Third Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday, January 21, 2024
Peace Lutheran Church




WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and
strengthens our call to discipleship.

MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE — "Still, Still With Thee", tune (Alverstroke) by Joseph Barnby, Tom Birch-
wood, arr., © 2010, Lorenz Publishing Co. Organist — Brenda Peck

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
creator of darkness and light,

word of truth,

wind sweeping over the waters.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another

and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit
dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.

Restore us,

that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.



The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
God has spoken:

The time of grace is now.

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

You are God’s beloved.

Amen.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.




+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people
of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the ques-
tion “On whom should God have mercy?”

"The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, ““Get up, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that | tell you.” “So Jonah set out and
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly
large city, a three days’ walk across. “Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” “And the
people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and
small, put on sackcloth.

"“When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not
do it.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12 Read Responsively

“For God alone | wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
°God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.
’In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
“Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
“Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate
cannot be trusted. Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.
'“Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.



"'God has spoken once, twice have | heard it,
that power belongs to God.

'’Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, how-
ever, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which
even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

“’Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even
those who have wives be as though they had none, *“and those who mourn as though
they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and
those who buy as though they had no possessions, *‘and those who deal with the
world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is pass-
ing away.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW P.188
(0] 7 i
P AN p— | | I 1 I Il | 3 1
y 4N l‘r'- 1 1 | 1 "l . 1 1 ’} S T il T
< e |
G ——
Al-le -lu - 1ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
Q T T } } i I " : 1
eSS EEES SSSS S St = S Sseiese
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia.
Q 1 N ﬂ . i\ i i i % i l’ql - L "
(IR e === == =St =S
Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
n — gu— i
l{i-, - rél [ _JC———— — —gf __P Il\, i I i { | |
e e R = =r==—
Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - 1a.



GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20
The holy gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as
“the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize
this will respond with repentance and faith.

“’Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, ““and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; re-
pent, and believe in the good news.”

°As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. *’And Jesus said to them, “Follow
me and | will make you fish for people.” **And immediately they left their nets and fol-
lowed him. "“As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. “’Immediately he called them; and
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

HYMN OF THE DAY You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore ELW #817
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Text: Cesdreo Gabardin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946

Music: PESCADOR DE HOMBRES, Ceséreo Gabardin

Spanish and English text and music © 1979 Ceséreo Gabardin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

God of Grace,
receive our prayer.

THE SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

CHOIR ANTHEM — Thy Word Jack Schrader
Patti Christell, Solo
© 1984 this arr. 1994 Bug and Bear, Meadowgreen Music Co.
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+ THE MEAL +

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of
Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly,
or direct deposit from your bank.

OFFERING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come! ELW #314
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3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in  sor - row born,

4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day.

pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.

bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck. b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, 800.442.3358
All rights reserved. Used by permission

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One,
for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.
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COMMUNION SONG/HYMNS Psalm 62 Video Song
Here is Bread ELW #483

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

*+ bless you and remain with you always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW #535
Refrain— sung twice each time
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Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming., 1984
Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — "Then Shall Your Light Shine Forth", (French), Patricia Lou Harris, © 1998,
Lorenz Publishing Co. Organist — Brenda Peck

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5B121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT

AS WE CONTINUE THROUGH THE TIME AFTER EPIPHANY, STORIES OF THE CALL TO DIS-
CIPLESHIP SHOW US THE IMPLICATIONS OF OUR BAPTISMAL CALLING TO SHOW CHRIST
TO THE WORLD. JESUS BEGINS PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS AND CALLING PEOPLE
TO REPENTANCE RIGHT AFTER JOHN THE BAPTIST IS ARRESTED FOR PREACHING IN A
SIMILAR WAY. KNOWING THAT JOHN WAS LATER EXECUTED, WE SEE AT THE VERY
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OUTSET THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP. STILL, THE TWO SETS OF BROTHERS LEAVE EVERY-
THING THEY HAVE KNOWN AND WORKED FOR ALL THEIR LIVES TO FOLLOW JESUS AND
FISH FOR PEOPLE.

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,
GENE WALKER, BILL SPINDEL, NANCY KIEL, RAY STROH

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please
fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-
7646. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an individual’s permission to add their name.

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 21:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC

ASSISTING: MICHAEL HORN

USHERS: LIBBY LETTERLY, ELIZABETH MITCHELL

CAMERA: AMANDA KIM POWERPOINT: VALERIE SPURGEON
MUSICIAN: BRENDA PECK

REFRESHMENTS: ANN BECKER

FLOWERS: MARILYN HENDERSON — IN MEMORY OF RON HENDERSON

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM
YOUTH ASSIST DURING WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 CHOIR PRACTICE — 7:00PM
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM
ANNUAL MEETING FOLLOWING WORSHIP

17



ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNUAL
MEETING

A e

= SUNDAY,JANUARY 28, 2024

DWELLING IN THE W RD
Sundays at 10:45 a.m.

£ i

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX
AND
2023 END OF YEAR GIVING STATEMENTS
ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sundays@6
Adult Faith Formation

THE COLU R OF

CUMPRUMISE Begins February 4

6to7 p.m.

For details, contact Debi and Pete Ellertsen
Besmeting hady mund.ell n mail m

J.EMAR TISBY 217-793-2587

OF CARING

JANUARY 7 — FEBRUARY 11

2 cane of soup per week!
ALL PROCEEDS SUPPORT GRACE FOOD PANTRY
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

VALENTINES BOXES

For College Students
and Military Members

Addresses needed by
February 4

Contact Linda Rice

The Fellowship Committee will again be sending Valentine goody boxes to college stu-
dents and military personnel. We need addresses by February 4. Boxes will be filled
that Sunday and mailed Monday, February 5. You can contact Linda Rice at 217-494-
2658 or Irice10650@gmail.com.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to the church members who have given money to the church library. Five
books were purchased so far, one adult fiction and four picture books. These are listed
below. My plan is to try and read a book to our Littles each Sunday. We set up an area
with a little mat and a little couch by the picture books to encourage them to browse.

Our new books include:

"The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store" by James McBride. (Adult fiction).

"I Am Love: A Book of Compassion" by Susan Verde. (Picture book).

"The Wonderful Things You Will Be" by Emily Winfield Martin. (Picture book).
"Acorn Was a Little Wild" by Jen Arena. (Picture book).

"Llama Llama Loves to Read" by Anna Dewdney. (Picture book).

SEE NEWS YOU CAN USE FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

v f
v

REFRESHMENTS

SPONSORS NEEDED FOR
REFRESHMENTS AFTER
WORSHIP FOR 2024

If interested, please sign up
in the Narthex or contact
Linda Rice at 217-494-2658
or Irice10650@gmail.com

ALTAR FLOWERS
Sponsors needed for
2024! Sign up in the
Narthex, or call Yvonne
in the church office to
pick your date! $35.00
217-546-7646
SEVERAL DATES STILL
AVAILABLE

We still need sponsors for March 3 and March 31 and there are still
several dates for July — December.
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STOCK OUR

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP US

MICRO
PANTRY
STORAGE
SHELVES

OATMEAL, CEREAL AND PANCAKE MIX

PASTA SAUCE IN PLASTIC CONTAINERS

PASTA

PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY IN PLASTIC CONTAINERS
BROTH

INSTANT POTATOES

CRACKERS

SOUPS

TUNA IN A POUCH INSTEAD OF A CAN

NOODLE SIDES

STUFFING MIX

CEREAL BARS, GRANOLA BARS, TRAIL MIX AND NUTS
COFFEE

PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS

LAUNDRY DETERGENT

THANK YOU FOR BEING A NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBORS!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Agnes, martyr, died around 304

Sunday, January 21, 2024

Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The details of her martyrdom are not clear,
but she gave witness to her faith and was put to death as a result, most likely by the sword.
The church has honored her as one of the chief martyrs of her time.

Conversion of Paul

Thursday, January 25, 2024

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes to an end as
we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early church, the apostle
Paul. His encounter with the risen Christ turned him from persecutor of the followers of Christ
to one of their leaders.

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries

Friday, January 26, 2024

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul. Timothy
became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was imprisoned with Paul at Philip-
pi until they were delivered by an earthquake.

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith

Saturday, January 27, 2024

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as demonstrated
by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple goods, lent her home for a
church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and Phoebe was a deacon in the church at
Cenchrae.

If you would like
a visit from
Pastor Mary or
you have a
pastoral
emergency,
please call
Pastor on her
cell phone at
920.671.4338.
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Peace Lutheran Church

2800 West Jefferson

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: 217-546-7646

E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net

DONATIONS OF BLANKETS AND STUFFED ANIMALS
BEING TAKEN THROUGH FEBRUARY.
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