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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We extend in the name of Christ, a welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.  
May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.  If you are 
seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no se-
crets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG          ON JORDAN’S STORMY BANK I STAND                      ELW #437 

 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE           THIS IS THE FEAST         ELW P187 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live 
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING               Malachi 4:1-2a  

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that 
day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will 
shine on those who honor God. 
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 
will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that 
it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun 
of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
  

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 98 Read responsively 

 
1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
 2O Lord, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
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 4Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the Lord| with the harp, 
  with the harp and the | voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
  shout with joy before the | king, the Lord. 
 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to |  
 judge the earth. 
 9The Lord will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peo- | ples with equity.  
 
SECOND READING               2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness 
of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the 
community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they 
need to work. 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away 
from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they 
received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not 
idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; 
but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of 
you. 9This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an exam-
ple to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone 
unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, 
mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in 
the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers 
and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    ELW P. 188 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                   Luke 21:5-19 
 

P.  The holy gospel according to Luke the 21st chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. 
Before the end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be 
given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear. 
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the 
days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 
about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will 
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must 
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, 
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great 
earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful por-
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tents and great signs from heaven. 
 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and gover-
nors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up 
your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a 
wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will 
be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put 
some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair 
of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 

 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
 

In an instant, documents are signed six thousand miles away, and suddenly you have 
no job. In an instant the walls rattle, the floors rumble, ceilings crack, and you have no 
home. In an instant the lights flicker, the signals weaken, the screens go blank, and you 
have no connections. In an instant a door slams, a voice shouts, a car screeches, and 
you have no one. In an instant the dam breaks, the fire blazes, the winds ravage, 
and . . . and what? 

What is the world coming to? Shadowing every calamity, circling the grounds of every 
collapse, chasing every human tragedy, prophets and pundits are sure to announce 
that all is lost. They are eager to foretell all futures eroded, ready to broadcast that all 
hope is dead, all tomorrows canceled, all creation buried. But beware! 

“Beware” hardly has the lilting tone of a glad good-news bell. “Beware” bites at our 
ears and strikes our heartbeat like the cold peal of a brass tongue slapping against a 
pitted funeral bell. “Beware” is the screech of the siren, the shout before battle, the 
shudder at the edge of lonely nightfall. “Beware” scarcely sounds like gospel, but it is 
the exact gospel word Jesus chooses to post like an iron stanchion into bedrock in the 
midst of uncertain and frightening times. Pay attention; listen closely to Jesus’ 
“beware.” It is not beware of wars and rising nations, plagues and earthquakes, arrests 
and persecutions. Jesus instead cautions: beware of those prophets and pundits, of 
their timetables of destruction, their signs of the end, and their oracles of despair. Be-
ware of them. The world may tremble fiercely, you may be hated unjustly, you may 
know betrayal painfully, yet with the strength of iron in bedrock and the sound of the 
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gospel bell ringing, Jesus encourages us: “Beware . . . do not be terrified” (Luke 21:8-9). 
 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                          JOY TO THE WORLD                               ELW #267 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops, 
deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with 
wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of 
the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. 
Help us care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first 
responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any 
wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital person-
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nel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. 
May the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the 
gospel (specific ministries or initiatives may be named). Highlight ways we can better 
work together and give us patience to work through disagreement. Lord, in your  

mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died. Comfort us 
with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.    And also with you. 
 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
 
 
 

OFFERING HYMN  WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN         ELW #686 vv. 1,2 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A.   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

C.   Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW P. 190 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 

C.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P.  Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                     ELW P. 191 
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COMMUNION HYMN(S) CONTEMPORARY SONG 
    LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER                  ELW #471 
    HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   (REPEATS)    ELW #473 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A. Let us pray. We give you thanks, most gracious God, 

C. that you have fed us with the bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of Para-
dise. Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve those who are in need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

BLESSING 

P. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and  

 mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD        ELW #870 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
P.    Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 

C.   Thanks be to God.  
 

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s 
texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are 
strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally 
around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Judy Barhoover, Pete Ellertsen, Larry Weyhrich, Harriett Bartell 

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to 
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR 
call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 
 

ZOOM MEETINGS / IN-PERSON EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  13  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     Little Lambs—10:30Aam (Nursery) 
     Young Disciples “Faith to Go” 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 Choir Rehearsal—7:00pm 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17  Church Council—6:00pm 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

     
ASSISTING THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 13 

Presiding & Preaching: Rev. Mary Zupansic  Assisting Minister:  Lois Moorman 
Musician: Brenda Peck    PowerPoint:  Linda Rice 
Camera: Janet Kocis     Fellowship: Jane Turner 
Ushers:  Cheryl Schnirring & Elizabeth Mitchell 
Counters: Doug McFarlan & Ron Krause 
Altar Flowers: Ron & Susan Krause  

 
11/ 15 Jan Turner 
11/16 Mike Scaduto 
11/17 Donna Hersemann 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Size Price  Qty 

7.5” $14.99  ___ 

8.5” $23.25  ___ 

10” $32.60  ___ 

Fill out this form and return it to the 

church office along with a check. Or, 

call the church office at 217-546-

7646 to place your order. 
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Holy Disruption
A Mid-Week Advent Service

Breathing – 11/30
Releasing – 12/7

Receiving – 12/14

5:45pm – Soup Supper
6:30pm – Worship



20 

 

CEREAL,CANS OF SOUP
GREEN BEANS, SPAGHETTI

PEANUT BUTTER, CANNED FRUIT

Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 


