Baptism of Our Lord
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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and
strengthens our call to discipleship.

MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE — "Let Us Break Bread Together", American folk melody, Edward Brough-
ton, arr., © 2000, Lorenz Publishing Co. Organist — Brenda Peck

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

2



Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters ELW #445
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.

2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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glo - ry, hon - or! With our lives
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liv-ing bread.
wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
and all its snares,
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God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.
by your Spir - it, chil - dren, heirs.
Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!

Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it,
one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing,
By your grace, our lives we of - fer
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow
after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar

story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It
remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life.



"In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a form-
less void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over
the face of the waters. “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. *God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 29 Read Responsively

"Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
“Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
“The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
“The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
°the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
“The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
“The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
'“The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
!0 LoRbD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.



SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but
had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptiz-
es them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.

"While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. “He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” “Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They an-
swered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repent-
ance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Je-
sus.” “On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. "When Paul
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues
and prophesied—’altogether there were about twelve of them.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
The holy gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom
the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. "And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jor-
dan, confessing their sins. “Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is
more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. °I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.” “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. '“And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heav-
ens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. ""And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

HYMN OF THE DAY This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now ELW #448
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This is  the Spir - it’'s en - try now: the wa - ter and the word,
This mir - a-cle of life re - born comes from the Lord of  breath;
Let wa - ter be the sa- cred sign that we must die each day

Re - new - ing Spir - it, hear our praise for your bap-tis - mal pow’r
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the cross of Je - sus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.
the sin - less one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.
to rise a-gain by his de-sign as  fol-1'wers of his way.
that wash-es us through all our days. Come,cleanse a - gain  this hour.

Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, b. 1933

Music: LAND OF REST, North American traditional
Text ©@ Thomas E. Herbranson, admin. Augsburg Fortress

APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

God of Grace,
receive our prayer.

THE SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

CHOIR ANTHEM — Come to the Water Anna Laura Page
© 2015 Lorenz Publishing Company

+ THE MEAL +

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of
Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly,
or direct deposit from your bank.

OFFERING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come! ELW #314
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey:

2 A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris - on door;

3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in  sor - row born,

4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo -ry of your God which shines on you to - day.

pro - claimthe cap-tive's lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.

bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck. b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, 800,442 3358
All rights reserved. Used by permission,
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One,
for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW P. 190
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho-ly Lord. God  of pow'r and might,
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.

LAMB OF GOD ELW P. 191
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MEr -y on us. Lamb  of God, you take a-waythe sin ol the

world; have mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God. you 1uke a-way the sin ol the
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waorld; grant us  peace, grant  us  peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION SONG/HYMNS All Who Are Thirsty Contemporary
Baptized and Set Free ELW #453

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

*+ bless you and remain with you always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW #543
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I “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins  for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much [ love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — "Joy, Joyful Joy", Robert W. Thygerson, © 2000, Lorenz Publishing Co.
Organist — Brenda Peck

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5B121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT

OUR RE-CREATION IN BAPTISM IS AN IMAGE OF THE GENESIS CREATION, WHERE THE
SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED OVER THE WATERS. BOTH MARK’S GOSPEL AND THE STORY IN
ACTS MAKE CLEAR THAT IT IS THE SPIRIT’'S MOVEMENT THAT DISTINGUISHES JESUS'
BAPTISM FROM JOHN’S. THE SPIRIT HAS COME UPON US AS UPON JESUS AND THE
EPHESIANS, CALLING US GOD’S BELOVED CHILDREN AND SETTING US ON JESUS’ MIS-
SION TO RE-CREATE THE WORLD IN THE IMAGE OF GOD’S VISION OF JUSTICE AND
PEACE.

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,
GENE WALKER, BILL SPINDEL

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please
fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-
7646. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an individual's permission to add their name.
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ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 7:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC
ASSISTING: ELIZABETH MITCHELL

USHERS: JOE HENKLE, LINDA SHUDROWITZ

CAMERA: MICHAEL HORN

POWERPOINT: VALERIE SPURGEON

MUSICIAN: BRENDA PECK

REFRESHMENTS:

FLOWERS:  VALERIE SPURGEON — IN HONOR OF NORM KOEFOED

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM
MONDAY, JANUARY 8 QUILTERS — 6:00PM

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10 LADIES OF PEACE BREAKFAST — 8:30AM
FAITH FORMATION — 5:30PM (ZOOM)
CHOIR PRACTICE — 7:00PM
THURSDAY, JANUARY 11 EVANGELISM/FAITH INNOVATION — 5:30PM
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM

' SUNDAY, JANUARY 2

8, 2024
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP STOCK OUR MICRO PANTRY: Items can be dropped off in the micro pantry
or in the church office. We could use more personal hygiene products and laundry
supplies, as well as food. Thank you to all who donate to this ministry!

ALTAR FLOWERS - If you would like to sponsor Altar Flowers in 2024, please sign up
in the Narthex or call Yvonne in the church office. 217-546-7646

REFRESHMENTS - If you would like to sponsor Refreshments in 2024, please sign up
in the Narthex or contact Linda Rice at 217-494-2658 or lricel0650@gmail.com.

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available in the Narthex.
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JANUARY 7 — FEBRUARY 1

2 cane of soup per week!
ALL PROCEEDS SUPPORT GRACE FOOD PANTRY

If you would like
a visit from
Pastor Mary or
you have a
pastoral
emergency,
please call
Pastor on her
cell phone at
920.671.4338.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE . TRUJH Asout il AMERICAN CHURCH'S
COMPLIEITY x RACISM

Sundays@6
THE CULDR 36 Adult Faith Formation
COMPROMISE

Beginning February 4
6 to 7 p.m. on Zoom

JEMAR TISBY
Y . LECRAE

For details, contact Debi and Pete Ellertsen
edmund.ellertsen85 @gmail.com 217-793-2587

VALENTINE BOXES

The Fellowship Committee will again be sending Valentine goody
boxes to college students and military personnel. We need
addresses by February 4. Boxes will be filled that Sunday and
mailed Monday, February 5. You can contact Linda Rice at 217-
494-2658 or Irice10650@gmail.com.

Wednesday, o e
January 10, 2024 e/}
8:30am !

w

\
@ A TIME OF FUN & FELLOWSHIP  ~
K ' :
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Peace Lutheran Church

2800 West Jefferson

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: 217-546-7646

E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net

DONATIONS OF BLANKETS AND STUFFED ANIMALS
BEING TAKEN THROUGH FEBRUARY.
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