


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and 
encourage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and ser-
vice. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 



and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise       ELW #310 



GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                         ELW P. 187 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy 

Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water 
and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children 
of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. 
They need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called 
them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them pre-
cious and honored, and God loves them. 
1But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 



mine. 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the riv-
ers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the Lord your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in 
exchange for you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 
you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, 
for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will 
gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not 
withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the 
earth— 7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom 
I formed and made.” 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that 
was recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching 
of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of 
hands. 
 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come 
upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 
17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             ELW  p. 188 



GOSPEL LESSON                                                 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 3rd Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Bap-
tist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is com-
ing. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles 
the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 
 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire.”  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                        Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 



REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption  
as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of 
almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this  
day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s  
Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized         ELW #304 

 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Having been baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I ask you to 
profess your faith in Christ, reject sin and confess the faith of the church. I ask you 
to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 
P.  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 



C.  I renounce them. 
P.  Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C.   I renounce them. 
P.   Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C.   I renounce them. 
P.   Do you believe in God the Father? 
C.   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
P.   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C.   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P.   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C.   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
P.   You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in 
the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
C.  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
P. People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life 
in Christ? 



C. We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in 
your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the 
good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and ser-
vice, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, 
and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean wa-
ter for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will pro-
tect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or 
retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we 
will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or 
weakness. Comfort all who are in need. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly 
baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellow-
ship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have 
called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from 
fear. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 
+ THE MEAL + 

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-
try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
OFFERING HYMN     Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  ELW p. 184 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, 
C. Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our 

journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and pre-
pare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 191 

 
CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS     All Who Are Thirsty  Brown | Robertson 

   
   Spirit of Gentleness                 ELW # 396 



TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. We give thanks, gracious God, 
C. for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good 



news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of 
your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 
forever. 

C.   Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    Remember and Rejoice                      ELW #454 

DISMISSAL 
P. Go with Christ into a weary world.  Share the good news. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 



News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption 
as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of al-
mighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day 
the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Be-
loved, Jesus, in bread and wine.  
 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Sunday, January 9 —Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF) 
African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of Canter-
bury, in developing the church in England. He was director of a school at which 
church leaders were trained. 
 
Saturday, January 15 —Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 
1968 
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent 
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and re-
cipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated 
on April 4, 1968. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell), Henry Harms 

Verlene Urekar,  Jim Neal, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Jane Titone, Mark Shafer 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 
 



ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, JAN 9  In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
 
MONDAY, JAN 10  Property  Committee—6:00pm—via Zoom 
 
TUESDAY, JAN 11  Evangelism Committee—5:00pm—via Zoom   
 
SUNDAY, JAN 16  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 9: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Doug McFarlan 

Ushers: Abby Bretz & Andrea Berryman 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

 

 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Provided by the Kiel Family  

in celebration of  

Herb Kiel’s birthday. 

 
 

 

 








