


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepara-
tion. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 



your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG O Tender God, Have Mercy   Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan 
 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us. 
O living Christ, have mercy, for you will heal us. 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us, 
For you are for us. 
 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us. 
O living Christ, have mercy, for you will heal us. 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us, 
For you are for us. 
 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us. 
O living Christ, have mercy, for you will heal us. 
O tender God, have mercy, for you are for us, 
For you are for us. 
 
© 2004 This Here Music (ASCAP) 
www.thisheremusic.com  www.worldmaking.net 
All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com  CCLI License #502387 
 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW P. 204 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, 
we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you 
alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 
The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this 
reading. This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered 
back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on 
behalf of Israel. 



1When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an in-
heritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of 
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place 
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the 
priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord 
your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to 
give us.” 4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down be-
fore the altar of the Lord your God, 5you shall make this response before the Lord 
your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and 
lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, 
mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by 
imposing hard labor on us, 7we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the 
Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The 
Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a 
terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9and he brought us into 
this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I 
bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.” You 
shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your 
God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, 
shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to 
your house. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
 1You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, 
  who abide in the shadow of the Almighty— 
 2you will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my stronghold,  
  my God in whom I put my trust.”  
 9Because you have made the Lord your refuge, 
  and the Most High your habitation, 
 10no evil will befall you, 
  nor shall affliction come near your dwelling. 
 11For God will give the angels charge over you, 
  to guard you in all your ways. 



 12Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
  lest you strike your foot against a stone.  
 13You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; 
  you will trample down the lion and the serpent. 
 14I will deliver those who cling to me; 
  I will uphold them, because they know my name. 
 15They will call me, and I will answer them; 
  I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them. 
 16With long life will I satisfy them, 
  and show them my salvation.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13 
 
A reading from Romans. 
 
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confes-
sion of faith in the risen Christ as Lord. 
 
8b“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith 
that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and be-
lieve in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one 
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and 
so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            (Sung to the tune of Canticle of the Turning) 
 

“Return to me,” so Says Our God. 
“Return with broken heart.  

Your sins, your guilt, your fears, your tears, will not keep us apart. 
I am slow to anger, full of love, for sinners great and small. 

Return to me with arms outstretched, I welcome one and all.” 



GOSPEL LESSON                                                                 Luke 4:1-13 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 4th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. 
Through his responses to the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to 
be called “the Son of God.” 
 

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 
in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate noth-
ing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The dev-
il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 
bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ”  
5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this author-
ity; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you, then, 
will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is written,  ‘Worship 
the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 
 9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 
10for it is written,  ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 
11and  ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot 
against a stone.’ ” 
12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an oppor-
tune time. 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus “has been tempted in all things as we 
are, yet without sin.” Well, of course, we might think. He was God. How hard can 
it be for God to resist temptation? But look carefully at the Gospel passage. 
 



First, Jesus has been fasting for 40 days. His body is weak and desperately hungry. 
Second, he has been led by the Holy Spirit, who so gloriously filled him at his bap-
tism, into the desolate wilderness. During all this time, he has no human compa-
ny, no outside comfort or help. And then Satan shows up. 
 
So, what does Jesus do? Does he suddenly surround himself with blinding light 
and literally tell the Devil to go to hell? No, he uses only the resources we have: 
the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
“Cool,” thinks Satan, “This is going to be a piece of cake. Let’s start with hunger, 
the greatest human need. Turn the stones to bread. You have the right to a little 
comfort. Go ahead! Do it!” 
 
Jesus responds, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 
“Okay, how about this. See all those kingdoms down there? Why settle for tiny 
little Israel? Worship me, and the right to rule it all will be yours! 
 
“It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” 
Satan is nearly at the end of his rope. “Hmmm. ‘It is written…’ Aha! If he can 
quote scripture, so can I! Hey, Jesus, do you really think this whole humility thing 
is going to get anybody’s attention? You need to show off who you really are. 
Jump off the temple roof! After all it is written…” 
“Do not put the Lord your God to the test!” 
 
And that’s it. Satan could not get Jesus to claim his rights as God or use his heav-
enly power for himself. Jesus wins, not by claiming his rights, but by humbling 
himself, limiting himself, completely identifying with human beings. 
 
Americans consider our rights sacred and so they are. But following the example  
of our Lord Jesus is more sacred yet. The day may come when you will have to  
give up some of your rights, as Jesus did, to serve others. Ask him to help you  
practice humility now, and you will have the same strength he had when the time  
comes. 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY       Bless Now, O God, the Journey             ELW #326 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that your people 
learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are tempt-
ed to believe lies about themselves or others. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and all plant 
and animal species that call them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers who 
work the land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and government 
officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion to 
deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or contend-
ing with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia. Command 
your angels concerning all who are sick. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



We pray for this assembly. Bless those who prepare the table for our communion 
celebration. Accompany those who share the bounty of this meal with those who 
are homebound or hospitalized. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give thanks for those who have died. Gather them with all the saints into your 
heavenly dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all who call upon 
your name are saved. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church.  
We  gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit  
from your bank. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  Create in Me a Clean Heart        ELW #186 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Extravagant God, 
C. you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your 

feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer 
here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P.   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Je-
sus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 
the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 144 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled. 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 146 

CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS Forty Days         Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
 
    Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer   ELW # 618 

 
 



TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let Us Pray. Blessed Jesus, 
C. in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P. You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for 

the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day 
and always. 

C.   Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   O Lord, throughout These Forty Days           ELW #319 



DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to 
the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart 
and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temp-
tation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. 
It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, 
in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us.  
 



COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Monday, March 7 —Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, 
died 202 
Vibia Perpetua, a noblewoman, and Felicity, an enslaved woman, were catechu-
mens at Carthage, northern Africa. They, with four other catechumens, had defied 
the Roman emperor who had forbidden conversions to Christianity, and were put 
to death in the amphitheater. 
 
Thursday, March 10—Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; re-
newers of society 
Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery until 
the institution was abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was Isabella, 
was freed after slavery was abolished, and discerned a call to be a preacher. Tak-
ing the name Sojourner Truth, she set out on an evangelistic journey, where peo-
ple found her testimony to be deeply moving. 
 
Saturday, March 12 - Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 
Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the 
city of Rome. Giving this up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He 
influenced public worship through the establishment of a lectionary and prayers 
to correlate with the readings. Gregorian chant is named in his honor. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
  Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Kim Efird, Henry Harms 

Verlene Urekar, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Jane Titone,  
Peg Kastner, Jim Titone, Judy Barhoover, Kim Efrid, Gary Wood, Margaret Wood 

 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the 
prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 



 
ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 

 

SUNDAY, MAR 6  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Drive Thru Communion— 11-11:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45 p.m. 

 

MONDAY, MARCH 7  Property Committee (Zoom) - 6:00pm 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8  Evangelism Committee (Zoom) - 5:00pm 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 6  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
 

 
 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF MARCH 6: 
Assisting Minister:  Doug McFarlan 

Ushers: Andrea Berryman & Linda Shudrowitz 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS THIS WEEK: 
For the Glory of God 










