


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepara-
tion. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 



Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG      Come, Thou Almighty King             ELW # 408 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW p. 139 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be 

priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divid-
ed by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 
A reading from Daniel. 
 



To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the op-
pression they were experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. 
The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all nations to account and will give domin-
ion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah. 
 
 9As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, 
his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne 
was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. 10A stream of fire issued and 
flowed out from his presence. A thousand thousands served him, and ten thou-
sand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the 
books were opened. 
13As I watched in the night visions,  I saw one like a human being coming with the  
clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. 
14To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall 
not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 93 
 1The Lord is king, robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed 
with strength. 
  The Lord has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved. 
 2Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; 
  you are from everlasting.  
 3The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 
 4Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the 
sea, 
  mightier is the Lord who dwells on high. 
 5Your testimonies are very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O Lord, forever and forevermore.  
 
SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8 
 
A reading from Revelation. 



The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of 
time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over 
the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4bGrace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faith-
ful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.   To 
him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even 
those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So 
it is to be. Amen.  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  ELW  p. 142 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                  John 18:33-37 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 18th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exer-
cising power: through force or with love. 
 



33Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth lis-
tens to my voice.” 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
The kingdom of God is like… 
 
Our reading today comes during Jesus’ last hours before his death.  Jesus has been 
handed over to the Pilate, the Roman governor, by Caiaphas, the Jewish high 
priest.  They tell Pilate Jesus is a criminal whom they want put to death, but Pilate 
is not sure of what Jesus may be guilty. (John 18.29-31)  So Pilate questions Jesus, 
asking if he is the “King of the Jews.” This is a political rather than religious charge. 
Pilate does not care about the religious infighting, but he does care if there is a 
new political ruler rising to challenge Roman rule.  In his typical fashion, Jesus 
does not provide a clear answer to Pilate’s question. 
 
When asked if he is King of the Jews, Jesus replies, “My kingdom is not from this 
world.”  Jesus has a kingdom, but it is not here on earth.  The world has proved 
they are not ready for Jesus’ kingdom of serving the lowly, forgiving sins, and lov-
ing your enemies.  Because the world is not ready, Jesus is standing before Pilate 
facing death.  Yet, this is not the end of the story.  Jesus rose from the dead and 
promises to return with his kingdom. 
 
Now it’s up to us, the followers of Christ, to wonder: What is this kingdom not of 
this world?  What does Jesus’ reign look like?  How do we welcome Jesus’ reign 



into our lives and our world?  We live in waiting, waiting for Christ to return and 
for Christ’s kingdom to come to earth.  But as we wait, we see glimpses of Christ’s 
kingdom right now.  When we follow Christ by loving and serving others, we bring 
God’s kingdom to others. 
 
I have a friend who loves to share on her social media when she sees the kingdom 
of heaven break into our world.  She posts “the kingdom of heaven is like…” and 
then shares stories of places she has seen Jesus’ kingdom.  These stories include a 
competitive runner who helps an opponent rather than going for the win, farmers 
who come together to harvest their neighbors’ crops after tragedy, and a couple 
who spent their flight helping an anxious teenager cope with turbulence. 
 
So, when it came time to pick a current event for this Faith Lens, I didn’t do what I  
usually do.  I didn’t look for a prominent news story that was on my mind.   
Instead, I looked for a story that would give us a glimpse of a kingdom not of this  
world.  It took a bit longer to find this type of story, but I think this story of kids  
taking time out of their trick-or-treating to share some joy with a stranger gives us  
a great picture of what the kingdom of God looks like. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           Jesus Shall Reign            ELW #434 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we 
pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 



God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers, mis-
sionaries, evangelists, and teachers who carry your forgiveness and love to the 
world. Fill their words and actions with compassion and kindness so that your 
truth will shine. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living 
things longing for the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to 
endangered animals and rare insects. Give human beings compassionate hearts to 
care for them. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the mem-
bers of international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the future. 
Give them the humility and wisdom to make just decisions to benefit all. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve 
you. We pray for people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries 
in our community. Renew them in their work. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the 
friends of our congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for 
all who are sick and suffering. Join their prayers with ours and unite them with us 
in the body of Christ. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks 
for those whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. 
Empower us to join their witness. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with 
us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
OFFERING HYMN     Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  ELW p. 184 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Holy God, 
C. the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell among 

your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, and 
strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 144 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 

surrounded by evil and bordered by death 
we appeal to you, 
our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge. 

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace 
and promised an end to injustice and harm. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

the sacrifice of his life and death 
and the victory of his resurrection, 
we await with all the saints 
his loving redemption of our suffering world. 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine 
and on all who share in the body and blood of your Son: 
teach us your mercy and justice, 
and make all things new in Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 



 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.   A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 146 

CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS  Sing to the King          Foote | Home 
 



  Beautiful Savior                  ELW # 838 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let us Pray, Blessed Jesus, 
C. at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. Now send us forth to 



extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast togeth-
er at your heavenly banquet. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, 

bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore. 
C. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    Lift High the Cross                      ELW #660 

DISMISSAL 
P. Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 



 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for 
a true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One 
(Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given domin-
ion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an 
earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and 
those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the 
day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of 
love.  

 
COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Tuesday, November 23, —Clement, Bishop of Rome, died around 100 
Clement was the third bishop of Rome. He is best remembered for a letter he 
wrote to the congregation in Corinth, still struggling with the same problems that 
led to Paul's letters to them. As did Paul, he focused on the need for love among 
Christians. 
 
Miguel Agustín Pro, martyr, died 1927 
Pro grew up in a time when the Mexican revolutionaries accused the church of 
siding with the wealthy. He became a Jesuit priest, and worked on behalf of the 
poor and homeless. Falsely accused of throwing a bomb at a government official, 
he was executed, but not before crying out "Long live Christ the King!" 
 
Wednesday, November 23—Justus Falckner, died 1723; Jehu Jones, died 1852; 
William Passavant, died 1894; pastors in North America 
Not only was Falckner the first Lutheran ordained in North America, but he pub-
lished a catechism which was the first Lutheran book published on the continent. 
Jones was the Lutheran church's first African American pastor and carried out mis-
sionary work in Philadelphia which led to the formation there of the first African 
American Lutheran congregation (St. Paul's). William Passavant helped to estab-



lish hospitals and orphanages in a number of cities and was the first to introduce 
deaconesses to the work of hospitals in the United States. 
 
 
Thursday, November 24—Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, died 1748 
Thought by many to be the greatest hymnwriter in the English language, Watts as 
a youth was critical of the quality of the metrical psalter of the time. He wrote 
about 600 hymns—many based on the psalms, but others that are not. 
 
 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 

Verlene Urekar,  Jim Neal, Dale Kruckeberg  
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 
 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 
SUNDAY, NOV 21  In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
     Annual Congregational Meeting—After Worship 
 
THURSDAY, NOV 24  Thanksgiving—OFFICE CLOSED 
 
FRIDAY, NOV. 25   OFFICE CLOSED 
 
SUNDAY, NOV. 28  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

 



ASSISTING THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Doug McFarlan 

Ushers: Henry Harms & Andrea Berryman 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Are given to the glory of God 

 
 
 
 

 








