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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping with   
us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.    
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no se-
crets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                 HOLY SPIRIT, EVER DWELLING               ELW #582 

 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
P.     In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C.     Lord, have mercy. 
P.     For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C.     Lord, have mercy. 
P.     For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
        and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C.     Lord, have mercy. 
P.   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
        let us pray to the Lord. 
C.     Lord, have mercy. 
P.     Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C.     Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW P. 139 
P. Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Let us pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you fa-
vor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving 
behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.    Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security 
of God’s mountain. There God reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people 
in Israel and commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor, Eli-
sha. 
15Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damas-
cus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint 
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of 
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There 
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by 
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him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let 
me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, 
“Go back again; for what have I done to you?” 21He returned from following him, took 
the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled 
their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, 
and became his servant. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 16   Read responsively  

 1Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 
  upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 
 3But those who run after | other gods 
  shall have their troubles | multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods, 
  never take their names up- | on my lips.  
 5O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup; 
  it is you who up- | hold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a | rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night | after night. 
 8I have set the Lord al- | ways before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 
  my body also shall | rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one | see the pit. 
 11You will show me the | path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures  
        forevermore.  
 
SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
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For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the 
invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s 
Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit. 
1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery. 
 
 13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 
14For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that 
you are not consumed by one another. 
 
 16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the 
flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the 
flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 
18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the 
flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, 
and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  ELW p. 142 
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GOSPEL LESSON                     Luke 9:51-62 
P.    The holy gospel according to Luke the 9th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be 
swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a simi-
lar single-mindedness. 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusa-
lem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was 
set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do 
you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55But 
he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village. 
 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherev-
er you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” 
But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the 
dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61An-
other said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
What does it mean to be a disciple? Today’s texts answer this question in various ways. 
Elisha was given the burdensome mantle of Elijah. Up until this point he’d simply been 
a student of the great prophet. Then, without much warning, Elijah passed the leader-
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ship responsibility onto him and transitioned dramatically from this life into the next. 
Because it was an immense responsibility, Elisha asked his master for a double portion 
of his spirit and was given it. God generously provided for Elisha so that he could faith-
fully continue Elijah’s work. 

Paul spells out the mission before us. Last week, he pointed out the power we’ve been 
given through our baptism. Now he explains that with the Spirit of God within, our lives 
should be different. He contrasts the work of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. We 
are called to use our freedom in Christ for good, so that God can transform our lives 
and empower us for ministry. 

In the gospel, Jesus faces more resistance from those he’s called. People conjure up all 
sorts of excuses why they can’t start right away, but Jesus will have none of it. He’s 
calling and he wants a straight answer now. You’re in or you’re out. He makes it clear 
that answering his call and living the life of discipleship requires no less 
than everything. 

These passages are difficult. They show how much God is demanding of those who 
wish to follow. Those called are asked to give everything. No wonder there is  
resistance. Yet, they also remind us that the Spirit will support our work and, in turn, 
give us everything to enable us to answer the call. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         OH, MASTER, LET ME WALK WITH YOU        ELW #818 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self-giving 
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love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are dangerous 
storms, bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes, habi-
tats, and livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens above 
self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. Protect 
refugees and all who live under tyranny or conflict. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying. We pray 
especially for those on our prayer list and those who have asked for our prayers. Up-
hold those who grieve. Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or 
have nowhere to lay their heads. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled an-
ger. Provide support systems and loving companions as they work toward health, that 
they may rest in hope and know the fullness of joy in your presence. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the inheritance of 
life in you. Keep their examples of faithfulness always before us, that we trust your 
promises in life and in death. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust 
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 

Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 
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+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful     ELW #184  

OFFERING PRAYER 
A.     Let us pray. God of abundance: 
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C. you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 144 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
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     on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD                      ELW p. 146 
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COMMUNION HYMN(S)       WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME        ELW #798 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE           ELW #207 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A.  Life-giving God, 
C.   through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to 
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P.   The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life this day and always. 
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C. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN       OH HAPPY DAY WHEN I SHALL STAND  ELW #441 
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DISMISSAL 
P.   Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to 
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. 
This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness 
of the life God has given us. This is the path of life.  
 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444 
Monday, June 27, 2022 
Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict in-
volving all of the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril's inter-
pretation, that Christ's person included both divine and human natures, was correct. 
 

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202 
Tuesday, June 28, 2022 
This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by 
the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one 
of the first to speak of the church as catholic, or linked together. 
 

Peter and Paul, Apostles 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022 
These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation 
after Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious confession 
of faith and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, 
then was converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people. 
 

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn translators 
Friday, July 1, 2022 
Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek 
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hymns into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself to 
translating German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of their 
translations. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Verlene Urekar, Judy Barhoover 

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to 
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR 
call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 
 

ZOOM MEETINGS / IN-PERSON EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26 In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     

SUNDAY, JULY 3 In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
   Drive Thru Communion—11:00-11:30am 

 
 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JUNE 19 
Assisting Minister:  Doug McFarlan 

Ushers:  Ron & Susan Krause 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 
Counters: Linda Shudrowitz & Linda Rice 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS PLACED BY 
Ron & Lois Moorman  

In Loving Memory of Our Parents 
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JUNE COUNCIL REPORT  
This year's Synod Assembly in Champaign was the first week of June; our  theme was 
"Singing the Lord's Song in a Strange Land".  It was so joyful to join together again, in 
person, with churches across our synod! In addition to conducting necessary church 
business, we enjoyed messages from ecumenical guest speaks from the Presbyterian, 
Methodist and Catholic churches and had the opportunity to spend time "Dwelling in 
the Word" with congregations from our conference. We sang together and wor-
shipped together. We built a beautiful art project, and watched videos of the great 
work occurring in the world, thanks to the generosity of our congregations. One speak-
er challenged us to approach our troubled world  by listening, learning, thinking, and 
praying, before we take action. We were encouraged to stop worrying about what we 
can't do as an aging congregation, but instead focus on what is possible for us and to 
look for shared ministry opportunities in our communities. The assembly closed with 
an invigorating sing-along of favorite hymns, including an original song written by one 
of our Pastors. There is nothing better than singing those simple childhood hymns with 
a large group...we all know the words and melody!   

The council met for our June meeting on Thursday June 19.  Pastor Mary led us in 
"Dwelling in the Word" session with a study of Galatians 5:13-25.  This passage talks 
about the commandment to love your neighbor as yourself. My favorite verse from 
the passage is verse 22, "By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control".  As we move forward 
this year, we will be gathering a small group to participate in Dwelling in the Word ses-
sions with our "sister church", St Paul in Peoria. The council has also endorsed the use 
of Dwelling in the Word at the beginning of church committee meetings, to help us 
focus on scripture as we go about the business of the congregation.     

Committee Activity - written or verbal reports were received from Community Service 
and  Evangelism committees.  Community Service committee is finalizing plans to pro-
vide meals to Helping Hands on 6/27 & 9/12 and working to better organize donated 
items for our micro-pantry. Evangelism committee reported on the takeaways from 
their recent book series. One recommendation was to encourage all church com-
mittees to start their monthly meetings with Dwelling in the Word sessions; council 
endorsed this recommendation. Although Property committee did not meet in June, it 
was reported the light project to replace the sanctuary spotlight bulbs was scheduled 
for June 21 and lighting in the nursery and main bathrooms would be updated to LED 
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fixtures on the same date. Next Sunday, look up and notice all the spotlights are work-
ing! Much thanks to Mike Barker for his oversight on this months long project.   

Finances - For the month of May, income of $19,573 was $2,021 less than operating 
fund expenses of $21,594. At the end of May, we had a year to date deficit of $12,278. 
May expenses included a quarterly insurance payment and the cost of tree removal/
trimming. Members gave directed offerings of $525 to our building fund, $565 to 
Grace Food pantry, $525 to World Hunger and  $320 to the roof replacement fund.  

COVID - The council reviewed current COVID statistics for Sangamon County and 
agreed to maintain our current masking policy. We require mask use by unvaccinated 
individuals when they are in the building. Masks remain optional for those who are 
vaccinated.   

The council sadly acknowledged the recent loss of council member Jim Titone. Jim was 
always quick to offer a kind word and to volunteer his help, regardless of the need. He 
skillfully guided our technology efforts and was crucial to the successful procurement 
and installation of equipment needed to enhance our in-person and livestream wor-
ship services. The council approved a motion appointing Adam Miller to fill the remain-
der of Jim's one year term.   

We continue efforts to hire a new office manager/financial secretary. If you know 
someone who would be a great addition to the church office, please encourage them 
to apply.  In the interim, much thanks to the church members and Pastor Mary as they 
cover these duties.   

Cathy Smith 
Council President 
 

 

June 27
Pam Younggren
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PEACE LUTHERAN
has an immediate 

opening for an
Office manager/

Financial secretary
Hours: 9a.m. – 2:30p.m.

Monday thru Friday

Competitive Wages

Contact Pastor Mary @ 920-671-4338
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 

HELP US KEEP 
OUR

MICROPANTRY
STOCKED

Non-perishables 
may be put directly in the 
pantry or dropped off in 

the church office.


