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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and 
strengthens our call to discipleship. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE — "Ïn Thee Alone, O Christ, My Lord", Johann Pachelbel, Robert Cundick, arr., 
© 1967, Carl Fischer, Inc.             Organist—Brenda Peck 
 

EXPLANATION OF THE DAY 
Today we mark the end of the church year as we celebrate Christ the King Sunday. We 
acknowledge that the reign of God comes to us in unexpected ways: through life-giving 
love, a splash of water, and a bit of bread and wine. We acknowledge that the reign of 
God welcomes the weak,  heals the broken, and restores wholeness. 
On this day we proclaim the reign of God’s love for us in all seasons and times. 
 

Today in worship we will journey through the whole ‘liturgical year,’ or the way the 
church marks time. Beginning with Advent and continuing through the season after 
Pentecost, we will recall the entire great wheel that is the seasons of the church year, 
beginning and ending with this day, in which we honor and celebrate Christ who is King, 
in all seasons and time, ready to turn once again, next Sunday to a new church year. 
 

GATHERING HYMN     Come, Thou Almighty King                       ELW # 408 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest 
and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power 
of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Advent: Is the Season of Expectation  
The first season of the church year, Advent, is about beginnings, middles and endings. 
Advent means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’, and so we prepare for the celebration of the birth 
of Jesus.  However, we also look to the end times as we await Christ’s coming again 
and the fulfillment of God’s plan of justice and peace for all creation. These beginnings 
and endings give us pause to think about what it means to live, as we do, in the middle. 
And so we light candles against the darkness, keeping watch for the promised light.   
 
Placing of the Advent Blue 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-3, 6 
 

A reading from Isaiah: 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
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2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   (vv. 1-3)     ELW #257 
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Christmas —   The Season of Emmanuel 
Christmas marks the arrival of Emmanuel, God with us.  The season of Christmas begins 
with the celebration of the birth of Jesus and continues for twelve days, ending on Jan-
uary 6. After the quiet anticipation of Advent, we celebrate with carols, feasts and acts 
of charity. What does it mean that we have a God who chose to dwell with us, sharing 
in the suffering, wonder, joy and sorrow of being human?   The color of Christmas is 
white, symbolizing the light and joy of the newborn King.   
 
Placing of White 
 
Scripture: John 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

A reading from John: 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and with-
out him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life,* and 
the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it…And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,* full of grace and truth.  
 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  
   
HYMN        Infant Holy, Infant Lowly          ELW # 276 
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Epiphany:  The Season of Light for the World 
 
January 6th is the Day of Epiphany, the final day of Christmas.  Epiphany 
‘manifestation’.  How is this God-with-us revealed?  Through the light of a star to the 
Wise Men, through a descending dove at Jesus’ baptism, through every act of love and 
grace that comes to us.   Where do we see Christ’s light now, manifest in our lives?  
Where are the dark corners of the world where we need to share it?  During the  
Sundays following Epiphany we enter what is called ‘Ordinary Time’.  We use the color 
of GREEN to symbolize our growth as we learn of Jesus’ teachings and ministry. 
 
Placing of the Epiphany White/Green 
 
Scripture:  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

A reading from Matthew:  
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men* from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,* and have come to pay him homage.’ 
3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and call-
ing together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah* was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:  6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler    who is to shepherd* 
my people Israel.” ’  7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men* and learned from 
them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they 
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,* until 
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it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had 
stopped,* they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 
by another road.  
 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
HYMN   As with Gladness Men of Old  (vv. 1-3)      ELW # 302 
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Lent –  The Season of Turning to God 
 
Lent marks the 40 days plus six Sundays before Easter, recalling Jesus’ forty days in the 
wilderness preceding the beginning of his ministry.  We too enter a wilderness time of 
confession, repentance, and renewal of faith. We make our worship place plain, we 
forego Alleluias, and we practice the traditional Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving, or service to others. The days lengthen in light even as we follow our 
Lord to Jerusalem, and to the cross.   
We use the color purple to signify repentance. 
 

Placing of the Lenten Purple 
 
Scripture: Psalm 51:10-12, 15-17 Read Responsively 
 

10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
   and put a new and right* spirit within me.  
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
   and do not take your holy spirit from me.  
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
   and sustain in me a willing* spirit.  
15 O Lord, open my lips, 
   and my mouth will declare your praise.  
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; 
   if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased.  
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God* is a broken spirit; 
   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  
 
 
HYMN       O Lord, Throughout these Forty Days (vv. 1, 2 and 4)      ELW #319 
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CONFESSION AND PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 
 

For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of crea-
tion: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in 
others: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife and 
warfare, we pray. Bring us your peace, and strengthen first responders and all who 
serve and protect us. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

For our failure to notice the needs of others, and to respond to them with love and 
grace. We pray for those who are unable to join our worship in person and for all who 
are sick and suffering. We pray for those on our prayer list. Lord, in you mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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We offer our confession, our hearts, and our prayers in the name of our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

By grace you have been saved.  May almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS  
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your 
offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or Direct Deposit from your bank. 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM         SHEPHERD OF MY LIFE                Joseph M. Martin 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN                 We Are An Offering                                 ELW #692 
 

We lift our voices, 
we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: 
we are an offering. 
 

Lord use our voices, 
Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, 
they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 

All that we have, 
all that we are, 
all that we hope to be 
we give to you, 
we give to you. 
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We lift our voice, 
we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: 
we are an offering, 
we are an offering. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray.  Merciful God,  
as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Easter:  The Season of Life  
 

Alleluia, He is risen!  
(He is risen indeed, alleluia!) 
On Easter Sunday we remember with joy the resurrection of Jesus, celebrating togeth-
er for an amazing fifty days.  During this time, we hear accounts of resurrection ap-
pearances and stories of the new community that formed from this Good News, news 
that turned despair and fear into hope and love.  What does it mean for our lives that 
death is not the end?  How do we live as Easter people, claiming the hope of the Res-
urrection? 
We use the color WHITE to indicate purity, light, joy and celebration. 

 
Placing of the Easter White 
 

Scripture: John 20:1-18   
 

A reading from John: 
 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
"They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him." 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not 



12 

 

go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the lin-
en wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples re-
turned to their homes. 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, "Woman, why are 
you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him." 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, "Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away." 16Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to 
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her.  
 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HYMN    Alleluia! Jesus is Risen (vv 1&4)      ELW # 377 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy, living, and loving God, 
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family  
through the waters of the flood, 
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
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We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world.  
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
 

that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
        For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Share in the inheritance of all the saints.   
Come to the table prepared for you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
LAMB OF GOD                      ELW P. 208 

 
 
CONTEMPORARY SONG/HYMN Sing to the King    
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COMMUNION HYMN   Beautiful Savior           ELW #838 

TABLE BLESSING  
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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Pentecost & Ordinary Time: The Season of Growing 
 

The Day of Pentecost is the fiftieth day of Easter, a day to celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and the birth of the church, community in Christ. The color RED reminds us of the 
Spirit’s appearance as tongues of flame, dancing on the heads of the followers.  Pente-
cost is the grand culmination of our joyous fifty days of Easter. After Pentecost we are 
again in ordinary time, with a focus on Jesus’ life and teachings. The GREEN reminds us 
that we are to continue to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

Placing of RED and GREEN after Pentecost 
 

Scripture:  Acts 2:17-18, 21 
A reading from Acts: 
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy.  
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN   God of Tempest, God od Whirlwind (v 1-2)        ELW #400 
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Christ the King-- In All Seasons and Time 
 

Our church year ends with our celebration of  Christ our King for all seasons and time. 
The one who came as a babe in a manger nearly 2000 years ago has not left us but 
reigns as our living King.  What does it mean to allow Christ to rule our days, our deci-
sions, our lives?  It means expectation, God-with-us, and light for the world; it means 
turning toward God, the triumph of life, and the fire of the Holy Spirit in our hearts as 
we follow the way of Jesus’ teachings and life.  Now, we go from this place knowing 
that next week we return in joyful expectation, to begin a new year.  The wheel, ever 
old, turns once again in to our lives, ever new.  Thanks be to God, in all seasons and 
times. 
 

Placing of White/Gold 
 

Scripture: Colossians 1:15-20 
 

A reading from Colossians: 
 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in* him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 
17He himself is before all things, and in* him all things hold together. 18He is the head 
of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
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might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.        
 

HYMN    Jesus Shall Reign (vv 1,4,5)       ELW #434 

BLESSING 
God who loves us, who gives us eternal consolation and good hope, comfort your 
hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word; and the blessing of almighty 

God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                 Lift High the Cross                 ELW #660 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is our King. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE  —  "Ä Song of Gratitude", Edward Broughton, ©1987, Lorenz Publishing 
Co.           Organist—Brenda Peck 

 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXTS 
 

IN THIS SPECIAL SERVICE WE HEAR SCRIPTURE CONNECTED TO EACH OF THE SEASONS 
OF THE CHURCH YEAR. THE CHURCH YEAR IS CIRCULAR, BEGINNING WITH ADVENT 
MOVING TOWARD CHRISTMAS, EPIPHANY, LENT, EASTER, PENTECOST, ORDINARY 
TIME (ALSO KNOWN AS THE ‘TIME AFTER PENTECOST’), CHRIST THE KING AND ON TO 
A NEW CHURCH YEAR! THE SEASONS HAVE COLORS ASSIGNED TO THEM TO ASSIST 
THE FAITHFUL IN ENTERING INTO THE SEASON.  
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,  
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, HERB KIEL,  

RON WEBER, GENE WALKER,  ALLEN TURLEY, MARK HENDERSON 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, 
please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at 
(217)546-7646.   Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their 
name. 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 26: 
 

PRESIDING AND PREACHING:  PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC   
ASSISTING:  BECKY HENDRICKS       
USHERS:  ELIZABETH MITCHELL, CHERYL SCHNIRRING 
CAMERA:  JANET KOCIS 
POWERPOINT:  LINDA RICE 
MUSICIAN:  BRENDA PECK 
FELLOWSHIP:  FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
FLOWERS:  VALERIE SPURGEON —  TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26 CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
    IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM 
    DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 CHOIR PRACTICE — 7:00PM 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM 
    DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM 
    FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM 
    DECORATE COOKIES AFTER WORSHIP 

     



22 

 



23 

 

 

Plan to join us Wednesday evenings for our Midweek Advent Services. This 
year we will follow a “Dinner Church” style service. We gather in the fel-
lowship hall at 5:30p.m. for a meal, scripture, discussion, and the breaking 
of bread! Come, as we step out of the business of the season and spend 

time PAUSING, PREPARING, & PONDERING. (December 6, 13, 

20) 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER!! 
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 


