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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and 
strengthens our call to discipleship. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC (See Page 19) 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN                    O Come, All Ye Faithful                      ELW #283   
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
Waiting, watching, hoping against hope, the faithful have looked and  
longed for a Savior. 
We wait for the light that will break the darkness. 
 

Wrapped up in our own lives, in our own struggles, consumed with our own 
desires and our own sins, still our hope was in God. 
He shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
Prince of Peace. 
 

At long last, all generations cry out, “For unto us a child is born.” 
Glory to God in the Highest! 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                   Angels We Have Heard on High                    ELW #289  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in 
the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of 
a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and 
righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this! 
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 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
Word of God. Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM   What a Wonderful Child 
     © MMVI by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. 
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SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Conse-
quently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our 
Savior’s final appearance. 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifesta-
tion of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself 
for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (v. 2 & 3)             ELW #288  
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GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 2:1-20  

                        
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!”  15When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treas-
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ured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glori-
fying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                 Reverend Mary E. Zupansic 
 

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                       O Little Town of Bethlehem                   ELW #279 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayres for our-
selves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 
 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

+ THE MEAL + 
 

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of 
Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, 
or direct deposit from your bank. 
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OFFERING HYMN     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow      ELW #885 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our God thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visi-
ble, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join in their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                           ELW p.190 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy God, 
Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 
 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest!  Come to the table of peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                             ELW P. 191 
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SOLO      O Holy Night    Adam Miller 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  It Came upon the Midnight Clear       ELW #282 

 
TABLE BLESSING  
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE       Go Tell It on the Mountain (v.1 & 3)           ELW #290  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered 
us in joy, send us forth as messengers of peace. Make shine with the good news of 
your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF INDIVIDUAL CANDLES  
AND READING FROM SCRIPTURE 
 
Scripture is read from the Book of Genesis and the 
Gospel of John. Individual candles are lit during the 
reading.  
AFTER the reading of scripture—all join in singing 
“Silent  Night”. 
 
HYMN                   Silent Night                     ELW #281 
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BLESSING 
God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth,  
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts,  
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                          Joy to the World                      ELW #267 

 
 



17 

 

 
DISMISSAL  
Christ the Savior is born!  
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE — "For Unto Us a Child is Born".  George Frederick Handel, Mark Hayes, 
arr., © 2001 Word Music, LLC 
                    Brenda Peck, piano -Jeremy Peck, trumpet - Mike Barker, drums 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts 
are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 

IN WINTER’S DEEPEST NIGHT, WE WELCOME THE LIGHT OF THE CHRIST CHILD. ISAIAH DE-
CLARES THAT THE LIGHT OF THE LONG-PROMISED KING WILL ILLUMINE THE WORLD AND 
BRING ENDLESS PEACE AND JUSTICE. PAUL REMINDS US THAT THE GRACE OF GOD THROUGH 
JESUS CHRIST BRINGS SALVATION TO ALL PEOPLE. THE ANGELS DECLARE THAT JESUS’ BIRTH 
IS GOOD AND JOYFUL NEWS FOR EVERYONE, INCLUDING LOWLY SHEPHERDS. FILLED WITH 
THE LIGHT THAT SHINES IN OUR LIVES, WE GO FORTH TO SHARE THE LIGHT OF CHRIST WITH 

THE WHOLE WORLD. 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,  
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,  

GENE WALKER, MARK HENDERSON, BILL SPINDEL 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to 
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR 
call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individu-
al’s permission to add their name. 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 24: 
 

PRESIDING AND PREACHING:  PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC   
ASSISTING:  LOIS MOORMAN 
USHERS:  ELIZABETH MITCHELL, CHERYL SCHNIRRING 
CAMERA:  AMANDA KIM    
POWERPOINT:  VALERIE SPURGEON 
MUSICIAN:  BRENDA PECK   
REFRESHMENTS:  EVANGELISM COMMITTEE, PAULA TONELLATO 
FLOWERS:  ELAINE UREKAR —  IN MEMORY OF HER MOM VERLENE,  DAD JOSEPH, & BROTHER 
FLORIJAN DURING THIS BLESSED SEASON OF JOY & HOPE 

 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 NO MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE    
   CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE — 4:30PM 
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED DECEMBER 25 AND 26 IN OBSERVANCE OF CHRISTMAS 
NO CHOIR PRACTICE THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM 
    DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, DECEMBER 24 
 

  

1. Coventry Carol   Jean Tweet & Andy Spiro 
       Craig Duncan, © 1996 By Mel Bay Publications, Inc., Pacific, Mo 63069 
 
2. In The Bleak Midwinter  Jean Tweet & Andy Spiro 
       Craig Duncan, © 1996 By Mel Bay Publications, Inc., Pacific, Mo 63069 
 
3. Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine Jean Tweet & Andy Spiro 
       Craig Duncan, © 1996 By Mel Bay Publications, Inc., Pacific, Mo 63069 
 
4. Gesu’ Bambino   Brenda Peck & Jean Tweet 
       Pietro A. Yon Arr. Bill Wolaver, © 1998 Word Music 
 
5. Mary, Did You Know?  Patti Christell & Brenda Peck 
       Jack Schrader, © 1991 and this Arr. 1998 by Word Music 
 
6. Do You Hear What I Hear? Adam Miller  
       © MCMLXII, Regent Music Corporation 
 
7.    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Jean Tweet & Andy Spiro 

Craig Duncan, © 1996 By Mel Bay Publications, Inc., Pacific, Mo 63069 
 

8.    The First Nowell   Jean Tweet & Andy Spiro 
Craig Duncan, © 1996 By Mel Bay Publications, Inc., Pacific, Mo 63069 
 

9.    The Angels Came to Sing  Patti Christell & Brenda Peck 
 Sally DeFord – www.defordmusic.com 
 

10.   Carol of the Bells   Brenda Peck 
  Leontovich, arr. Hark Hayes, © 1936 by Carl Fischer, Inc. 

http://www.defordmusic.com
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 


