


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
In the waters of baptism, 
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
and we are a new creation. 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
flowing freely from your throne: 
through the earth, 
through the city, 
through every living thing. 
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. 
You open the gate of righteousness 
and we pass safely through. 
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
You call us forth and send us out. 
In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
You have become our salvation. 
Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 



Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   Thine Is the Glory         ELW # 376 



GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW P. 187 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded 

hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, 
and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 

 
+ WORD + 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32 
A reading from Acts. 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resur-
rection. His response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early 
church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
 

27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. 
The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach 
in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are 
determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles an-



swered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our 
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God 
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance 
to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”  
P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 118:14-29 
 14The Lord is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the Lord.  
 18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 20“This is the gate of the Lord; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 25Hosanna! O Lord, save us! 
  We pray to you, Lord, prosper our days!  
 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; 
  we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 27The Lord is God and has given us light. 



  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 
 28You are my God, and I will thank you; 
  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 29Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever.  
 
SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8 
 
A reading from Revelation. 
 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by 
a Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, 
the beginning, present, and end of all time. 
 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him 
who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are be-
fore his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us 
from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God 
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is 
coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and 
on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8“I am the 
Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  ELW p. 188 



 
GOSPEL LESSON                                                                     John 20:19-31 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus 
appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus 
pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not 
seen and yet believe.” 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was 
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again 
in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 



are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name. 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
In this post-resurrection account we find the disciples hiding in fear behind locked 
doors, in a self-imposed prison. There is no life there, only the fear of death. 
They’ve spent years watching and participating in the life-giving ministry of Je-
sus.  Now they hide and cling to what can hardly be called life. Then, right in the 
midst of their fear, Jesus brings peace and proof, life from death–not locks and 
doors. After Jesus breaths the Holy Spirit on them the disciples can no longer stay 
in locked rooms; they go out and share with others what they have seen and 
heard. 
 
A whole week goes by and they are again in the same house. BUT this time the 
doors are not locked. They are shut, but not locked. So, we could say they are 
making progress. Again, Jesus brings proof and peace, but this time it is for Thom-
as. Instead of rejecting him for not believing the other disciples, Jesus invites 
Thomas to touch his wounds.  And Thomas believes.  
 
John says Jesus did many other signs in front of the disciples which are not  
recorded.  Then he adds,  “…but  these are written in this book so that YOU may  
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may  
have  in his name.” The very words of this Gospel are written directly to YOU that  
you might be set free and have life in Jesus’ name. Jesus frees us from fear. He  
frees us from feeling like we missed out. Jesus makes us look around and figure  
out who is not in the room with us so that we can invite them in. 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY      O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing (vv 5,6,7,8)     ELW #386 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 
church, people in need, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness 
to go and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our 
salvation and life. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well 
with your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in 
the natural world. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compas-
sion. By your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are 
most in need. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Uphold your children who cry out to you. Wherever people are overcome by the 
fear of death, breathe into them your life and peace. We pray especially for those 
on our prayer list. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise. With joyful motion and 
sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as 
Lord and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 
+ THE MEAL + 

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church.  
We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit  
from you bank. 
 



OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful   ELW #184

       
OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Living God, 
C. you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 

and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and 
show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and be-
lieve in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord  Amen. 

 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P.   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.   The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, 
come. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 191 



CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS  Mighty To Save        Fielding|Morgan 
 
   We Walk by Faith   ELW # 635 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. We give thanks, generous God, 
C.   for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth where 
hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resur-



rection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
 
BLESSING 
P.   God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit 

of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C.   Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (vv 1,3,4,5)       ELW #377 



DISMISSAL 
P.   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C.   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P.   Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Be-
cause it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty 
days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will pro-
vide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to be-
lieve, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy com-
munion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.  

 
 
 
 



COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Monday, April 25 —Mark, Evangelist 
He was not numbered among the twelve apostles, yet Mark was probably a mem-
ber of the early church community. The gospel that bears his name is the shortest 
and most direct, and many scholars think it was the first to be written. 
 
Friday, April 29—Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380 
This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title 
"Doctor [teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her 
mystical visions as well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and im-
prisoned. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Kim Efird, Arlyn Lober 

Verlene Urekar, Maureen Lober,  
 Jim Titone, Judy Barhoover, Gary Wood, Margaret Wood, 

Jim Chelgren, Jane Titone, Art Longworth 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the 
prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must 
have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, APR 24  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45 p.m. 
    Book Study (Zoom) - 6:00pm 
 
WEDNESDAY, APR 27 Book Study—12:00pm—Fellowship Hall 
    Book Study (Zoom) - 5:30pm 
    Choir—7:00pm—Fellowship Hall 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 1  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Drive Thru Communion—11:00—11:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45pm 



 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF APRIL 24: 
Assisting Minister:  Becky Hendricks 

Ushers: Steve & Lois McConomy 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS THIS WEEK: 
Provided by Vernon & Betty Kleen  





BOOK STUDY 
In follow-up to the reflections that were part of our Lenten meditation, the Evan-
gelism Committee members invite you to join in the study of Kelly A. Fryer’s book 
“Reclaiming the ‘E’  Word - Waking Up to our Evangelical Identity.” The six week 
study will begin next week, with three different opportunities to participate: 
 

Sunday @ 6:00 p.m. starting April 24 via Zoom. Link below. 
 

Wednesday at noon starting April 27 at the church. Bring your lunch! 
 

Wednesday @ 5:30 p.m. starting April 27 via Zoom. Link below. 
 
It’s Spring and time to awaken ourselves! Please consider joining the discussion. If 
you have questions or need a book, please contact Elizabeth Mitchell, Linda Rice, 
or Lois Moorman. 




