FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday, May 7, 2023

Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA



WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and
strengthens our call to discipleship.

MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God,

holy and merciful,

holy and mighty,

you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the
firstborn of the dead.

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew.
Glory to you for oceans and lakes,

for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,

guench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.
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Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our witness to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope.

Where chaos reigns, bring peace.

We ask this through Christ,

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.

Amen.
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GREETING

Alleluia. Christ is Risen

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING Acts 7:55-60
A reading from Acts.

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the
apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute
food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the
faith.



**Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” °>’But they covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. ““Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. "While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” “"Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
“Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
“Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
’Into your hands | commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
"My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
'®Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:2-10

A reading from 1 Peter.
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are
God'’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we
experience through Jesus Christ.
’Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—"if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God'’s sight, and ’like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a



holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

6 . . .
For it stands in scripture:
“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
“and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness in-

to his marvelous light.
°Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH

ELW #172 (twice)
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-14

The holy gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the
one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their be-
half.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, be-
lieve also in me. °In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not
so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? “And if | go and prepare
a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there
you may be also. “And you know the way to the place where | am going.” "Thomas said
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” °Je-
sus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. ’If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”

8PhiIip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” “Jesus said to
him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? '°Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. ' 'Believe me
that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me be-
cause of the works themselves. "“Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will
also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am
going to the Father. "I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. “If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION



HYMN OF THE DAY Day by Day ELW #790
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Prayers are offered for the church, the world, and all creation.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

THE SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+ THE MEAL +
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS

Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you

bank.
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OFFERING HYMN As the Grains of Wheat (verse 2) ELW #465
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the sea;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life;

near to those who suffer;

beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;

within this meal;

among your people;

throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

Thanks be to God.
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COMMUNION HYMNS For the Bread Which You Have Broken ELW #494

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
Strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of all,

who raised * Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN I Know That My Redeemer Lives! (vv. 1-4, 7-8) ELW #619
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5 Hc lives to bless me with his love; 7 He lives and grants me daily breath;

he lives to plead for me above: he lives. and 1 shall conquer death;
he lives my hungry soul to feed: he lives my mansion to prepare;
hec lives to help in time of need. he lives to bring me safely there.
6 He lives, my kind. wisc, heav'nly friend; 8 He lives, all glory to his name!
he lives and loves me to the end; He lives. my Savior. still the same:
he lives. and while he lives. I'll sing; what joy this blest assurance gives:
he lives. my prophet. priest. and king! I know that my Redeemer lives!
Text: Samuel Modley, 17381794, alt.
Musics I kE Sk k1 anr Jehe Thowon, d 1793

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve in Love.

Thanks be to God.

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT

AS WE CONTINUE TO CELEBRATE THE FIFTY DAYS OF EASTER, TODAY’S GOSPEL IN-
CLUDES JESUS’ PROMISE THAT HE GOES TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR HIS FOLLOWERS
IN HIS FATHER’S HOUSE. OUR BAPTISM COMMISSIONS US TO SHARE JESUS’ MISSION
IN THE WORLD. AS 1 PETER REMINDS US, WE ARE A HOLY PEOPLE, CALLED TO PRO-
CLAIM THE ONE WHO CALLED US OUT OF DARKNESS INTO LIGHT. IN WORDS AND
DEEDS WE BEAR WITNESS TO THE RISEN CHRIST—OUR WAY, OUR TRUTH, OUR LIFE.

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, JUDY BARHOOVER, MICK BUCHLER,
PAULA TONELLATO, NORM KOEFOED, TOM ZUPANSIC, NANCY KIEL,
MARY LOKEN, JAY EDGECOMB

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net
OR call the Office at (217)546-7646. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an indi-
vidual's permission to add their name.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF MAY 7:
PRESIDING: REV. MARY E. ZUPANSIC CAMERA: JANET KOCIS
ASSISTING MINISTER: AMANDA KIM POWERPOINT: LINDA RICE
MUSICIAN: BRENDA PECK FELLOWSHIP: NORM KOEFOED

USHERS: DOUG MCFARLAN, LINDA SHUDROWITZ
FLOWERS: RON AND SUSAN KRAUSE
IN MEMORY OF OUR MOTHERS, ERMA AND ALMA

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, MAY 7 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM—9:30AM
FAITH FORMATION—10:30AM
DWELLING IN THE WORD—10:45AM

MONDAY, MAY 8 PROPERTY COMMITTEE—6:00PM
QUILTERS—6:00PM

TUESDAY, MAY 9 COMMUNITY SERVICE—5:30PM ZOOM

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10 FAITH FORMATION—5:30PM ZOOM

THURSDAY, MAY 11 EVANGELISM COMMITTEE—5:00PM

SUNDAY, MAY 14 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM—9:30AM

FAITH FORMATION—10:30AM
DWELLING IN THE WORD—10:45AM

_ -«
DWELLING IN THE WE®RD

Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP STOCK OUR
MICROPANTRY

Non-perishables

may be put
directly in the
pantry or dropped
off in the church
office.

ALTAR FLOWERS
WE ARE TAKING ORDERS FOR 2023 ALTAR FLOWERS. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR

FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF OR IN HONOR OF A PERSON OR EVENT IN THE COMING YEAR
PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE. YOU CAN ALSO SIGN UP FOR FLOWERS ON OUR WEB-
SITE IN THE MEMBERS’ SECTION. FLOWERS ARE $35.00. MANY DATES STILL AVAILABLE!

COOKIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PROVIDE COOKIES FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP,

THERE ARE TWO WAYS YOU CAN HELP: CONTACT LINDA RICE AT 217-494-2658 OR
Irice10650@gmail.com AND SIGN UP TO BRING COOKES ON A CERTAIN DATE
(BAKED OR BOUGHT) OR MAKE A DONATION AND COOKES WILL BE BOUGHT IN

YOUR NAME.

~ PASTORAL CARE
a/o ',«@ IF YOU WOULD LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR MARY
U{OP’ OR YOU HAVE A PASTORAL EMERGENCY PLEASE

CALL PASTOR ON HER CELL PHONE AT
920.671.4338. YOU MAY ALSO LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE OFFICE PHONE AT 217.546.7646.
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Peace Lutheran Church

2800 West Jefferson

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: 217-546-7646

E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net

-

.

PEACE WILL BE DOING A HIGHWAY CLEAN UP DAY ON SATURDAY, MAY 20TH FROM
9AM-11AM. GRABBERS AND TRASH BAGS WILL BE PROVIDED. BRING GLOVES IF YOU
WOULD LIKE. IT IS A GREAT WAY TO ENJOY THE FRESH AIR AND KEEP OUR LOCAL EN-
VIRONMENT CLEAN. SEE ELIZABETH MITCHELL FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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