


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

 
+ GATHERING + 

 

P. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C. Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN        Jesus Christ is Risen Today                    ELW #365 



GREETING 
 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

P. The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
C. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
P. This is the day that the Lord has made. 
C.   Let us be glad and rejoice in it. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                     This is the Feast                             ELW p. 187 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Let us pray, O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power 
of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the 
joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 
 



+ WORD + 
 
READING: Acts 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from 
Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, 
so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people. 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no par-
tiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is ac-
ceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preach-
ing peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Ju-
dea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 
       After the lesson is read: 

P.    Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The Lord is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 



  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the work of the Lord.  
 18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 20“This is the gate of the Lord; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new 
life in Christ to a world that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the de-
struction of evil and the establishment of God’s victorious rule over all. 
 

19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died. 21For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the 
dead has also come through a human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be 
made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his 
coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over 
the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every au-
thority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 



       After the lesson is read: 

P.    Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Halle, Halle, Hallelujah      ELW #172 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                   Luke 24:1-12 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers 
go to the tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the 
empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become the first to proclaim the 
amazing news of resurrection. 
1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, tak-
ing the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were per-
plexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The 
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 
risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of 
Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they 
told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joan-



na, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to 
the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not be-
lieve them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he 
saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had hap-
pened. 
 
GOSPEL REFLECTION                                 The Reverend Mary Zupansic 
For a desolate and haunting place, Jesus’ gravesite sure attracted lot of peo-
ple.  Many of our congregations will read from Luke on Easter; others will read 
from John.  Matthew and Mark also recount the events of Easter morning.  In 
each, there are a lot of folks present.   
 
In Luke some characters are waiting when the visitors arrive.  We often call them 
“angels,” but that is not what the Bible says.  Its designation is “men.”  Yet there is 
something different about these “two men.” 
 
Verse 11 states the obvious – the Easter story seems  to be an “idle tale.”  Perhaps 
the writers of the Gospels included as many eyewitnesses as possible in order to 
overcome the tendency to dismiss those telling this improbable story.  When oth-
ers  bear witness to the something I want you to accept, it becomes more believa-
ble. 
 
Another line of note is verse 8;  “Then they remembered.”  Jesus had tried to tell 
them what was going to happen, but words don’t have the power of experi-
ence.  What experiences have you had since, you last heard the Easter story, 
which make it possible for you to hear and remember what God is doing in your 
life? 
 
The earlier references to dogwoods and crooked trees in this Faith Lens lift up an-
other aspect of the story.  The events of Easter do not erase our individuali-
ty.  Each of the Easter morning characters are, well, characters.  Peter confessed 
Jesus as Lord and then immediately argued with Jesus over how best to save the 
world.  Mary Magdalene had been the host of seven demons.  Characters 
each.  And they are our witnesses to the Easter events. 
 
Too often we see the story of Jesus as one which tries to make us into perfect rep-



licas of something we are not.  The Easter story bursts forth with reminders that it 
is the unique and distinctive traits of person each which give these events their 
eternal significance. 
 
By His death and resurrection Jesus destroys the  death of failing  to experience 
 the beauty and the blessings of our uniqueness.   Your particular voice is beautiful  
and needed.  Use it and bear witness to the wonder of Easter. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing      ELW #389 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 



creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
On this day of resurrection joy, let us offer our prayers for ourselves, our neigh-
bors, and our world. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Renewing God, the good news of your resurrection changed the world. Give 
church leaders and all the baptized the same excitement as the women at the 
tomb, and inspire us to share your abundant life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Sustaining God, your creation abounds with signs of new life in budding trees and 
newborn creatures. Provide fertile soil, ample sunlight, and nourishing rain for the 
growth of plants, and provide farmers with a plentiful harvest. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Sheltering God, strengthen and sustain all who support vulnerable people across 
the world. Empower government agencies and international organizations that 



provide for refugees and migrants forced to leave their homelands. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Encouraging God, you do a new thing among us. We pray for those gripped by 
fear and anxiety or who suffer in any way. Send us as your healing presence to 
places of hunger, pain, illness, or overwhelming sorrow. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Surprising God, you offer endless ways for us to delight in your grace. Give this 
community of faith a sense of joy and wonder in exploring new avenues of faith 
formation, worship, and discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Resurrecting God, you make us alive in Christ. Thank you for blessing us with 
faithful witnesses who now rest in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your 
abundant and ever-present mercy. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
 

P. The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 

 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 

 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the 
 ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal  
Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 
 
 
 



OFFERING HYMN       Let The Vineyards Be Fruitful             ELW p. 184 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Living God,  
C. you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 

and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and 
show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and be-
lieve in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 



P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glori-
ous resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has  brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 

 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.  The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, 
come. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD         ELW P. 191 



COMMUNION SONG/HYMN   I Will Rise         Tomlin|Maher 
 

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!        ELW # 377 



TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let us Pray, We give thanks, generous God, 
C. for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth where 

hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the 
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit 

of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    Thine is the Glory                          ELW #376 

 



DISMISSAL 
P. Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 

NEWS YOU CAN USE 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and 
we gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been 
set free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is ris-
en, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

 
 



COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
 
Tuesday, April 19—Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of 
Uppsala, died 1573; renewers of the church 
These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then 
returned to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus pub-
lished a catechism and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended the 
office of bishop and later became one. 
 
Thursday, April 21—Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, died 1109 
This eleventh-century monk was one of the greatest theologians of the Middle 
Ages. He is remembered for emphasizing the maternal aspects of God, and for the 
theory that the Son of God became human in order to make the necessary pay-
ment for our sin.. 
 
Friday, April 22—Day of the Creation (Día de la Creación) (LLC) 
This observance invites us to notice and give God thanks for the wonders of the 
created universe. As stewards of that creation, we are also challenged to be care-
ful in our use of it. 
 
Saturday, April 23—Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society, died 1960 
Born in Kobe, Japan, Kagawa was orphaned as a young child. Later, when he be-
came Christian, he was disowned by the rest of his family. Wishing to bring Chris-
tian principles into society, he worked among poor people, established schools 
and hospitals, and worked for peace. 

 
THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 

 Walter Hoyt, Kim Efird, Henry Harms, Jill Blackburn, Harriett Bartlett, Arlyn Lober 
Verlene Urekar, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Maureen Lober, Dee Sandstrom 

Peg Kastner, Jim Titone, Judy Barhoover, Gary Wood, Margaret Wood, 
Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 

 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, 
please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at 
(217)546-7646.   Other than those in the Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise 
notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 



ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, APR 17   Easter In person Worship —9:30 a.m. 
     
MONDAY, APR 18  OFFICE CLOSED—EASTER MONDAY 
 
WEDNESDAY, APR 20  Choir—7:00pm—Fellowship Hall 
 
THURSDAY, APR 21  Church Council—6:00pm 
 
SUNDAY, APR 24   In Person Worship — 9:30 a.m. 
     Vern Kleen—1:00pm to 4:00pm—Fellowship Hall 
     Adult Faith Formation—5:45pm (Zoom) 

 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF APRIL 17: 
Assisting Minister:  Doug McFarlan 

Ushers: Ron & Susan Krause 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS THIS WEEK: 
Sponsored by Claire Edgecomb  

in memory of her father, Ray Bogart 

 
PASTORAL CARE: If you would like a visit from Pastor Mary OR have a pastoral 
emergency, PLEASE contact Pastor on her cell phone @ 920-671-4338. You may 
also call the church office @ 217-546-7646 and leave a message. 
 

CHOIR REHERSALS BEING ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20TH AT 7:00PM IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP HALL. 








