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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We extend in the name of Christ, a welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.  
May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.  If you are 
seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no se-
crets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG        MORNING HAS BROKEN                                  ELW #556 
 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE           THIS IS THE FEAST         ELW P187 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting for-
giveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may 
find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING           Jerimiah 14:7-10, 19-22  

In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of 
their ancestors. They appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show forth God’s 
power, and to heal their land by sending life-giving rain. 

 7Although our iniquities testify against us, 
  act, O Lord, for your name’s sake; 
 our apostasies indeed are many, 
  and we have sinned against you. 
 8O hope of Israel, 
  its savior in time of trouble, 
 why should you be like a stranger in the land, 
  like a traveler turning aside for the night? 
 9Why should you be like someone confused, 
  like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? 
 Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us, 
  and we are called by your name; 
  do not forsake us! 
 
 10Thus says the Lord concerning this people: 
 Truly they have loved to wander, 
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  they have not restrained their feet; 
 therefore the Lord does not accept them, 
  now he will remember their iniquity 
  and punish their sins. 
 19Have you completely rejected Judah? 
  Does your heart loathe Zion? 
 Why have you struck us down 
  so that there is no healing for us? 
 We look for peace, but find no good; 
  for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 
 20We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord, 
  the iniquity of our ancestors, 
  for we have sinned against you. 
 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; 
  do not dishonor your glorious throne; 
  remember and do not break your covenant with us. 
 22Can any idols of the nations bring rain? 
  Or can the heavens give showers? 
 Is it not you, O Lord our God? 
  We set our hope on you, 
  for it is you who do all this. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 84:1-7 Read responsively 

  1How dear to me | is your dwelling, 
  O | Lord of hosts! 
 2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the Lord; 
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 
 3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may | lay 
her young, 
  by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king | and my God. 
 4Happy are they who dwell | in your house! 
  They will always be | praising you.  
 5Happy are the people whose strength | is in you, 
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  whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way. 
 6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs, 
  for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water. 
 7They will climb from | height to height, 
  and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion.  

 

SECOND READING              2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from 
one who faced death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the 
Lord, who stood by him and lent him strength. 
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure 
has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 
 16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be 
counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. 
So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    ELW P. 188 
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GOSPEL LESSON                   Luke 18:9-14 
 

P.  The holy gospel according to Luke the 18th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment 
rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted 
and the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled. 
9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were right-
eous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 
praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulter-
ers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 
13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 
beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man 
went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 

 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
At first glance, the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable seems to be doing everything right. He 
attends worship faithfully, he offers thankful prayers to God, he tithes 10 percent of his 
income, and he even fasts regularly. That’s an impressive list! However, it’s not the 
state of his spiritual habits that Jesus reproaches, but the state of his heart. The Phari-
see is diligent and observant, but he is putting trust in himself and his own piety rather 
than in God. 
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Martin Luther interpreted the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods be-
fore me” (Exodus 20:3), to mean that we should put our whole confidence in God 
alone, trusting in God above all else. Our hearts should cling to God, Luther said. When 
our hearts start clinging to other things, as the Pharisee’s did to his religious routine, 
we turn those things into idols. 

In one version of the communal confession we use in worship, we admit to God: “We 
have not loved you with our whole heart” (ELW, p. 95). Despite our best intentions, our 
hearts can become fractured, clinging to all kinds of things before they cling to God. 
Sometimes all that’s left for God is a tiny portion of our hearts. The words of the con-
fession reorient us by reminding us of our dependence on God and our need for God’s 
grace. We echo the prayer of the tax collector in Jesus’ parable: “God, be merciful to us 
sinners!” 

No matter how fractured our hearts become, though, God’s response to our prayers 
will always be the same. God overflows with mercy and compassion toward us. At the 
end of our confession, we receive the assurance of forgiveness in Christ. That good 
news is for everyone—Pharisees and tax collectors alike. We are all God’s beloved chil-
dren, freed and forgiven by the radical grace of God. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         GOD, WHEN HUMAN BONDS ARE BROKEN     ELW #603 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s crea-
tion. 

A brief silence. 

God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire your 
church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you extend to us. Hear us, 
O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. Pre-
serve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. Lead us 
to protect all living things. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families and na-
tions torn apart by violence and warfare. Unite all people toward common goals of 
reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your people 
filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are sick in body, 
mind, or spirit, we pray especially for those on our prayer list and those who have 
asked for our individual prayers. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make this con-
gregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter you in love 
and follow in your ways. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for all who have 
fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and now live with you. Hear us, 
O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.    And also with you. 
 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
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SOLO 
 

OFFERING HYMN  WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN         ELW #686 vv. 1,2,4 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A.   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

C.   Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
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Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW P. 190 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
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We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD                     ELW P. 191 
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COMMUNION HYMN(S)  CONTEMPORARY 
    LORD JESUS, THINK ON ME                       ELW #599 
     

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.    Let us pray. God of the abundant table, 
C.    you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Give us 
your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and  

 mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN              SEND US OUT                   
 
We have been called by the Lord.  We have been saved by the Word. 
Now let the Word be restored. Now let the Gospel be heard. 
 

Send us out to teach what God has done. 
Send us out to reach every single one. Send us out. Send us out. 
We who were bound by our shame, ruled by our fears within, 
stand and declare by the name freedom from all of our sin. 
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Send us out to teach what God has done. Send us out to reach every single one. 
Send us out. Send us out. 
 

Teach what God has done. Reach every single one. 
Teach what God has done. Reach every single one. 
 

Send us out to teach what God has done. 
Send us out to reach every single one. 
Send us out. 
Send us out. 
 
CCLI Song # 1790882 
© 1994 Dakota Road Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 502387 

 
DISMISSAL 
P.   Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
 

Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all 
around us. All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s peo-
ple shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this 
we worship and glorify God forever. 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 

Pete Ellertsen, Judy Barhoover, Larry Weyhrich, Harriett Barttell, Maureen Lober 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to 
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR 
call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 

http://www.ccli.com
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ZOOM MEETINGS / IN-PERSON EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     Little Lambs Faith Formation—10:30am 
     Young Disciples— “Faith to Go” 
     “Sundays @ 6”— Adult Faith Formation / Zoom 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26  Choir Rehearsal     
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     Wear Red for Reformation Sunday! 
     Little Lambs Faith Formation—10:30am 
     “Sundays @ 6”— Adult Faith Formation / Zoom 
     

 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 23 
Assisting Minister:  Holly Hansen   PowerPoint: Linda Rice 
Presiding: Rev. Mary Zupansic   Camera: Janet Kocis 
Preaching: Rev. Elise Rothfusz    Fellowship: Marilyn Henderson 
Ushers:  Elaine Urekar & Henry Harms   

 
 

   October 28—Barbara Espenschied 
   October 29—Andrea Berryman & Susan King 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to have 

the name of a loved one  

remembered on All 

Saints Sunday, please 

contact the church office 

217-546-7646. 
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CEREAL,CANS OF SOUP
GREEN BEANS, SPAGHETTI

PEANUT BUTTER, CANNED FRUIT

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Size Price  Qty 

7.5” $14.99  ___ 

8.5” $23.25  ___ 

10” $32.60  ___ 

Fill out this form and return it 

to the church office along with 

a check. Or, call the church 

office at 217-546-7646 to 

place your order. 
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DINNER CHURCH 
Saturday, 
November 5 @ 
5:00pm

We will 
remember the 
saints that have 
gone before us! 

Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 


