


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepara-
tion. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 



your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   Hark the Glad Sound                     ELW #239 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH            ELW #. P. 159 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P.    Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 
grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy 
and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
 
A reading from Micah. 
 



The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future 
shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. 
(Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and 
bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Je-
sus. 
 

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of 
old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for 
now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   ELW  p. 188 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                             Luke 1:39-45 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st Chapter. 



C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled 
with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s 
song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and ful-
fills all things. 
 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Eliza-
beth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I 
heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken 
to her by the Lord.”  
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
If you have ever worn glasses or looked through a magnifying glass, you know that 
magnification often makes images clearer and easier to see. The image being 
magnified does not change, of course, but an outside magnifier makes a big differ-
ence in our ability to understand what we are seeing.  
 
We live in a time when problems are increasingly magnified on all of our screens. 
For example, issues around COVID-19, racial injustice, and social inequity leave 
some people feeling hopeless and helpless.  But what if we had an outside magni-
fier, so that instead of hatred, anger, sadness and despair,  we see the peace, mer-
cy, joy, and hope which God desperately wants for all God’s people? 
 
When Mary, the mother of Jesus, first meets the angel, she struggles to see clearly 
what God is doing in Jesus.  But by the time Mary reaches Elizabeth, Mary’s life is 
becoming a lens which magnifies God’s love and makes God’s vision for creation 
clearer and sharper. 
 



In response to Elizabeth, Mary boldly proclaims, “The mighty one, has done great 
things for me . . ., his mercy is for those who fear him . . . . He has shown strength 
with his arm, he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has 
brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has 
filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty” (Lk 1:49-53). 
 
Through Mary’s eyes, we glimpse a promised future very different from Mary’s 
present and from the present many people know today. 
Through Mary’s eyes, we discern the possibility that God works through the unex-
pected, the unlikely, and the lowly to bring extraordinary change and hope to the 
world.  
 
Through Mary’s eyes, we see God’s vision for a kingdom where the lowly are lifted 
up, the hungry are fed, and all receive justice. 
 
Her joyful, confident words help us see what she sees.  Hearing Mary’s song  
doesn’t change our situation, but her faithful witness magnifies God’s love for the  
world and brings into focus God’s vision of a world where all people enjoy a life  
filled with peace, mercy, justice, and hope. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness  ELW #251 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 
  12 Days of Christmas       
 

On the first day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
A partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the second day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
Two turtle doves and a  
Partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the third day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a 
Partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the fourth day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
Four calling birds, 

Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves and a  
Partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the fifth day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
Five golden rings, 
Four calling birds, 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a  
Partridge in a pear tree 
 

On the sixth day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
Six geese a laying, 
Five golden rings, 
Four calling birds, 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a  
Partridge in a pear tree 



On the seventh day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
Seven swans a swimming, 
Six geese a laying, 
Five golden rings, 
Four calling birds, 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a  
Partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the eighth day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
Eight maids a milking, 
Seven swans a swimming, 
Six geese a laying, 
Five golden rings, 
Four calling birds, 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a  
Partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the ninth day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me 
Nine ladies dancing, 
Eight maids a milking, 
Seven swans a swimming, 
Six geese a laying, 
Five golden rings, 
Four calling birds, 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a  
Partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the tenth day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me, 
Ten lords a-leaping, 
Nine ladies dancing, 

Eight maids a milking, 
Seven swans a swimming, 
Six geese a laying, 
Five golden rings, 
Four calling birds, 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a  
Partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the Eleventh day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me, 
Eleven pipers piping, 
Ten lords a-leaping, 
Nine ladies dancing, 
Eight maids a milking, 
Seven swans a swimming, 
Six geese a laying, 
Five golden rings, 
Four calling birds, 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a 
Partridge in a pear tree. 
 

On the Twelfth Day of Christmas, 
My true love gave to me, 
Twelve drummers drumming, 
Eleven pipers piping, 
Ten lords a-leaping, 
Nine ladies dancing, 
Eight maids a milking, 
Seven swans a swimming, 
Six geese a laying, 
Five golden rings, 
Four calling birds, 
Three French hens, 
Two turtle doves and a 
Partridge in a pear tree. 



 APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts 
and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your trans-
forming grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew 
barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your cre-
ation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those 
who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, 
and all who call our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness 
to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertili-
ty and those who await test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others 
in need. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of 
this congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who 
hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for 
those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until 
that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 



OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful       ELW #184 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, 
C. we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ 
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 



P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Re-
deemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of an-
gels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 



you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
At this end of the ages 

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 



 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.   Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                               ELW p. 191 

 
CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS   Waiting Here for You    Tomlin | Reeves | Smith 
    
 
 
    



   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence    ELW # 490 

   Wait for the Lord (repeats)    ELW # 262 



TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS  Holy One, Now Let Your Servants Go 

BLESSING 
P. The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom 
we wait. 

C.   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN    All Earth Is Hopeful                   ELW #266 



DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
News You Can Use 

 
ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Be-
tween a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent 
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that 
Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the 
kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—
with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.”  
 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
 
Monday, December 20 —Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 
1552 
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a nun, but 
around age twenty-four she and several other nuns who were influenced by the 
writings of Martin Luther left the convent. Six children were born to Katie and 
Martin. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 

Verlene Urekar,  Jim Neal, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Jane Titone 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, 
please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at 
(217)546-7646.   Other than those in the Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise 
notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. If in-
terested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 217.546-7646, or text Pastor 
Mary at 920-671-4338. 



ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 
SUNDAY, DEC 19  In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
 
TUESDAY, DEC 21 Decorate Sanctuary for Christmas—2:00pm 
   
FRIDAY, DEC 24  OFFICE CLOSED—CHRISTMAS 
    Christmas Eve Worship—5:00pm 
 
SUNDAY, DEC 26  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

 
ASSISTING THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 19: 

Drive thru communion Parking Lot : No Drive Thru Communion 
 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Holly Hansen 

Ushers: Doug McFarlan & Henry Harms 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 
ASSISTING CHRISTMAS EVE - 5:00PM: 

Assisting Minister:  Lois Moorman 
Communion Assistant: Holly Hansen  

Ushers: Doug McFarlan & Cathy Smith 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

are given  

In Glory of God. 

 














