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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and
strengthens our call to discipleship.

MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE — Alleluia, Give Thanks - Tom Porter, setting © 1996, Concordia Publishing
House Organist — Brenda Peck

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that
we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Chris-
tian community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow
believers who were in need.



*’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. “*With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. *“There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the pro-
ceeds of what was sold. *’They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to
each as any had need.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 133 Read Responsively

"How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
‘It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
“It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1-2:2

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our
confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s
death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.

"We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning
the word of life—’this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and de-
clare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we de-
clare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. ‘We are
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him while
we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; "but if we walk in the
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-



selves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. "If we say that we have
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

“My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; ‘and
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the
whole world.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hallalujah! Words of Life (2 times)

Hal-le - lu - jah! Where else would we__ go? Hal-le - lu - jah! Words of life!

Hal-le - lu - jah! Where else would we__ go? Hal-le - lu - jah! Words of life!
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Hal-le - lu - jah! Words of life!

©2019 Worldmaking net (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Use with permission, please. Licensed via OneLicense.net, CCLI and Worldmaking.net

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to St. John the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” *’After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “'Jesus said



to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” “’When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. *’If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”

*“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. “’So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

“°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Alt-
hough the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” *’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” “*Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” “’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

“’Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC
MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

THE SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

CHOIR ANTHEM — God is Here! Jean Anne Shafferman
© 2012 Lorenz Publishing Company

+ THE MEAL +
o
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
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for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
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We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God'’s table.

LAMB OF GOD ELW P. 191
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COMMUNION SONG/HYMNS This is Amazing Grace Video Song
| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW #815
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TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW #207
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927

Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet
to proclaim your goodness
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.
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BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

*+ bless you now and always.

Amen
SENDING HYMN Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW #535
Refrain— sung twice each time
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I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hun - ger.

strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joy - ful gos - pel.

Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE — Redemption Song from Faust, Chas. F. Gounod, Ellen Jane Lorenz, arr.,
© 1944 Lorenz Publishing Co. Organist — Brenda Peck

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT

THE EASTER SEASON IS A WEEK OF WEEKS, SEVEN SUNDAYS WHEN WE PLAY IN THE
MYSTERY OF CHRIST'S PRESENCE, MOSTLY THROUGH THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF
JOHN. TODAY WE GATHER WITH THE DISCIPLES ON THE FIRST EASTER, AND JESUS
BREATHES THE SPIRIT ON US. WITH THOMAS WE ASK FOR A SIGN, AND JESUS OFFERS
US HIS WOUNDED SELF IN THE BROKEN BREAD. FROM FRIGHTENED INDIVIDUALS WE
ARE TRANSFORMED INTO A COMMUNITY OF OPEN DOORS, PEACE, FORGIVENESS,
AND MATERIAL SHARING SUCH THAT NO ONE AMONG US IS IN NEED.
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THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,
GENE WALKER, NANCY KIEL, RAY STROH,
VALERIE SPURGEON, DIANE CHRISTELL,

RON GUPPY, SANDY GUPPY

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please fill out a Prayer
Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646. Please note—for privacy
reasons, we must have an individual's permission to add their name.

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF APRIL 7:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC
ASSISTING: ELIZABETH MITCHELL

USHERS: JOE HENKLE, LINDA SHUDROWITZ

CAMERA: AMANDA KIM

POWERPOINT: LUCAS ROACH

MUSICIAN: BRENDA PECK

REFRESHMENTS: FRIENDS OF FELLOWSHIP

FLOWERS: LINDA SHUDROWITZ — IN HONOR OF MOM’S BIRTHDAY

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, APRIL 7 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MTG. — 11:15AM
SUNDAYS@6 — 6:00PM

MONDAY, APRIL 8 QUILTERS — 6:00PM

TUESDAY, APRIL 9 QUILTERS — 9:00AM—NOON

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10 LADIES BREAKFAST — 8:30AM
FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE — 5:30PM (ZOOM)
CHOIR PRACTICE — 7:00PM

THURSDAY, APRIL 11 EVANGELISM/FAITHFUL INNOVATIONS — 6:00PM

SUNDAY, APRIL 14 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING — 11:15AM
SUNDAYS@6 — 6:00PM
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

DWELLING IN THE WORD MEETS AT 10:45AM AFTCR WORSHIP
SUNDAYS@6 MLLTS VIA Z00M AT 6:00PM ON SUNDAY EVENINGS. SEE
NYCU FOR A LINK TO THE MEETING.

TO SPONSOR ALTAR FLOWERS, SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX OR CALL
YVONNE IN THE GHURCH OFFIGE AT 247-546-71646.

TO SPONSOR REFRESHMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME AFTER WORSHIP,
CONTACT LINDA RIGE AT 247-434-2658,

LADIES BREAKFAST — WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10TH, 8:30AM - ALL LADIES
ARE WELCOME!

HELP US KEEP OUR MICRO PANTRY STOCKED !

YARD & BAKE SALE

MAY 4™ 8AM — 4PM
In church parking lot.

Peace Lutheran Church “
2800 W. Jefferson St.

All proceeds benefit the
mission and ministry of
Peace Lutheran Church.

SEE NYCU FOR MORE INFORMATION! !
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Peace Lutheran Church

2800 West Jefferson

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: 217-546-7646

E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net

If you would like
a visit from
Pastor Mary or
you have a
pastoral
emergency,
please call
Pastor on her
cell phone at
920.671.4338.
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