


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us, 
redeems us, 
and calls us by name. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your glory 
when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word 
when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality 
to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
in the glory of your Son born among us, 
and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 
Rejoice in this good news: 

In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 



You are descendants of the Most High, 
adopted into the household of Christ, 
and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   Hark, the Glad Sound        ELW #239 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW P. 187 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written 

for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may 
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
A reading from Nehemiah. 
 
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law 
of Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins 
and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the Lord is 
your strength.” 
 

1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water 
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the 
Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This 
was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square be-
fore the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men 
and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people 
were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 
all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, 
all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the 
people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their 
heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from 
the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and 
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the 
people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the 
people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go 
your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for 



whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, 
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 19 
 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the  
     world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the 
end of      
     it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get domin-
ion   



      over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your  
       sight, 
  O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe 
how intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in 
Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today. 
 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear 
would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell 
be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there 
are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 
need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the 
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
23and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with 
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 
24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so ar-
ranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there 
may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care 
for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one mem-
ber is honored, all rejoice together with it. 27Now you are the body of Christ and 



individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms 
of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are 
all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of heal-
ing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            ELW  p. 188 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                    Luke 4:14-21 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 4th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In 
the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 
 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in 
their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16When he came to Nazareth, 



where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as 
was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say 
to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
Many people find it scary or uncomfortable to give blood.  In this week’s gospel 
lesson Jesus does something even more difficult:  he goes back to his hometown, 
Nazareth, to teach in the synagogue there. He quickly finds out that it’s not easy 
to go back home, where everyone knows you as a “normal” person, and present 
yourself as the Son of God, healer, and savior.Some of the people listening to him 
probably babysat him when he was young, taught him to read, or watched him 
apprentice as a carpenter under his earthly father, Joseph.  
 
Luke’s gospel says that everyone was “amazed” at him and “spoke well” of him, 
but they just couldn’t get past one thing: how could “Joseph’s son” be a prophet?
Jesus took their reaction, however kindly intended, as a rejection. “Truly I tell 
you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown.” The chapter ends 
with the townspeople angrily trying to stone Jesus outside of town. But Jesus es-
capes them and leaves the area, the rejection complete.  
 
It seems incredible that Jesus would be rejected, when to us he represents not on-
ly truth, but God’s unconditional love for each one of us. However, Jesus did not 
come to maintain the status quo, he came, in many ways, to demolish it. That was 
a lot for people to handle, especially people who knew him before his ministry 
started.  
 



Most times, when Jesus was rejected, people didn’t understand what he was try-
ing to do. Even when Jesus gave them the information they needed, they couldn’t 
wrap their minds around it.  Their existing ideas of the world wouldn’t let their 
minds accept what Jesus was saying about God and the world. They found it hard 
to accept a divine love bigger than any nation, culture, religion, or community. 
 
We too have existing ideas of the world and what it’s like.  They can get in the way 
 of understanding Jesus—who he is, and why he came. We need to see Jesus as he  
really is, rather than making him who we want him to be.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing       ELW #886 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the 
faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to 
all people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful 
bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every 
creature in between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our so-
ciety, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dis-
pel violence, and bring an end to war. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 



Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for 
people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or 
those living under oppression. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this con-
gregation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who en-
ters into worship and ministry among us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has 
now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. We remember especially the 
Roeschley family as they morn the loss of Norma. Bring us together in your ever-
lasting glory. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  ELW p. 184 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, 
C. Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our 

journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and pre-
pare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 



P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 



Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 



        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 191 

 
CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS      Famous One  Tomlin|Reeves 
 
   
 



  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness        ELW # 843 

 
   Here Is Bread   ELW #483 

Here is bread, here is wine. 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Break the bread, taste the wine. 
Christ is with us here. 

  
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 



Here is grace, here is peace. 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Know his grace, find his peace, 
Feast on Jesus here. 
  
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
  
Here we are, joined in one. 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
We’ll proclaim till he comes 
Jesus crucified. 
  
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 

 
TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let Us Pray. We give thanks, gracious God, 
C. for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good 

news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of 
your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 
forever. 

C.   Amen. 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve             ELW #551 

DISMISSAL 
P. Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 



News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. Peo-
ple weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is anoth-
er reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.  
 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Tuesday, January 25 —Conversion of Paul 
The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes 
to an end as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early 
church, the apostle Paul. His encounter with the risen Christ turned him from per-
secutor of the followers of Christ to one of their leaders. 
 
Wednesday, January 26—Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 
These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul. 
Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was impris-
oned with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake. 
 
Thursday, January 27 —Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 
Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as 
demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple 
goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and 
Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae. 
 
Friday, January 28—Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 
One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, Aquinas 
worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of 
the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell), Henry Harms, Pamela Scott 

Verlene Urekar,  Jim Neal, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Jane Titone, Mark Shafer 



If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 
 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, JAN 23  In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
    Reconvened Annual Meeting after worship 
 
SUNDAY, JAN 30  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 23: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Becky Hendricks 

Ushers: Doug McFarlan and Linda Shudrowitz 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Provided by the  

Ron and Susan Krause  

In memory of Ron’s parents, 

Alma and Leonard. 










