIE SPURGEON, DIANE CHRISTELL, PASTOR MARY,  

RON AND SANDY GUPPY 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please 
fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-
7646.   Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF MARCH 24: 
 

PRESIDING AND PREACHING:  PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC   
ASSISTING:  AMANDA KIM  
USHERS:  ANDREA BERRYMAN, VERN KLEEN 
CAMERA:  MIKE HORN 
POWERPOINT:  TRICHA ROACH 
MUSICIAN:  BRENDA PECK 
REFRESHMENTS:  SUE GLINTBORG 
FLOWERS:   ANNIE ALLEN-JONES  — IN CELEBRATION OF HARRISON’S 13TH  
     BIRTHDAY 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

 SUNDAY, MARCH 24  IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM 
    DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM   
    FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27 NO CHOIR PRACTICE THIS WEEK 
THURSDAY, MARCH 28 MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE — 5:30PM  
FRIDAY, MARCH 29  GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE — 6:00PM 
SUNDAY, MARCH 31  EASTER SUNDAY 
    IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM 
    EASTER EGG HUNT AFTER WORSHIP! 
 
SUNDAYS@6 WILL NOT MEET THE WEEKS OF MARCH 24 AND MARCH 31.  THEY WILL 
RESUME AGAIN ON APRIL 7. 
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Easter Food Baskets for Blackhawk School  

Food Baskets will be packed at Grace Food Pantry and delivered to Blackhawk 

on Wednesday, March 27.   This is the last week and we are collecting Macaro-

ni and Cheese.  Monetary donations are also accepted. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

EASTER 
SUNDAY, 
MARCH 31
AFTER 9:30AM 
WORSHIP!!!
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Fold Your Own Palm Cross—Here are simple directions for folding your palm leaf in-

to a cross. Give it a try!  Take your palm leaf or palm cross home with you and display 

it in a place that will remind you of the events of Holy Week. Allow the palm to invite 

you into reflecting on the sacrifice that our Lord Jesus Christ offered for each of us—a 

reminder of His tremendous love for us.   
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson St. 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 

EASTER SUNDAY, 
MARCH 31, 2024

9:30AM  
IN-PERSON AND 
LIVESTREAMING

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, IL


