
Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA 



WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.  Nursery care is provided for young  children during Sunday worship. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 

+ GATHERING + 
The congregation stands as they are able, for the reading of the processional Gospel 

 

P. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL 
P. The Holy Gospel according to St Luke 19:28-40 
C.    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
28After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.   29When 
he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Ol-
ives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The 
Lord needs it.’ ” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told 
them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you unty-
ing the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and 
after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, 
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now approaching the 
path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began 
to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 
seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in 
heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd 



said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if 
these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 
P.    The gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
+ THE BLESSING OF THE PALMS + 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P.   Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messi-
ah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless 
these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in 
the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into 
life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C.    Amen. 
P. Let us go forth in peace. 
C. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN               All Glory, Laud and Honor                     ELW #344 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Je-
sus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy 
enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of 
his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 
FIRST LESSON 
 
A reading from Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s obedience in the midst of perse-
cution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet himself or a remnant of faithful Is-
rael, Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems. 
 

4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sus-
tain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to 
listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and 
my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult 
and spitting. 7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; there-
fore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he 
who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 



Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord God who helps 
me; who will declare me guilty? 
After the lesson is read: 

P.   Word of God, word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN   Jesus, I will Ponder Now  (vv 1 & 4)                ELW #345 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
When a king or president comes to a town it is often a very big deal.  In ancient 



times a king arrived riding a large impressive stallion surrounded by armed sol-
diers as a sign of might.  Banner bearers carried the crest of the king’s family and 
trumpeters blew their horns to announce the king’s arrival and to draw every-
one’s attention to the king’s presence. The image suggests grandeur, importance, 
power, and might.  
 
In light of that, it may seem strange that Jesus rode into Jerusalem for the last 
time on a colt (or a donkey as is often pictured).  The donkey has been a work ani-
mal for thousands of years and, since Jesus used every day examples and items to 
proclaim God’s kingdom, it makes sense that he would use an ordinary animal to 
make his entrance to Jerusalem.  Also, being as well versed in Scripture as he was, 
Jesus may have been intentionally trying to bring to mind a passage from the 
Prophet Zechariah, “Tell the daughter of Zion, look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a don-
key” (Zechariah 9:9).   
 
There were no banners or trumpets, no show of military might and no body-
guards.  The people following Jesus were not the beautiful people of the day, but 
ordinary folks. They did greet Jesus as a king saying, “Blessed is the king who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heav-
en!”  The image speaks loudly that Jesus is a humble king riding a humble animal. 
 
The clash of those two images, those two kings, will play out the entire week of 
Jesus’ passion.  There is the power of the Chief Priest, Herod and Pilate, in con-
trast to the humility of Jesus.  In the gospel of Luke, humility is a quality Jesus lifts 
up for the disciples then and now.  In part of our reading for this week, when the 
disciples argue among themselves as to who is the greatest, Jesus encourages 
them to be humble and to be servants (Luke 22:24-27).  
 
In today’s scripture from Philippians, Saint Paul writes, “Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not re-
gard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even 
death on a cross.” 
 



When these two kingships collide, it appears that power and might win over 
 humility and love, but we know the truth.  In the resurrection, Jesus becomes the  
victor.  As disciples of Jesus we are called to follow Jesus’ way of humility, love,  
mercy and peace.  Those virtues still win the day…every day!    

 
A READING OF THE PASSION ACCORING TO THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE 

The congregation may follow along and participate where indicated. 
 

The congregation may take a moment for silent meditation on the 
 passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                O Sacred Head, Now Wounded          ELW #351 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

        I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

        I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us un-
flinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the forc-
es of injustice and practice radical compassion. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the earth and all its inhabitants. Train us to recognize your divine goodness in 
the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that we take greater 
care of its resources. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: 
Supply them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. De-
liver them from fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany 
those who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, 
and embrace those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill. We 
pray especially for those on our prayer list and all who have asked for our prayers. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the 
cross: Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, unmer-
ited forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We remember those who have died and have been commended in your hands. 
Remember us when you come into your kingdom, and prepare a place for each of 
us with you in paradise. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
 

P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 

 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 
 
 
 



+ THE MEAL + 
 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church.  
We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit  
from you bank. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  Create in Me a Clean Heart        ELW #186 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P.    Let us pray. Extravagant God,  
C.    you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your 
feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer 
here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 

 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them up to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
       It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your 
people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY            ELW p. 144 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 



You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
C.    Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 



To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
C.     Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P.   Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD             ELW p. 146 



CONTEMPORARY/COMMUNION HYMNS Sing Hosana       Joshua Blakesley 
 
  Beneath the Cross of Jesus                                 ELW #338 

TABLE BLESSING  
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P.   Let us pray. Blessed Jesus, 
C.   in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 



Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. Amen 
 
BENEDICTION 
P.   You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened 

for the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this 
day and always. 
C.   Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                           Love Divine, All Love Excelling                    ELW #631 

 



SENDING 
P.   Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the 
journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, 
or do violence to him. Though persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not 
disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for those who put him to death. We have 
walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us invited through baptism 
to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week 
accompanying Jesus to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, 
trusting in God’s redeeming love.  

 
COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Sunday, April 10 —Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557 
Consecrated bishop of Turku, Finland, without the approval of the pope, Agricola 
began a reform along Lutheran lines. In only three years, he translated the New 
Testament and worship texts into Finnish, in the process establishing the rules of 
Finnish writing that are still used today. 

 
THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 

Walter Hoyt, Kim Efird, Henry Harms, Jill Blackburn, Harriett Bartlett, Arlyn Lober 
Verlene Urekar, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Maureen Lober, Dee Sandstrom 

Peg Kastner, Jim Titone, Judy Barhoover, Gary Wood, Margaret Wood, 
Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 

 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the 
prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their 
name. 

 

 
 



ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, APR 10  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, APR  14 In Person Worship—Maundy Thursday– 6:30pm 
 
FRIDAY, APR 15  In Person Worship—Good Friday—6:30pm 
 
 

SUNDAY, APR 17  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45pm 
 

 
 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF APRIL 10: 
Assisting Minister:  Lois McConomy 

Ushers: Andrea Berryman & Steve McComomy 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS THIS WEEK: 
Provided by Sharon Gipson  

in memory of her son, Dave Goriszewski 

 
PASTORAL CARE: If you would like a visit from Pastor Mary OR have a pastoral 
emergency, PLEASE contact Pastor on her cell phone @ 920-671-4338. You may 
also call the church office @ 217-546-7646 and leave a message. 
 
MORE EASTER BUTTERFLYS NEEDED—Keep those butterflies coming.  We need 
many more to complete our project.  Butterfly sheets are available in the narthex.  
Cut and color and return.  Join us on Easter Sunday to see the results! 
 

 



Fold Your Own Palm Cross—The next page holds simple directions for folding 

your palm leaf into a cross. Give it a try!  Take your palm leaf or palm cross home 

with you and display it in a place that will remind you of the events of Holy Week. 

Allow the palm to invite you into reflecting on the sacrifice that our Lord Jesus 

Christ offered for each of us—a reminder of His tremendous love for us.   




