


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and 
encourage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and ser-
vice. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepa-
ration. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 



The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING SONG     Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee             ELW # 836 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE            ELW p. 185 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and wel-

come us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, 
that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 
+ WORD + 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced 
God’s word to Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jere-
miah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 
 
18It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me 
their evil deeds. 19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not 
know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the 
tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name 
will no longer be remembered!” 20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteous-
ly, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to 
you I have committed my cause. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 54 
 1Save me, O God, by your name; 
  in your might, defend my cause. 
 2Hear my prayer, O God; 
  give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, 
  those who have no regard for God. 
 4Behold, God is my helper; 
  it is the Lord who sustains my life.  
 5Render evil to those who spy on me; 
  in your faithfulness, destroy them. 



 6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 
  and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 
 7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 
  and my eye looks down on my enemies.  
 
SECOND READING: James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
 

A reading from James. 
 

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our 
own wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and 
impartiality toward others. 
 

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For 
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wicked-
ness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality 
or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who 
make peace.4: 1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come 
from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want 
something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something 
and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, be-
cause you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in or-
der to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will 
draw near to you. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             ELW  p. 188 



GOSPEL LESSON                                                              Mark 9:30-37 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 9th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is se-
duced by the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and mon-
ey. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 
 

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of 
Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days 
after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was 
saying and were afraid to ask him.  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he 
was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 
34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was 
the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants 
to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and 
put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever wel-
comes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me wel-
comes not me but the one who sent me.” 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 



REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
Busted.  The disciples have been having a discussion about who is the most im-
portant among them.  At some level they know that this grubbing for status will 
not please their master, because they  do it privately.   They have heard him teach 
about denying self and saving your life by losing it [8:34-37], but they are still fo-
cused on what’s in it for themselves.  They see following Jesus as the fast track to 
power and prestige. So Jesus calls them out.  “What were you discussing on the 
way?” 
 

Their embarrassed silence says it all.  They know perfectly well that their focus on 
personal status is not what Jesus is about.  But just in case they have any doubts 
about what he values and expects of them, Jesus lays it out, “If anyone would be 
first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”  Then he places a child in front of 
them and tells them to care for those like him or her.  The point is that a child is 
pure vulnerability, pure need.  There is no percentage in serving a child, no 
reciprical payoff which benefits the giver.  That, says Jesus, is what you need to be 
about–finding ways to be servants, not masters. 
 

The disciples are very concerned about their status, their rights as the inner cir-
cle.  Jesus tells them that the only right which love has is to give itself. 
In Morality:  Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times, Rabbi Jonathan Sachs 
argues that the great crisis of the modern world is that we are so individualistic 
that we have lost sight of the fact that we can only live in a community.  We are 
so focused on the “I” that there is diminished sense of “We.”  Society has become 
a collection of individuals who ferociously defend  their rights, yet have little 
sense that with rights come responsibilities.  This, says Sachs, is a recipe for social 
chaos and bitter politics. Winston Churchill famously observed, “We make a living 
by what we get, but we make  a life by what we give.”  How would our society be 
different if we had a greater sense  of “We?”  How would it be different if our first 
thought was not how to protect our preferences, but how to serve those most in 
need of our care? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/a-rabbis-final-call-for-a-commitment-to-the-common-good/2020/11/25/127943fe-2d95-11eb-bae0-50bb17126614_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/a-rabbis-final-call-for-a-commitment-to-the-common-good/2020/11/25/127943fe-2d95-11eb-bae0-50bb17126614_story.html


HYMN OF THE DAY          Lord, Whose Love in Humble Services      ELW #712 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love 
for you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work togeth-
er for your sake. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care 
for this world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual 
efforts to heal our environment. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. In-
spire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to disa-
greements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in 
their home or country. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them 
find appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems 
bleak. Lord, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 
 

God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in 
us your call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their 
faith and our commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray 
for all who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
OFFERING HYMN      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. God of abundance, 
C. you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering 
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame  death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 191 

COMMUNION SONG/HYMNS:  In Need                     Ross King 
 
   Will You Let Me Be Your Servant               ELW # 659 



    Here Is Bread                   ELW # 483 
Here is bread, here is wine. 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Break the bread, taste the wine. 
Christ is with us here. 

 
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 
Here is grace, here is peace. 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Know his grace, find his peace, 
Feast on Jesus here. 
 
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 
Here we are, joined in one. 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
We’ll proclaim till he comes 
Jesus crucified. 
 
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 

 
 



TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let us Pray, Lord of life, 
C. in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 

feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The 

holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   The Lord Now Sends Us Forth                ELW #538 



DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel 
over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to 
serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. 
We are called to welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for 
them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.  
 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Monday, September 20—Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF) 
A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States be-
fore being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran 
Church, the first African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity. 
 
 



Tuesday, September 21—Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. 
Tax collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occu-
piers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disci-
ple. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 Doris Fischer, Ellen Boxrud, Walter Hoyt,  

 Margaret Wood, Verlene Urekar,  Alda Beemer 
Gary Wood, Jim Neal, Cheryl Danner, Jane (sister of Kim Efrid) 

 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their 
name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 
ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 

 
SUNDAY, SEPT 19  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     
SUNDAY, SEPT 26  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

 
  

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Elizabeth Mitchell 

Ushers: Mike & Sandy Barker 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 



 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Provided by  

The Shudrowitz Family 




