


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and 
encourage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and ser-
vice. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 



and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN    Kyrie       ELW p. 184 



GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH        ELW #P 159 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 

ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring 
forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 
A reading from Zephaniah. 
 
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, 
however, which comes from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah 
and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s salvation is at hand. 
 

14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against 
you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your 
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 17The Lord, your God, is in 
your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he 
will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of 
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
19I will deal with all your oppressors  at that time. And I will save the lame and 
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the 
earth. 20At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I re-
store your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
  for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
 3With joy you will draw water 



  from the wells of salvation.  
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this 
name is exalted. 
 5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7 
 
A reading from Philippians. 
 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he 
urges his friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with 
the hope that they will experience God’s joy and peace. 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   ELW  p. 188 

 



GOSPEL LESSON                                                              Luke 3:7-18 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 3rd Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that prepa-
ration for God’s reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful 
justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity. 
 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vi-
pers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of re-
pentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked 
him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two 
coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do like-
wise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, 
what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount pre-
scribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and 
be satisfied with your wages.” 15As the people were filled with expectation, and 
all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 



but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So, with many other exhorta-
tions, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
Right off the bat we see why Hallmark has a robust industry in Christmas cards 
and not Advent cards.  “Happy Advent, You Brood of Vipers” might not sell too 
well as a holiday card, but these words are certainly a wake-up call for the audi-
ence of John the Baptizer.   
 
With this abrupt beginning, it seems weird that the reading ends with “So, with 
many other exhortations, [John] proclaimed the good news to the people.” What 
part of brood of vipers is good news?  Biblically speaking, calling someone a de-
scendent of the treacherous serpent of Eden is no compliment.  The blow is not 
softened by the following lines, which proclaim wrath, judgement, and the peo-
ple’s need to repent.  This is strong language, meant to grab the people’s atten-
tion and wake them up to their sinfulness and the suffering in the world around 
them. 
 
It’s a wonder that John was such a popular preacher.  He essentially begins his 
sermon with “SINNERS!  Here’s how you’ve got it all wrong!”  Nevertheless, John 
grabs our attention, and then unquestionably shares the good news. (He really 
does!)  After this weird viper start, John lays out God’s bold vision for the 
world.  In this world resources are shared, the wealthy aren’t predatory, and the 
powerful aren’t violently coercive.  The poor are uplifted and the powerful are 
humble and responsible with their means.  This is good news!   
 
The gospel critiques power.  The gospel turns the world upside down and lifts up 
the lowly.  We who hear this good news are meant to bear witness, so that the 
gospel holds communities, individuals, and political powers accountable to God’s 
way of justice. good news, or gospel, is a bold statement from its very incep-
tion.  It has deep cultural, personal, and political ramifications which turn every-
thing upside down.  



And isn’t that exactly what John does? Those with possessions, tax collectors, sol-
diers, you and me…  John doesn’t let us get off easy. He asks great things of those 
who hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. John turns our self-centeredness upside 
down.  
 
This text may seem heavy and out of place.  Here we are, in a season of  hope and 
 joy, expectantly anticipating Christmas.  Today is even called “Gaudete Sunday”  
across the church, meaning “Rejoice Sunday.”  Yet Advent is more than the run up  
to Christmas.  John’s message calls us vipers and asks a lot of us.  Still,  this  
reading gives us reason to rejoice.  Even as John gives us a challenging wake-up  
call, the Good News is that there IS Good News—even for vipers. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          Open Your Ears, O Faithful People                ELW #519 



 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 



yearn for God’s presence. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. 
Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Guide 
the work of candidacy and call committees. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life 
into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up proph-
ets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the free-
dom found in generosity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Attend to any who are 
hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace. By 
the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with 
you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 



+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
OFFERING HYMN      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  ELW #184 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, 
C. we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ 
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Re-
deemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 



 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.   Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 191 

CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS  God with Us              Ingram | Jordon 



  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (vv 1-4,8)            ELW # 257 



   Wait for the Lord (repeats)    ELW # 262 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS  Holy One, Now Let Your Servants Go 



BLESSING 
P. The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom 
we wait. 

C. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    All Earth Is Hopeful                          ELW #266 

 
 



DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 



Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for sing-
ing. The nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoic-
ing. The coming of one “more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in 
hand, is good news—and cause for exultation—for us who are being saved. Great 
joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent.  
 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Monday, December 13 —Lucy, martyr, died 304 
Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions un-
der Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden 
and Norway, perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") origi-
nally fell on the shortest day of the year. 
 
Tuesday, December 14—John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591 
John was a member of the Carmelite monastic order, and worked to reform it. His 
writings reflect a deep interest in mystical thought and meditation. 
 
Thursday, December 16—Las Posadas (LLC) 
This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from the "posadas," or 
lodgings, sought by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their search is reenacted in a 
neighborhood, unsuccessfully, until finally they are welcomed in, and a party com-
mences. 

 
THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 

Verlene Urekar,  Jim Neal, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Esther Spindel 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 



ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 
SUNDAY, DEC 12   In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
 
TUESDAY, DEC 14  Evangelism Committee—6:00pm—Via Zoom 
 
THURSDAY, DEC 16  Church Council—6:00pm 
 
SUNDAY, DEC 19   In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

 

 
ASSISTING THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 12: 

Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 
 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Elizabeth Mitchell 

Ushers: Andrea Berryman & Joe Henkle 










