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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and 
strengthens our call to discipleship. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE —  A Christmas Memory, Gilbert Martin, © 2000 Lorenz Publishing Co.   
           Organist  — Brenda Peck 
 
GATHERING HYMN   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  ELW #288 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
In the Word was life, and life was the light of all people. 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and 
yet more wonderfully restored it.  In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one 
who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



4 

 

FIRST LESSON—ISAIAH 9:2-7 
 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  
 on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
Who unto us the Son has given. 
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HYMN                              Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (v. 1, 2, 4)                 ELW # 272 

SECOND LESSON— MICAH 5:2-5a 
 

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
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 from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth; 
 5and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
Who unto us the Son has given. 
 

HYMN    O Little Town of Bethlehem          ELW #279 
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THIRD LESSON—LUKE 1:26-35, 38 
 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, fa-
vored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his king-
dom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.  
 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
Who unto us the Son has given. 
 

HYMN    My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness             ELW # 251 
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FOURTH LESSON—LUKE 2:1-7 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethle-
hem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
Who unto us the Son has given. 
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 SONG   For Unto Us a Child Is Born/Open The Eyes  Of My Heart 
 

Verse: 
For unto us a child is born 

A Son is given a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born 

A Son is given a Son is given 
The Messiah oh to see Him 

 
Chorus: 

To see Him high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 

As we sing holy holy holy 
 

Verse: 
For unto us a child is born 

A Son is given a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born 

A Son is given a Son is given 
The Messiah oh to see Him 

 
Chorus: 

To see Him high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 

As we sing holy holy holy 
 

For unto us a child is born 
Holy holy holy Lord 

 
For unto us a child is born 

Holy holy holy Lord 
 

CCLI Song#7100943 
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FIFTH LESSON – LUKE 2:8-16 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the peo-
ple: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
Who unto us the Son has given. 
 

HYMN   Angels, from the Realms of Glory        ELW #275 
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SIXTH LESSON—MATTHEW 2:1-11 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he in-
quired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem 
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they 
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  
 

Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
Who unto us the Son has given. 
 

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION 
 

HYMN    As with Gladness Men of Old        ELW #302 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for our-
selves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 
 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS  Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of 
Peace Lutheran Church.  We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, 
or direct deposit from your bank. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN                Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (v. 1)        ELW #270                         
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of Life,  
at the birth of time  
your word brought light into the world. 

 

In the fullness of time,  
you sent your Word,  
born of Mary,  
to shine in our darkness  
and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 
In the night in which he betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
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take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
this cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 
 
By your Spirit bless us 
and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 
 
Through him 
All glory and honor is yours, 
Almight Father,  
With the Holy Spirit, 
In your Holy Church, 
Both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

   

For thine is the kingdom, 
       and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Come to the table of peace. 
 

LAMB OF GOD        ELW P. 146 

SOLO    Mary Did You Know?          Patti Christell 
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COMMUNION HYMN  What Feast  of Love    ELW #487 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  Go Tell it on the Mountain   ELW #290 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE — Then Shall Your Light Shine Forth (French), Patricia Lou Harris, arr.,  
© 1998 Lorenz Publishing Co      Organist — Brenda Peck 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,  
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,  

GENE WALKER, MARK HENDERSON, BILL SPINDEL 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please 
fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-
7646.   Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 
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ASSISTING THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 31: 
 

PRESIDING AND PREACHING:  PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC   
ASSISTING:  ELIZABETH MITCHELL 
USHERS:  ANDREA BERRYMAN, JOE HENKLE 
CAMERA:  AMANDA KIM     
POWERPOINT:  
MUSICIAN:  BRENDA PECK   
REFRESHMENTS:  FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
FLOWERS:  ANONYMOUS DONOR — IN APPRECIATION OF THE PROPERTY COMMIT-
TEE’S EFFORTS TO REFRESH AND RENEW OUR BUILDING IN 2023 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM 
    DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM 
MONDAY, JANUARY 1  HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2 COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE — 5:30PM (ZOOM) 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3 FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE — 5:30PM (ZOOM) 
    CHOIR PRACTICE — 7:00PM 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 4 EVANGELISM/FAITH INNOVATIONS COMM.  - 5:30PM 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7  IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM 
    DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM  
    FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM 

  If you would like to sponsor Altar Flowers in 2024, please sign up in the Narthex 
or call Yvonne in the church office.  217-546-7646. 

 

 If you would like to sponsor Refreshments in 2024, please contact Linda Rice at 
217-494-2658 or lrice10650@gmail.com 

 

 Please help us keep our Micro Pantry stocked!  Donations can be put directly in 
the pantry or dropped off in the church office.  We are in desperate need of Pasta 
Sauce!! 

 

 Remember to continue praying for one another.  It is so important!! 
 

 If you would like a visit from Pastor Mary or you have a pastoral emergency, 
please call her on her cell phone at 920-671-4338. 

mailto:lrice10650@gmail.com
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 


