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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping with   
us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.     
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN         PEOPLE LOOK EAST                  ELW #248    

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE &  
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH          ALL GLORY BE TO GOD      ELW p. 159 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace     
and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive 
your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C.   Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of 
Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian 
help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The proph-
et gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to 
the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to wea-
ry mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Im-
manuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 

P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19   Read Responsively 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 4O Lord| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
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  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 19Restore us, O Lord| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces 
himself as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is 
the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of 
faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gos-
pel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrec-
tion from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 
his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            ELW  p. 142 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 

P.  The holy gospel according to Matthew the 1st chapter. 

C.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-
begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which 
means “God saves.” 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with 
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
 

What did you dream about last night? Is there really any meaning in these vivid story-
lines that our brains assemble while we sleep? If you think dreams are essentially ran-
dom firings of our neurons, you might just laugh them off. If you think they do tap into 
something real, you might try to unpack them. But almost no one makes important life 
decisions based solely on their dreams, right? 

The stakes couldn’t have been higher for Joseph and his dream, in which an angel tells 
him about Mary’s unexpected pregnancy by the Holy Spirit. If he stays, he’s got a story to 
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tell that nobody is going to believe. But if he goes, if he “dismisses her quietly” as the 
gospel writer puts it, what’s going to happen to her? What’s going to happen to the 
baby? 

It might seem that a message in a dream would be the worst possible way to make a 
decision as consequential as this. But if the purpose of our dreams is to put us in touch 
with what we already know, if it’s to help us sort out our tangled-up emotions and give 
us some clarity, then perhaps a dream whose message is “Do not be afraid” is exactly 
what Joseph needs. 

The dream-angel, in quoting the prophet Isaiah, helps Joseph connect his present reali-
ty with God’s past faithfulness and promises. The angel reminds him that even in this 
terrifying situation, God is with him. We need such assurances as well when it feels like 
our world is falling apart: messengers to remind us who we really are and to whom we 
belong. Today we celebrate that Joseph trusted that message, and Mary before him. In 
them we see that God is faithful, and fear is cast out by the birth of this child. 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      O COME, O, COME, EMMANUEL            ELW #257 vs. 1-5 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns 
for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give dis-
cernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away our 
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fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of life. 
Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habi-
tats in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for 
all people. We pray for the work of international organizations that promote peace and 
human rights, especially Amnesty International. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, 
and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing 
hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. 
God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for gather-
ing us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. 
Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery. God, in your mer-
cy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. 
Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring us 
also into your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 

 

+ THE MEAL + 
 

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of 
Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly,  
or direct deposit from your bank. 
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OFFERING HYMN  CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART  ELW # 186 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A. Let us pray. Eternal God,  
C. you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive  
       these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your  
       mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through  
       Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  
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give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus  
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in right-
eousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 144 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD                      ELW p. 146 
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COMMUNION SONG/HYMNS CONTEMPORARY 
          WHAT FEAST OF LOVE    ELW # 487 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A.    Let us Pray, God for whom we wait, 
C. in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with  
      good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the  
      greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
P. God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace 

of  the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   ALL EARTH IS HOPEFUL                          ELW #266    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. 
The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Em-
manuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Em-
manuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the 
seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to cele-
brate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Judy Barhoover, Pete Ellertsen, Larry Weyhrich, Pamela Scott 

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to 
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR 
call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the Military will remain on the prayer list 
for two weeks unless otherwise notified.  (Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  
individual’s permission to add their name.) 

 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 
SUNDAY, DEC. 18  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Children’s Christmas Program During Worship 
MONDAY, DEC. 19  Stamp Club—6 –9 pm 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21 Choir Rehearsal—7:00pm 
SATURDAY, DEC. 24  In Person Worship/Livestream—5:00pm 
SUNDAY, DEC. 25  Christmas Day Worship—9:30am NO LIVESTREAM 
        

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 4: 
 

Presiding & Preaching: Rev. Mary E. Zupansic Camera: Janet Kocis 
Assisting Minister:  Becky Hendricks   PowerPoint:  Linda Rice 
Musician: Brenda Peck    Fellowship:  Evangelism/FI 
Ushers: Vern Kleen and Joe Henkle    
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 


