Third Sunday of Easter
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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and
strengthens our call to discipleship.

MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE — Meditation on "Mendon"- Franklin Ritter, arr., © 2001 Lorenz Corp.
Organist — Brenda Peck

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

GATHERING HYMN The Day of Resurrection! ELW #361
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his own “All hail!” and
for Christ the Lord has ris - en, our
and hon - or, pow’r,and glo - ry as -

Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754: tr. John Mason Neale, [818-1866, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be
your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the



resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God'’s
promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s
death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’
name.

“’[peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?“The
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pi-
late, though he had decided to release him. ““But you rejected the Holy and Righteous
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, ""and you killed the Author of life,
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. '°And by faith in his name,
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that
is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

"“And now, friends, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. ““In
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. "“Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 4 Read Responsively

'Answer me when | call, O God, defender of my cause;
you set me free when | was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
““You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?”
’Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful;
the LORD will hear me when | call.



“Tremble, then, and do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
°Offer the appointed sacrifices,
and put your trust in the LORD.
°*Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD.
"You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when grain and wine abound.
“In peace, | will lie down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the
full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed
Jesus to take away our sins.

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
’Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he
is. "And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

“Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. “You know
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. °No one who abides
in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. ’Little children, let no
one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hallelujah! Words of Life (2 times)

Hal-le - lu - jah! Where else would we__ go? Hal-le - lu - jah! Words of life!
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GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48

The holy gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised
and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

**"Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

*’They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. **He said
to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? *’Look at
my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not
have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” “’And when he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. “'While in their joy they were disbelieving and still won-
dering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” “’They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, “*and he took it and ate in their presence.

““Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” “"Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,
““and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from
the dead on the third day, “’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be pro-
claimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “*You are witnesses of
these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC



MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

HYMN OF THE DAY As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522
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“B 4 e [~ f— —

| — I | { s | | - | B | pu— | |
Y 4% |

J

T s veer s [P v o o

I ' I
teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

THE SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

PIANO SOLO — Jesus Paid It All - John T. Grape, David Hamilton, arr.,
© 1999 Dayspring Music, Inc., Brenda Peck, pianist

+ THE MEAL +

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS EI%E] Scan the QR Code to donate.
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OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.

13



Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.

Come and eat at God’s table.
Thanks be to God.
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LAMB OF GOD ELW P. 191
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION SONG/HYMNS In Christ Alone Video Song
Let Us Break Bread Together ELW #471
Eat This Bread ELW #472
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW #207
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,

our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

*+ bless you now and always.

Amen

[
Al - le-lu -1a, al - le-lu - ia.
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SENDING HYMN Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ ELW #674
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Je-sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain,pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE — The Golden Trumpet - Lani Smith, © 2003 Lorenz Publishing Co.
Organist — Brenda Peck

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT

THE GOSPEL FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER IS ALWAYS ONE IN WHICH THE RIS-
EN CHRIST SHARES FOOD WITH THE DISCIPLES, MEALS THAT ARE THE EASTER TEM-
PLATE FOR THE MEAL WE SHARE EACH SUNDAY. IN TODAY’S GOSPEL, JESUS BOTH
SHARES THE DISCIPLES’ FOOD AND SHOWS THEM THE MEANING OF HIS SUFFERING,
DEATH, AND RESURRECTION THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES, THE TWO MAIN ELEMENTS
OF OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP.

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,
GENE WALKER, NANCY KIEL, RAY STROH,
VALERIE SPURGEON, DIANE CHRISTELL,

RON GUPPY, SANDY GUPPY

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please
fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-
7646. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an individual's permission to add their name.

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF APRIL 14:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC
ASSISTING: VERN KLEEN

USHERS: ANDREA BERRYMAN, CHERYL SCHNIRRING

CAMERA: MIKE HORN

POWERPOINT: TRICHA ROACH

MUSICIAN: BRENDA PECK

REFRESHMENTS: SANDY GUPPY

FLOWERS: SHARON GIPSON — IN MEMORY OF DAVE GORISZIEWSKI

PRAYER IS SUCH A VITAL PART OF OUR WORSHIP. PLEASE CONTINUE TO
TAKE A NAME FROM THE BOWL IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY AND
INTENTIONALLY PRAY FOR THAT PERSON THROUGHOUT THE WEEK.
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ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, APRIL 14

MONDAY, APRIL 15
TUESDAY, APRIL 16
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17
SATURDAY, APRIL 20
SUNDAY, APRIL 21

IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING — 11:15AM
SUNDAYS@6 — 6:00PM

STAMP CLUB — 6:00PM

FULL COUNCIL MEETING — 6:00PM

CHOIR PRACTICE — 7:00PM

SYNOD SPRING VISIONING MEETING — 8:30AM-2:30PM
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY

IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE MTG. — 11:15AM
SUNDAYS@6 — 6:00PM

« SUNDAYS@G MELTS VIA 200M AT 6:00PM ON SUNDAY EVENINGS. SEE
NYCU FOR A LINK TO THE MEETING.

o HELP US KELP OUR MIGRO PANTRY STOCKED!

PASTORAL CARE

If you would like a visit
from Pastor Mary, or if
you have a pastoral
emergency, please call
- Pastor on her cell
- phone 920-671-4338.
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Peace Lutheran Church

2800 West Jefferson

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: 217-546-7646

E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net

YARD & BAKE SALE

MAY 4™ 8AM - 4PM
In church parking lot.

Peace Lutheran Church
2800 W. Jefferson St.

All proceeds benefit the
mission and ministry of
Peace Lutheran Church.

SEE NYCU FOR MORE IN[ORMATION| |
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