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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and
strengthens our call to discipleship.

MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God,

holy and merciful,

holy and mighty,

you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the
firstborn of the dead.

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes,

for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,

guench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.



Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our witness to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.

Where despair prevails, grant hope.

Where chaos reigns, bring peace.
We ask this through Christ,
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.

Amen.
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GREETING

Alleluia. Christ is Risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of
Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING Acts 2:14a, 22-32
A reading from Acts.

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to
the gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death accord-
ing to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture,
quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen
Jesus is now enthroned.

"““peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], *“You

that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you
by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you,
as you yourselves know—~"this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the
law. ““But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible
for him to be held in its power. “’For David says concerning him,



‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;

“*therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

moreover my flesh will live in hope.

*’For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
**You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

““Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. ’Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descend-
ants on his throne. *'Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah,
saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
**This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 16

'Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

’All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.

“But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.

“I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.

°0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.



°My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, | have a rich inheritance.

’I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.

°I have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.

'°For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.

“You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3-9

A reading from 1 Peter.

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering
because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we
have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has giv-
en us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, “and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, "who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a sal-
vation ready to be revealed in the last time. °In this you rejoice, even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, 'so that the genuineness of your faith—
being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found
to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. “Although you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you be-
lieve in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, “for you are receiving
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

7



Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH ELW #172 (twice)
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and
the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts
another visit from the Lord.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” *’After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “'Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” “’When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ’If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”



*“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. “’So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Alt-
hough the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” “’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” “*Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” “’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

“’Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

HYMN OF THE DAY O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing ELW #386
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Baptized today is
Lillian Margaret.
Daughter of

Joel and Jessica Gieswein

BAPTISMAL HYMN Borning Cry

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Prayers are offered for the church, the world, and all creation.

Merciful God. Receive our prayer.
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THE SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+ THE MEAL +
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS

Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you
bank.

OFFERING HYMN As the Grains of Wheat ELW #465
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the sea;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life;

near to those who suffer;

beside the sinner;

among the poor;
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with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;

within this meal;

among your people;

throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

Thanks be to God.
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CONTEMPORARY/COMMUNION HYMNS Living God
We Walk by Faith ELW #635

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of all, who raised +F Jesus from the dead,
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit

to live in the new creation.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW #535
Refrain— suug nwice vaclt time
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God.

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, JUDY BARHOOVER, MICK BUCHLER
PAULA TONELLATO, DALE KRUCKEBERG, KATHLEEN HAWK
NORM KOEFOED, NANCY KIEL, TOM ZUPANSIC
FAMILY OF TOM CHRISTELL

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card,
send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an
individual’s permission to add their name.

18



ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT

IN TODAY’S GOSPEL THE RISEN CHRIST APPEARS TO THE DISCIPLES AND OFFERS
THEM THE GIFT OF PEACE. EVEN AMID DOUBTS AND QUESTIONS, WE EXPERIENCE
THE RESURRECTION IN OUR SUNDAY GATHERING AROUND WORD AND MEAL, AND
IN OUR EVERYDAY LIVES. THROUGHOUT THE COMING SUNDAYS OF EASTER THE
FIRST TWO READINGS WILL BE FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES AND THE FIRST
LETTER OF PETER. EVEN AS THE EARLY CHRISTIANS PROCLAIMED THE RESURRECTION,
WE REJOICE IN THE NEW BIRTH AND LIVING HOPE WE RECEIVE IN BAPTISM.

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF APRIL 16:

PRESIDING: REV. MARY E. ZUPANSIC CAMERA: JANET KOCIS
ASSISTING MINISTER: ELIZABETH MITCHELL POWERPOINT: LINDA RICE
MUSICIAN: BRENDA PECK FELLOWSHIP: ALDA BEEMER

USHERS: VERN KLEEN, ANDREA BERRYMAN
FLOWERS: BY SANDRA CARLSON FOR THE GLORY OF GOD

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, APRIL 16 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM—9:30AM
BAPTISM OF LILLIAN GIESWEIN—9:30AM
FAITH FORMATION—10:30AM

MONDAY, APRIL 17 STAMP CLUB—6:00PM

TUESDAY, APRIL 18 INTERIM PASTORS WORKSHOP—9:00AM-NOON
COUNCIL MEETING—6:00PM

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19 CHOIR REHEARSAL—T7:00PM

SUNDAY, APRIL 23 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM—9:30AM

ALTAR FLOWERS

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS FOR 2023 ALTAR FLOWERS. IF YOU

WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF OR IN HONOR
- OF A PERSON OR EVENT IN THE COMING YEAR PLEASE CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE. YOU CAN ALSO SIGN UP FOR FLOWERS ON OUR
WEBSITE IN THE MEMBERS' SECTION. FLOWERS ARE $35.00.
MANY DATES STILL AVAILABLE!
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Peace Lutheran Church

2800 West Jefferson

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: 217-546-7646

E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net

PASTORAL CARE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR
MARY OR YOU HAVE A PASTORAL EMER-
GENCY PLEASE CALL PASTOR ON HER CELL
PHONE AT 920.671.4338. YOU MAY ALSO
LEAVE A MESSAGE ON THE OFFICE PHONE
AT 217.546.7646.
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