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First Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 31, 2023

Peace Lutheran Church
ELCA



WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and
strengthens our call to discipleship.

MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE — A Christmas Memory, Gilbert Martin, © 2000 Lorenz Publishing Co.
Organist — Brenda Peck

GATHERING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW #288
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
0] | ,
1 |\ | A | |\ |\ 1
#Q_ﬁ - I ) Ty | -
A\IV4 | 4 | L)
5— | b
give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  born to-day;
now ye hear of end- less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave;  Je - sus Christ was bom to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in  the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.

Calls you one

and

calls you all

to

gain the ev - er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ 18 born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born  for this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.

CALL TO WORSHIP

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In the Word was life, and life was the light of all people.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and
yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one
who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST LESSON—ISAIAH 9:2-7

* The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.

*You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood

shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

°For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

"His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
Who unto us the Son has given.



HYMN Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (v. 1, 2, 4) ELW # 272
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I Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der  stem hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose I have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar -y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - ing as
mind;  with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with  glo - rious  splen - dor the
woe; O Sav - ior, Kking of glo - 1y who
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seers of old  have sung, it came, a flow'r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark-ness ev - 'ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
| I . T
i 7 — [ —| I ]
| | I | ! | = @ e - O
mid the cold of win - ter, when  half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when  half-spent was the night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harret R. Krauth, 1845-1925. st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948. st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alre catholische geistliche Kirchengesdinge, Koln, 1599

SECOND LESSON— MICAH 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,



from ancient days.

*Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labor has brought forth;

then the rest of his kindred shall return

to the people of Israel.

*And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth;

>and he shall be the one of peace.

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
Who unto us the Son has given.

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW #279
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O lit - tle town of Beth-Ile-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-1ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by:
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be bomn in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais - es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
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Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

THIRD LESSON—LUKE 1:26-35, 38

?®|n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, *’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, fa-
vored one! The Lord is with you." *’But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. **The angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *1And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. **He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his king-
dom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since | am a
virgin?" *The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy;
he will be called Son of God. **Then Mary said, "Here am |, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
Who unto us the Son has given.

HYMN My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW # 251
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1 My soul pro-claimsyour great-ness, Lord; I sing my Sav -ior’s praise!
2 To all who live in ho - ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is-ra-el, your ser-vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;
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You looked up - on my low - li - ness, and I am full of grace.
With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-'ry land and ev - 'ry age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho -1ly One, give hon-or to the Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho - ly is your name.
the hun- gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow’r of  the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.
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Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat

Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

FOURTH LESSON—LUKE 2:1-7

YIn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. *All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethle-
hem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. ®*while they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. ’And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
Who unto us the Son has given.



SONG For Unto Us a Child Is Born/Open The Eyes Of My Heart

Verse:

For unto us a child is born
A Son is given a Son is given
For unto us a child is born
A Son is given a Son is given
The Messiah oh to see Him

Chorus:

To see Him high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy

Verse:

For unto us a child is born
A Son is given a Son is given
For unto us a child is born
A Son is given a Son is given
The Messiah oh to see Him

Chorus:

To see Him high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy

For unto us a child is born
Holy holy holy Lord

For unto us a child is born
Holy holy holy Lord

CCLI Song#7100943



FIFTH LESSON — LUKE 2:8-16
®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid; for see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the peo-
ple: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. **This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger." Band suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us." **So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
Who unto us the Son has given.

HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW #275
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An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;
All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,

once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:

W N -

God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
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SIXTH LESSON—MATTHEW 2:1-11

!In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage." *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he in-
quired of them where the Messiah was to be born. *They told him, "In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

®And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel."

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word
so that | may also go and pay him homage." *When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. on entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
Who unto us the Son has given.

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

HYMN As with Gladness Men of Old ELW #302
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As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly  bed,
As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
Ho - ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;

N B D e
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'n and earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at  last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’'n-ly King.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev-er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our King.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for our-
selves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

THE SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+ THE MEAL +

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of
Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly,
or direct deposit from your bank.

OFFERTORY HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (v. 1) ELW #270
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I Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late  in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.

0 .

Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,

13
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with an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el

born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.

Refrain
R e
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 18311915

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance,

receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of Life,
at the birth of time
your word brought light into the world.

In the fullness of time,

you sent your Word,

born of Mary,

to shine in our darkness

and to make us your daughters and sons.

In the night in which he betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

14



take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

this cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,

his birth and life among us,

his death and resurrection,

we await his coming again

when all things will be restored in him.

By your Spirit bless us

and this bread and cup,

that, held and nourished by you,
we may live as your children,
shining with the light of your Son.

Through him

All glory and honor is yours,
Almight Father,

With the Holy Spirit,

In your Holy Church,

Both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Glory to God in the highest!
Come to the table of peace.

LAMB OF GOD ELW P. 146
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n S }
7 —— — —— -
v / h; d .
O ——] v
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
SoLo Mary Did You Know? Patti Christell
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COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love ELW #487

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God our redeemer,

you have fed us at this table

with gifts of grace, truth, and life.

As you have gathered us in joy,

send us forth as messengers of your peace.
Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

God bless you and keep you,

++ Jesus grant you grace and truth,

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts,
now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Go Tell it on the Mountain ELW #290
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;

Refrain
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.

rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.

and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

T

Text: African American spiritual, refrain: John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

DISMISSAL

Christ the Savior is born!
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — Then Shall Your Light Shine Forth (French), Patricia Lou Harris, arr.,
© 1998 Lorenz Publishing Co Organist — Brenda Peck

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,
GENE WALKER, MARK HENDERSON, BILL SPINDEL

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please
fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-
7646. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an individual's permission to add their name.
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ASSISTING THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 31:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC

ASSISTING: ELIZABETH MITCHELL

USHERS: ANDREA BERRYMAN, JOE HENKLE

CAMERA: AMANDA KIM

POWERPOINT:

MUSICIAN: BRENDA PECK

REFRESHMENTS: FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE

FLOWERS: ANONYMOUS DONOR — IN APPRECIATION OF THE PROPERTY COMMIT-
TEE’S EFFORTS TO REFRESH AND RENEW OUR BUILDING IN 2023

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM

MONDAY, JANUARY 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2 COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE — 5:30PM (ZOOM)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3  FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE — 5:30PM (ZOOM)
CHOIR PRACTICE — 7:00PM

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4 EVANGELISM/FAITH INNOVATIONS COMM. - 5:30PM

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM

¢ If you would like to sponsor Altar Flowers in 2024, please sign up in the Narthex
or call Yvonne in the church office. 217-546-7646.

¢ If you would like to sponsor Refreshments in 2024, please contact Linda Rice at
217-494-2658 or Irice10650@gmail.com

¢ Please help us keep our Micro Pantry stocked! Donations can be put directly in
the pantry or dropped off in the church office. We are in desperate need of Pasta
Sauce!!

4 Remember to continue praying for one another. It is so important!!

¢ If you would like a visit from Pastor Mary or you have a pastoral emergency,
please call her on her cell phone at 920-671-4338.
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Peace Lutheran Church

2800 West Jefferson
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Phone: 217-546-7646

E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net

HAPPY
New Year

The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face _
shine upon you, And be gracious to you...




