


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepara-
tion. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 



your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG O Tender God, Have Mercy   Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan 
 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us. 
O living Christ, have mercy, for you will heal us. 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us, 
For you are for us. 
 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us. 
O living Christ, have mercy, for you will heal us. 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us, 
For you are for us. 
 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us. 
O living Christ, have mercy, for you will heal us. 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us, 
For you are for us. 
 
© 2004 This Here Music (ASCAP) 
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GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW P. 204 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your 

grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing 
you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given 
to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Is-
rael from Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to 
do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a 
new Exodus. 



16Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 
17who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot 
rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18Do not remember the former 
things, or consider the things of old. 19I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert. 20The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give 
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 
21the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 126 
 1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for  
        them.” 
 3The Lord has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
 5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
A reading from Philippians. 
 
Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could 
give him more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedi-
gree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values. 
 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 



Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a per-
secutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever 
gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, 
I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a right-
eousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12Not that I 
have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            (Sung to the tune of Canticle of the Turning) 
 

“Return to me,” so Says Our God. 
“Return with broken heart.  

Your sins, your guilt, your fears, your tears, will not keep us apart. 
I am slow to anger, full of love, for sinners great and small. 

Return to me with arms outstretched, I welcome one and all.” 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                                                           John 12:1-8 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 12th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ 
feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression 
of love and an anticipation of his burial. 
 



1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, 
and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly 
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume 
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said 
this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her 
alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always 
have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 
” 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
In this story Mary exemplifies what it means to be a disciple, even though what 
she does may seem insignificant, even wasteful. Mary demonstrates her devotion 
to Jesus not through her words but through her simple actions, actions which ac-
tually have big implications. Anointing, the act of applying oil or other ointment, 
was a common ritual practice at this time. This ritual was used especially after 
death to prepare a body for burial.  
 
When Mary anoints Jesus she anticipates his coming death, something his disci-
ples have not yet caught onto. Mary, with Judas as witness, is the one who pre-
pares Jesus for his final days on earth.  The very next day, Jesus triumphantly en-
ters Jerusalem while those who eventual betray him cheer.  
 
Mary anoints Jesus with abundant belief that what she does matters. She pre-
pares Jesus for something for which she herself is not yet prepared. Mary anoints 
Jesus in the midst of a world that will kill him. She chooses abundance in a world 
of violence and scarcity. Mary chooses healing in a world that was and is broken.  
 
It is an act of faith to tend to small, seemingly insignificant things in fervent hope 



 that God can turn them into something life giving. It is an act of love to gather up  
elements like anointing oil—perhaps soil, seed, and water—and repurpose them  
for new life. It’s a reminder that God can take our small acts and turn them into  
something redemptive and healing, even if we don’t always understand how or  
why.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (vv 1-3,5)      ELW #334 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the 
gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give 
us courage in the face of change. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environ-
mental catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard.  Merci-
ful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from 
working together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration 
among the nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 



Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or 
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle 
with money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick. We pray 
for those on our prayer list and all who have asked for our prayers. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understand-
ing of the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver 
us especially from the scourge of racism. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of 
his resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints who have attained the prize of 
their heavenly call. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 
+ THE MEAL + 

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church.  
We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit  
from you bank. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  Create in Me a Clean Heart        ELW #186 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Extravagant God, 
C. you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your 

feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer 
here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P.   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 144 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled. 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 146 

CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS Let There Be Wonder            Matt Redman 
 
   Jesus, the Very Thought of You   ELW # 754 



TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let Us Pray. Blessed Jesus, 
C. in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P. You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for 

the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day 
and always. 

C.   Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross          ELW #335 



DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel 
Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for 
the day of his burial. In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from 
the persecutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises dai-
ly from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.  

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Monday, April 4 —Benedict the African, confessor, died 1589 
Born into slavery on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit until the pope 
ordered all hermits to attach themselves to a monastery, at which time Benedict 
joined the Franciscans. Though illiterate, he was highly respected as a confessor 
and later superior of his community. 
 
Wednesday, April 6—Albrecht Dürer, died 1528; Matthias Grünewald, died 1529; 
Lucas Cranach, died 1553; artists 
These great artists revealed through their work the mystery of salvation and the 
wonder of creation. Dürer's work reflected the apocalyptic spirit of his time. 
Though he remained a Roman Catholic, he was sympathetic to Martin Luther's re-
forming work. Grünewald's paintings are known for their dramatic forms, vivid 
colors, and depiction of light. Cranach's work includes many fine religious exam-
ples and several portraits of Martin Luther. Cranach was also widely known for his 
woodcuts. 
 
Saturday, April 9—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, died 1945 



Bonhoeffer was a German theologian who wrote profoundly, yet in an accessible 
manner. In the Second World War, he became a leader of the Confessing Church 
in Germany that resisted the Nazi movement. Linked to a plot to kill Hitler, he was 
hanged shortly before the end of the war. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Kim Efird, Henry Harms, Jill Blackburn, Harriett Bartlett, Arlyn Lober 

Verlene Urekar, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Maureen Lober, Dee Sandstrom 
Peg Kastner, Jim Titone, Judy Barhoover, Gary Wood, Margaret Wood, 

Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the 
prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must 
have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

 

 
ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 

 

SUNDAY, APR 3  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Drive Thru Communion—11:00 to 11:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, APR 5  Community Service Committee (Zoom) - 5:30pm 
 
SUNDAY, APR 10  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45pm 
 

 
 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF APRIL 3: 
Assisting Minister:  Holly Hansen 

Ushers: Linda Shudrowitz & Doug McFarlan 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 
 

Drive Thru Communion: Elizabeth Mitchell & Michael Gottschalk 












