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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping with   
us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.    
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                 WHEN MORNING GILDS THE SKIES   ELW #853 

 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  YOURS, LORD, IS THE GLORY   ELW #849 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the 
cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word 
above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING:        Genesis 18:1-10a 

The Lord visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the 
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birth of a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age. 

1The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his 
tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When 
he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the 
ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a 
little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me 
bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—
since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abra-
ham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of 
choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, ten-
der and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took 
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood 
by them under the tree while they ate. 
 9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 
10aThen one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall 
have a son.” 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 15 Read responsively 
1Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart;  
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the Lord. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the inno-     
cent. Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  

 

SECOND READING:        Colossians 1:15-28 

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” 
Because Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory. 
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15[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;16for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him 
and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is 
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
that he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 21And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has 
now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blame-
less and irreproachable before him—23provided that you continue securely established 
and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that 
you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became 
a servant of this gospel. 
 24I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25I be-
came its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make 
the word of God fully known, 26the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages 
and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make 
known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and 
teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 
 

P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  ELW p. 205 
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GOSPEL LESSON               Luke 10:38-42 

P.  The holy gospel according to Luke the 10th chapter. 
C.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her con-
cern for her many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in 
the presence of God. 
38Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Mar-
tha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not 
care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 
41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by 
many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which 
will not be taken away from her.” 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
 

We set the table just so. We light fresh taper candles. We mop the floor and put out 
the best china. We carefully attend to the recipe, being sure to exclude any allergens 
and to include tons of home-cooked flavor. 

Many of us have been taught how to be hospitable to guests in our home. In fact, 
there’s a whole industry dedicated to hospitality and making others feel welcome in 
new places! 
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But today we are reminded that hospitality is not just a matter of attention to detail, 
but of attention to the individual guests too. 

Though this text is often used to pit Mary and Martha against one another in the hearts 
of hearers (with Mary often winning that contest), perhaps it is less about either/or 
and more a both/and situation. 

Jesus is on the scene, and Martha is so busy trying to make him feel welcome that she 
neglects to pay attention to him. Certainly, he is the focus of her work (she wants the 
place ready for him!), but when it comes to Jesus, his words are at a premium, and 
Mary devotes her attention to making him feel welcome by making him feel heard. 

Martha is not wrong in her desire to create the right environment. Her intention is 
right. Being welcoming is serious business and takes time and effort (and she could 
probably use her sister’s help to get the work done!). But what good is a clean house 
and a good meal at the expense of the guests being seen, heard, and truly known? 

For heavenly hospitality in homes, churches, and communities, it is not enough to set 
the table and invite the guests. They must be listened to, heard, and given attention. 
Both intention and attention must be considered for true hospitality to be shown. In 
Jesus, God shows humanity both. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          GIVE ME JESUS            ELW #770 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in 
need. 
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A brief silence. 

Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church gathers to hear your word, 
share your meal, and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome strangers as we have 
been welcomed by you. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. Teach humankind to honor 
and protect all creation, including living things that remain hidden from our eyes such 
as air, atmosphere, molecules, and microscopic creatures. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Through Christ you reconcile all things. Motivate those in power to end enslavement, 
dehumanization, or brutality of any kind and to protect and improve the lives of Indige-
nous peoples. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are worried and distracted by many 
things of your constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, body, or spirit. Sus-
tain all who are afflicted and those who serve as caregivers. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

In Christ you make your word fully known. Inspire this worshiping community to abide 
fully in your word as we sit at the feet of Jesus. Bless the ministry of teachers and Bible 
study leaders. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In Christ you brought forth the firstborn from the dead. We give thanks for the saints 
you have gathered at your table. Gather us with them in your eternal glory. God of 
grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust 
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 

Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful     ELW #184  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A.   Let us pray. God of abundance: 
C. you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, 
       strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
       in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 

LAMB OF GOD                     ELW p. 208 
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COMMUNION HYMN(S) OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART, LORD      CONTEMPORARY 
    LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER                   ELW #471 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C.    Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A.  Life-giving God, 
C.   through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 
       Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come   
       to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
 

BLESSING 

P.   The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 
       and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  GOD WHO STRETCHED THE SPANGLED HEAVENS      ELW #771 
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DISMISSAL 
P.   Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
 

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to 
“listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary 
and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the assembly to 
hear the word of God, the word of life.  

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
 

Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 
Sunday, July 17, 2022 
A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the 
military. Upon arriving in the West, Las Casas was granted a large estate with Indige-
nous enslaved people whom he freed after he was ordained a priest. He worked in the 
Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives of the native peoples. 
 

Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
Friday, July 22, 2022 
Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her encounter 
with the risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his 
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ministry. She was present at Jesus' crucifixion and his burial. 
 

Birgitta of Sweden, Renewer of the church, died 1373 
Saturday, July 23, 2022 
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, 
she gave all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns 
led by a woman. Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Verlene Urekar, Judy Barhoover, Jim Harris, Elaine Urekar,  

Donna Lane, Addie Lemmonns, Carol Richards, Jay Edgecomb 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to 
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR 
call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 
 
 

ZOOM MEETINGS / IN-PERSON EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 17  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation Zoom—6:00pm (Link in NYCU) 
     

SUNDAY, JULY 24  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation Zoom—6:00pm (Link in NYCU) 
 

 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JULY 17 
Assisting Minister:  Carter Kim 
Ushers:  Mike & Sandy Barker 

Video:  Linda Rice 
Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS PLACED BY 
To the Glory of God 
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HELP US KEEP 
OUR

MICROPANTRY
STOCKED

Non-perishables 
may be put directly in the 
pantry or dropped off in 

the church office.

July 21

Lela Espenchied
Terri Harms
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 

Sundays@6
Adult Faith Formation

Beginning July 10

6 to 7 p.m. on Zoom

For details contact

Debi and Pete Ellersten

Edmund.ellertsen85@gmail.com

Or 217-793-2587


