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Reformation Sunday
Sunday, October 31, 2021

Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA




WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping
with us today. May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and
fellowship. If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining
Peace.

MISSION STATEMENT
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and
encourage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and ser-
vice.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the - Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepa-
ration.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

One of the following or another confession is prayed.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake



God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual.
God’s on - ly Son, a - dored. He holds the field vic - to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev -  er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress



GREETING

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE ELW P. 185
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Let us pray, Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit re-
news the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C. Amen.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah.

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will ex-
pect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend
the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible on-
ly because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a
God who forgets.

*'The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *’It will not be like the covenant
that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband,
says the LORD. *’But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on
their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. *’No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

After the reading:

P. Word of God, word of life.

C. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 46
'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
“Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
“though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
“The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come now, regard the works| of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
“behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world:
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
'%«Be still, then, and know that | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
“"The LoRD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans.

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Refor-
mation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works
of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from
sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held ac-



countable to God. “°For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. “'But now,
apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by
the law and the prophets, “’the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction, “’since all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God; ““they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the re-
demption that is in Christ Jesus, “>whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atone-
ment by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously com-
mitted; “°it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. *’Then what becomes of boasting? It is
excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. “*For we
hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
After the reading:

P. Word of God, word of life.

C. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
_9_#11 ) i
o . .
’i
Al-le-lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
DE —
:Md p- I
J
words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - ia.
GOSPEL LESSON John 8:31-36

P. The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th Chapter.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word.
He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.



*!Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples; ““and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” *They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
**Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. *’The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. *°So if the Son makes you free, you will be free in-
deed.”

P. The gospel of the Lord.

C. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Mary E. Zupansic

GOSPEL REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME

It’s Reformation Sunday, where as a church we give thanks for the reform move-
ment started by Martin Luther and others in the 16th century. One of the many
themes that pops up at this time each year is freedom, often connected to these
words in John: “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

It’s important for us to ask two questions: What are we set free from? What are
we set free for? All too often, Reformation becomes a chance to bash on other
Christians. Often Roman Catholicism becomes a target, as though our freedom
has fully severed us from our church ancestors. At other times, Evangelicals draw
our angst, as though our spiritual descendants have no connection to the reform
movement Luther started. Whatever our freedom is from, it is not from our con-
nections, nor our history, nor those who come after us.

But because of Christ’s intervention, we are free for more than our ancestors
could imagine or determine. Just a few verses before, some disciples wonder how
they, descendants of Abraham, might still need freedom. Their confusion ulti-
mately points to the crux of the scripture: we are connected to the legacy of our
ancestors, but we are not absolutely beholden to it. Christ frees us from the worst
and for the best.

This is true biologically. Think, for instance, of someone like me with a mental ill-
ness. Thanks to my DNA ancestry, I’'m biologically predisposed to a shortage of



natural serotonin that leads me to battle depression and anxiety disorders. That
connection lives on in me. Yet, thanks to medication and counselors, changes to
diet and exercise, and adding faith practices like meditation, my future is not de-
termined by those ancestors alone. Reform is possible in my life thanks to the in-
fluence of others, especially through medical, relational, and physical interven-
tion.

This is also true spiritually. Our tradition is full of profound contributions and des-
perate failures. The Lutheran reformation paved the way for some of the first
schools for girls in Europe, robust social safety nets, and increased knowledge of
religion by lay practitioners. But Luther’s writings also included terribly anti-
Jewish and anti-Muslim rhetoric, as well as critiques of peasants who took politi-
cal authority into their own hands. Such passages became rallying cries for racial
purists in Nazi Germany, the United States, and elsewhere.

Even in our Reformation celebrations, the goodness of our tradition

is accompanied by the failures. We are not free from that tainted legacy. But,
because of God’s work in Jesus Christ, we are free for reform, to make a new way
that admits our connection to that past and sets a different course for the future.
Our ancestors’ failures are real, as are their triumphs. But neither is certain for

us at this present moment, in this new day calling for new reform. Like today’s
sloths, we can climb from the ground of our ancestors to the sky of our future,
reforming and evolving into the creatures God calls us to become.

HYMN OF THE DAY Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast ELWH# 516
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is «cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan - ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit - ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev - ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it vield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775—1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS—Affirmation of Baptism

Rev. Thomas & Patti Christell
Janet Kocis
Paula Tonetello
Larry & Carol Weyrich
Holly Hansen
Regina Neptune

Andrew Spiro

Sally Robey, Associate Member —N
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer
for all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the grace that flows from the
cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for your creation. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation.
Give us the will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who ne-
glect the vulnerable. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who aspire to public office. Pour wisdom and understanding upon
all who govern so that communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.



We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit. Strengthen hospitals,
clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces
of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and
learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, sem-
inaries, and universities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us. Give us
courage through their example to challenge unjust systems and work toward life-
giving reformation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for our new members, Rev. Thomas and Patti Christell, Janet Kocis,
Paula Tonetello, Larry and Carol Weyrich, Holly Hansen, Regina Neptune, Andrew
Spiro and Sally Robey , whom you have drawn to yourself by the love of Jesus
Christ and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us close
together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers , and in service to
others. Hear us O God,

Your mercy is great.

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands;
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.

THE SHARING OF PEACE

P. The peace of Christ be with you always.
C. And also with you.
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.



+ THE MEAL +

OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

P. Let us pray. God of abundance,
C. you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the

heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. ltis right to give our thanks and praise.

P. Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Je-
sus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious res-
urrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners

and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.

LAMB OF GOD
n [ S ]
. = 5 .
o o : o J P ‘}_\
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
n ] |
7 . | | K
o e e - s — :
> —
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
Q | 1 ]
G —— -
= ‘ L s —* | ;
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
0
s — — i
-%9—‘ D — . >
\\\_—_//
sin  of the world; grant us peace.

CONTEMPORARY SONG/HYMNS Freedom Darrell Evans



Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW # 779
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 "Twas  grace that taught  my heart to fear, and
3 Through man - 'y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! | once was lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
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Nnow am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. [—4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW # 512
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
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Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing. Changing Church, Inc.. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

TABLE BLESSING

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

C. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P. Let us Pray, Lord of life,

C. in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
P. People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The
holy Trinity, + one God, bless you now and forever.

C. Amen.
SENDING SONG Rise, Shine, You People ELW # 665
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I Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto -ry; God in him 1is cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round-ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus” glo - ry
Spir - it calls from ev-'ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Music: WOITKIEWIECYZ, Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
P. Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-
served. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5B121760. Scripture excerpts are
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

News You Can Use

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be re-
formed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We cele-
brate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do
this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we
pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK
Sunday, October 31, —Reformation Day
By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a fes-
tival commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a sum-




mary of abuses in the church of his time. At the heart of the reform movement
was the gospel, the good news that it is by grace through faith that we are justi-
fied and set free.

Monday, November 1—All Saints Day

The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church on a single day goes
back at least to the third century. All Saints Day celebrates the baptized people of
God, living and dead, who make up the body of Christ. On this day or the follow-
ing Sunday, many congregations will remember the faithful who have died during
the past year.

Wednesday, November 3—Martin de Porres, renewer of society, died 1639
Martin was the son of a Spanish knight and a freed black slave from Panama. As a
lay brother in the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), he engaged in many charita-
ble works in Lima, Peru. He founded an orphanage, a hospital, and a clinic for cats
and dogs.

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:
Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell)
Verlene Urekar, Alda Beemer, Jim Neal, Cheryl Danner,
Jane (sister of Kim Efrid) , Pete Ellertsen

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added
to our listt please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646. Other than those in the
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified.

Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an individual’s permission to add their
name.

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338.

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, OCT 31 In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am

SUNDAY, NOV 7 In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am
Drive Thru Communion—11:00 to 11:30am



ASSISTING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 31:
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE:
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Mitchell
Ushers: Steve & Lois McConomy
Video: Linda Rice
Camera: Janet Kocis

This weeks Altow Flowersy
Provided by
Rich & Conwnie Frankenfeld
ALTAR flowers o o
[ \X Carl Frankenfeld and
Robert Edlefson .

.,

October 31
Harriett Bartell

November 3
Brian Garrett
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Last Call for updated photos —
please submit by Oct. 31%t

We are updating the
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Committee

Reports due to
the Church

Office by
November 15t

OCTOBER IS
STEWARDSHIP MONTH

Member Update
Information packets may be
returned to the church
office or dropped in the

collection plate on or before
Oct. 315,




All Saints Day Candles

Sunday, November Fth

We are requesting Names for our Saints list to be read during this ser-
vice. If you had a loved one pass away and would like to add them to the
list, please complete the information below and return during In person
Worship, Drive Thru Communion or church office vie email or phone.

Name: Daote of Death

Submitted by:

The deadline for candles is Wednesday, November 3rd.
Please return this form to the church office or
email the information to peace.lutheran@comcast.net
Candles will be lit at Sunday service.



