
  

 



2 

 

WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We extend in the name of Christ, a welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.  
May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.  If you are 
seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no se-
crets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD                          ELW #504 
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GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE           THIS IS THE FEAST         ELW P187 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Gracious God, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. 
Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where anything is amiss re-
form it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is 
divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING                              Isaiah 1:10-18 

Isaiah announces God’s displeasure with the offerings and sacrifices of a people who 
are without compassion. He urges them instead to do justice and defend the oppressed. 
Indeed, if they repent, God promises that they will be made as clean as new-fallen 
snow. 

 10Hear the word of the Lord, 
  you rulers of Sodom! 
 Listen to the teaching of our God, 
  you people of Gomorrah! 
 11What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 
  says the Lord; 
 I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 
  and the fat of fed beasts; 
 I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 
  or of lambs, or of goats. 
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 12When you come to appear before me, 
  who asked this from your hand? 
  Trample my courts no more; 
 13bringing offerings is futile; 
  incense is an abomination to me. 
 New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— 
  I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 
 14Your new moons and your appointed festivals 
  my soul hates; 
 they have become a burden to me, 
  I am weary of bearing them. 
 15When you stretch out your hands, 
  I will hide my eyes from you; 
 even though you make many prayers, 
  I will not listen; 
  your hands are full of blood. 
 16Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 
  remove the evil of your doings 
  from before my eyes; 
 cease to do evil, 
  17learn to do good; 
 seek justice, 
  rescue the oppressed, 
 defend the orphan, 
  plead for the widow. 
 
 18Come now, let us argue it out, 
  says the Lord: 
 though your sins are like scarlet, 
  they shall be like snow; 
 though they are red like crimson, 
  they shall become like wool. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 32:1-7   Read responsively 

 
1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 

  and whose sin is | put away! 
 2Happy are they to whom the Lord im- | putes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 
 3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 
  because of my groaning | all day long. 
 4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.  
 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt 
| of my sin. 
 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 
 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.  

 

SECOND READING                 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

This letter attributed to Paul begins with a typical salutation, blessing, and words of 
praise for what God is accomplishing among the recipients. By remaining faithful and 
growing spiritually during hardship, the Thessalonian Christians have become witnesses 
to the glory of God. 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 3We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because 
your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is 
increasing. 4Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your 
steadfastness and faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are en-
during. 
11To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his 
call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of faith, 12so that the 
name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    ELW P. 188 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                   Luke 19:1-10 
 

P.  The holy gospel according to Luke the 19th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus encounters Zacchaeus, a rich man who is also a lost sinner. Moved by Jesus’ acceptance of him, 

Zacchaeus becomes a model of discipleship. In immediate response to being restored to 
God’s people, Zacchaeus ministers to the poor and seeks reconciliation with those 
whom he has wronged. 
1[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through it.2A man was there named Zacchae-
us; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but 
on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 
5When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6So he hurried down and was happy 
to welcome him. 7All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the 
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guest of one who is a sinner.” 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half 
of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of any-
thing, I will pay back four times as much.” 9Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to 
seek out and to save the lost.” 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 

 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
Zacchaeus doesn’t even get the chance to invite Jesus over for a meal because Jesus 
offers the invitation first. The instant he spots Zacchaeus, Jesus says, “Hurry and come 
down; for I must stay at your house today” (Luke 19:5). Although Zacchaeus is happy to 
welcome Jesus into his home even on short notice, his neighbors are disgruntled. 
They’re frustrated that Jesus would spend his time and attention on an undeserving tax 
collector. 

But the neighbors have missed the point. Outsiders, the ones other people consider 
undeserving, are precisely who Jesus is looking for. Just like he did with Zacchaeus, Je-
sus can spot an outsider in the midst of a busy crowd, and when he finds one, Jesus 
wastes no time drawing them into deeper relationship. 

Every time we gather around the communion table in worship, we participate in an in-
teraction like the one between Jesus and Zacchaeus. We don’t need to invite Jesus to 
the meal because Jesus has invited us first. Jesus is already present. We might imagine 
him saying, “Hurry and come down!” as we move forward to receive the bread and 
wine. It is Christ’s table to which we are welcomed, and it is Christ, as the host and as 
the food, who feeds us. All are welcomed at this banquet, and there is always enough 
to go around. 

If you ever find yourself feeling undeserving of such a generous feast, you can remem-
ber this story about Zacchaeus. Those who are lost and rejected are the ones Jesus is 
most eager to invite. They are the guests of honor at Christ’s table. Don’t hesitate to 
accept Jesus’ invitation. Christ sees you and welcomes you just as you are. The bread 
and wine, the body and blood, are given for you. Yes, you! So, come and be nourished; 
come and be transformed. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         O CHRIST YOUR HEART COMPASSIONATE         ELW #722 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s crea-
tion. 

A brief silence. 

Keep your church steadfast in your word, reforming God. Deepen our faith and in-
crease our love in Jesus’ name. Further ecumenical dialogue and partnerships and 
equip us for unified witness and service in the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Come to the aid of the poor, especially those suffering food and water shortages or 
loss of homes due to natural disasters. Halt the exploitation of the earth’s resources 
and lead us to seek justice and rescue the oppressed. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Guide leaders of all nations, almighty God. Heal divisions, build trust, and remove bar-
riers that prevent collaboration and cooperation. Bring neighborhoods, cities, and 
countries together to work for the common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Save from trouble those who struggle with hunger, homelessness, or addiction. 
Strengthen the overworked and give hope to those who do not have enough work. 
Console those who are burdened by illness or grief. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Reveal yourself to all who seek you. Empower the hospitality ministries of this congre-
gation to welcome others to your feast of love. Foster generosity in our stewardship 
ministries to both our congregation and community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gather the faithful at the table of your eternal banquet. We give thanks for those who 
have witnessed to your gracious presence, especially Martin Luther and all who strive 
to reform and renew the church. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.    And also with you. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
 

CHOIR  ANTHEMN 
 

OFFERING HYMN  WE ARE AN OFFERING               ELW #692 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 
we are an offering. 
 

Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, 
we give to you. 
 
We lift our voice, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, 
we are an offering. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A.   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

C. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW P. 190 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 



15 

 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD                     ELW P. 191 

COMMUNION HYMN(S)  
    CONTEMPORARY SONG 
   WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, WHAT A JOY DIVINE                  ELW #774 
     

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.    Let us pray. God of the abundant table, 
C.    you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Give us        
your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING 
P. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and  

 mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   THE CHURCH’S IS ONE FOUNDATION                  ELW #654 
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DISMISSAL 
P.   Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
“God loves us all, both big and small,” a child’s verse declares. The sins of the world 
are covered. We are able to stand tall before God our righteous judge because in the 
person of Jesus “salvation has come to this house”—to our house today. In Christ Je-
sus God seeks us out to save us. 

 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Judy Barhoover, Pete Ellertsen, Harriett Bartell, Larry Weyhrich  

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net 
OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     Faith Formation Little Lambs—10:30am 
     Oktoberfest Potluck—11:00am 
     Faith Formation “Sundays @ 6”— 6:00pm Zoom 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1  St. John’s Lutheran Staff Retreat—9am-3pm 
     Community Service Committee—5:30pm Zoom 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2  Choir Rehearsal—7:00pm  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5  Dinner Church—5:00pm 
     

 

BIRTHDADYS 
October 31—Harriett Bartell 
November 2—Oliver Jones 
November 3—Brian Garrett 
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ASSISTING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 30 
 

Presiding & Preaching:  Rev. Mary Zupansic  Musician: Brenda Peck 
Assisting Minister:  Lois Moorman   PowerPoint: Linda Rice 
Ushers: Susan & Ron Krause    Camera: Janet Kocis 
Fellowship: Oktoberfest Potluck   Flowers: To the Glory of God 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 Size Price     Qty      Size         Price         Qty           Size      Price         Qty____ 

 7.5” $14.99     ___         8.5”       $23.25       ___           10”     $32.60      ___ 

Fill out this form and return it to the church office along with a check. Or, call the 

church office at 217-546-7646 to place your order. 

DINNER CHURCH 
Saturday, 
November 5 @ 
5:00pm

We will 
remember the 
saints that have 
gone before us! 
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 

CEREAL,CANS OF SOUP
GREEN BEANS, SPAGHETTI

PEANUT BUTTER, CANNED FRUIT


