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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping with   
us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.    
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no se-
crets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   O Come, All Ye Faithful                   ELW #283 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW P. 187 
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ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, JAN 2  In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
    Drive Thru Communion—11:00—11:30am 
 
TUESDAY, JAN 4  Community Service Committee—5:30pm—Zoom 
 
SUNDAY, JAN 9  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

 

 
ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 2: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : Bretz Family 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Elizabeth Mitchell 

Ushers: Linda Shudrowitz & Elaine Urekar 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Provided by the Ron and Susan 

Kruase in memory of Susan’s 

mom, Erma. 
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DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is re-
vealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed 
with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the 
Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, 
the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these 
ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 
 

Commemorations this week 
 
Sunday, Janaury 2 —Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 
1872 
A nineteenth-century German Lutheran pastor, Loehe worked to enliven the church 
with the eucharist at its center, from which would flow evangelism and social ministry. 
He sent pastors to North America, Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and the Ukraine. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell), Henry Harms 

Verlene Urekar,  Jim Neal, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Jane Titone 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please fill 
out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   
Other than those in the Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 217.546-7646, or text 
Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P.    Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incar-
nate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zi-
on Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express 
their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow. 
 
7Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief 
of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant 
of Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them 
from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with 
child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With 
weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them 
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walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have 
become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 10Hear the word of the Lord, 
O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will 
gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 11For the Lord has ransomed Ja-
cob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12They shall come and sing 
aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 
over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them 
gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be 
satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 
 12Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 
  praise your God, O Zion, 
 13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
  and has blessed your children within you. 
 14God has established peace on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
 15God sends out a command to the earth, 
  a word that runs very swiftly.  
 16God gives snow like wool, 
  scattering frost like ashes. 
 17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand against God’s cold? 
 18The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
 19God declares the word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judgments to Israel. 
 20The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
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in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
C.   Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing             ELW #270 
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TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let Us Pray. We thank you, wonderous God, for Jesus, 
C. God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of 

love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound 
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A reading from Ephesians. 
 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are 
united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been 
promised eternal salvation. 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined 
us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of 
his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Be-
loved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespass-
es, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and in-
sight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inher-
itance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all 
things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our 
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance 
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            ELW  p. 188 
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GOSPEL LESSON                                                                    John 1:10-18 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things 
were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 
 
 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testi-
fied to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close 
to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
Luke’s gospel is a story about the good news of Jesus. Luke wants us to know that Jesus 
is the Lord that the prophet Isaiah was talking about when he said, “Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight.” And, John, son of Zechariah, is the one preparing 
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    What Feast of Love   ELW #487 
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        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you. 

 
LAMB OF GOD                      ELW p. 191 

 
CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS    Glory (Let There Be Peace)  Stevens|Maher|Popadic 
 
   The First Noel                 ELW # 300 
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Jesus’ way.  
 
John is out there preaching, baptizing,  and inviting people to turn their lives around to 
meet the Lord, who is on his way. The prophet Isaiah paints an amazing picture of how 
extreme this preparation should be. “Every valley should be filled. Every mountain and 
hill made low. The crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth.” 
Any barrier for the Lord should be removed. Jesus’ way is barrier free.  
 
This image is about making it easy for Jesus to get where you are now. This image is 
not just about little changes. It is about big things, too. Every valley, that means even 
the Grand Canyon. Every mountain and hill, that means the Rockies and the Alps and 
even Mount Everest. Crooked, straight. Rough, smooth. No twisty-turny roads to get 
lost on. No bumpy stony roads to stumble on. Easy access. And this access is a two-way 
street. If Jesus’ way to us should be made barrier free, then the same goes for our ac-
cess to Jesus. Nothing should stand in the way of getting to Jesus. John the Baptist’s 
task, according to Luke, is to preach forgiveness for all who turn to Jesus, no matter 
where they find themselves in life.   
 
Many things in our lives get in the way of hearing God’s word of forgiveness in Jesus. 
Sometimes it is the voice whispering in our ears, words of unworthiness. Perhaps it is 
the memories of traumatic things which keep us from believing that the way to Jesus’ 
love is easy. Maybe it is teachings we’ve heard which suggest that God’s love is not 
meant for us because of how we look or who we love. So we think God’s forgiveness is 
not meant for us.  
 
Isaiah’s words are about extreme, barrier-free love. That seems too good to be true.  
God couldn’t possibly love me or him or her or them. Or could God, indeed, love any of  
us at any time, all the time? How many people do we know who find themselves living  
in a wilderness of their own making, desperately needing to hear a voice crying out 
 into their wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!”? God’s love constantly breaks  
into the world and Luke points to it. Isaiah points to it. Others around us point to it.  
We, too, can point to “barrier-free Jesus, for ourselves and for others in the world  
around us.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY           What Child Is This                 ELW #296 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
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made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, 
let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our attention 
to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your church a 
place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Awaken us always to your wis-
dom and deepen our care for your natural world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Teach nations and peo-
ples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and identities 
have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating the 
adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with 
infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this congrega-
tion or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As the seasons 
and the calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service. Lead us in your grace 
until, with all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confi-
dent of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of 
 Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly,  
or direct deposit from your bank. 
 
OFFERING HYMN      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  ELW p. 184 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Gracious God, 
C. your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and 

these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table 
D. and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the 
eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 


