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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping with   
us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.    
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no se-
crets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                 LET THE WHOLE CREATION CRY   ELW #876 
 

 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
P.     In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C.     Lord, have mercy. 
P.     For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C.     Lord, have mercy. 
P.     For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
        and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C.     Lord, have mercy. 
P.   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
        let us pray to the Lord. 
C.     Lord, have mercy. 
P.     Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C.     Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW P. 139 
P. Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Let us pray. O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving 
       care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors  
       with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C.    Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:9-14 

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the cove-
nant God made with their ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for 
obedience. God’s commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in 
the people’s hearts. 

9The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in 
the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the 
Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your 
ancestors, 10when you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and 
decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul. 
 11Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for 
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you, nor is it too far away. 12It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to 
heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 13Neither is it 
beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, 
and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 14No, the word is very near to 
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 25:1-10 Read responsively 

 
1To | you, O Lord, 

  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- 
 ness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.  
   

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:1-14 

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. 
The first part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that 
mark this community, including a prayer for strength and courage. 
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1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
 2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

 
 3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for 
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the 
saints, 5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope be-
fore in the word of the truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit 
and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from 
the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7This you learned from 
Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 
8and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
 9For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding, 10so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 
11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving 
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  ELW p. 142 
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GOSPEL LESSON                  Luke 10:25-37 

P.    The holy gospel according to Luke the 10th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. 
He tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts 
while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy. 
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to in-
herit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 
 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw 
him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having 
poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatev-
er more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
Who do you identify with in the parable? This is part of what makes parables so power-
ful. Some days we read the story through the eyes of the priest or the Levite. Some 
days we feel like the Samaritan. And then there are those days when we are the man in 
the ditch. Some days you are the windshield and some days you are the bug, as the 
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saying goes. 

It is easy to miss the shocking nature of this parable if we start to think that this story 
only teaches us to imitate the Samaritan. The parable says so much more about God, 
our relationship to God, and the lengths to which God will go to reach out to us. 

Through the image of the Samaritan, Jesus lifts up a surprising rescuer as an image of 
the God who relentlessly cares for those in need. Could it be that we are meant to 
identify not with the Samaritan or even the lawyer to whom Jesus speaks the parable, 
but rather with the man who is hopeless and left for dead? Could it be that Christ is the 
good Samaritan who embraces us with the tender compassion of God? 

All of the sudden the parable is turned on its head. Jesus is not just giving us a comfort 
able morality tale reminding us to be nice, helpful, generous people. Instead Jesus is 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom. God’s grace comes to us through the cross. 
God’s grace comes to us even—and especially—when we are at our worst, when we 
struggle in the depths and cry out for help. Even when we cannot or will not cry out, 
mercy and grace come into our lives through Jesus. So whether you are on the road or 
in the ditch, Jesus even now is coming for you. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        O CHRIST, YOUR HEART, COMPASIONATE      ELW #722 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

Good and gracious God, you have placed your word of love in the heart of your church. 
Fill your church with compassion, that we bear the fruit of your healing mercy to a bro-
ken world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You created the earth with seeds sprouting up to new life. We pray for the flourishing 
of fruit trees and orchards, vines and bushes. Prosper the work of those who plant, 
tend, harvest, and gather. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Show us your ways and teach us your paths of justice and love. Raise up community 
and national leaders to challenge and dismantle societal structures that perpetuate 
ethnic, racial, and religious profiling and discrimination. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Come near to all in need. Orchestrate kindness in the face of cruelty, hope where 
there is despair, love in the face of neglect, comfort where there is death, and healing 
in illness. We pray especially for those on our prayer list. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn this community toward neighbors in need. Bring aid and support to those who 
are poor, beaten down, abused, forgotten, silenced, or avoided. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the saints who revealed your love and mercy in this life. Inspired by 
their witness, strengthen us to live in hope. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust 
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 

Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful     ELW #184  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A.   Let us pray. God of abundance: 
C. you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, 
       strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
       in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 144 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 

LAMB OF GOD                      ELW p. 146 
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COMMUNION HYMN(S)  LOVE THE LORD  CONTEMPORARY 
   LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE         ELW #712  
TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C.    Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE           ELW #207 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A.  Life-giving God, 
C.   through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 
       Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come   
       to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P.   The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 
       and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN       THE SPIRIT SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE     ELW #551 

DISMISSAL 
P.   Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to reflect 
God’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most profound ex-
pression in the “gospel that has come to you”—namely the life, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the font, at the ta-
ble, and from the pulpit. It is very near to you.  
 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 

Monday, July 11, 2022 
Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in 

Rome, he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of monks 
around him. He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and 

adapted by others. 
 

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 
Tuesday, July 12, 2022 

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First 
World War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship 
principles, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Verlene Urekar, Judy Barhoover, Donna Lane, Jim Harris 

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net 
OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 

 
ZOOM MEETINGS / IN-PERSON EVENTS THIS WEEK 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 10  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     

SUNDAY, JULY 17  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
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ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JULY 10 
Assisting Minister:  Amanda Kim 

Ushers:  Elain Urekar & Lois Moorman 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 
Counters: Susan Krause & Linda Shudrowitz 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS PLACED BY 
In Celebration of Ron & Susan Krause’s  

42nd Wedding Anniversary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BIRTHDADYS 

July 10 
Benjamin Garrett 

July 11 
Kim Efird 
July 12 

Cheryl Schnirring 
July 13 

Lucas Roach 
July 15 

Spencer Kim 
Ron Moorman 

July 16 
Marilyn Henderson 

Susan Krause 

 



20 

 

 
Peace Lutheran’s online adult faith formation group “Sundays@6” will discuss Kelly Fryer’s 
Reclaiming the ‘L’ Word: Renewing the Church from its Lutheran Core in July and August. Ses-
sions will be over Zoom from 6 to 7 p.m. beginning July 10. All members and friends of the 
congregation, and anyone else who might be interested in a lively presentation of law and gos-
pel, are warmly invited. 
  
Sundays@6 has been meeting since January. After participating in the Evangelism/Faithful In-
novations book study on Fryer’s “Reclaiming the ‘E’ Word” in the spring, members of the 
group voted to follow up with another of Fryer’s books.  
  
In a publisher’s blurb Fryer says Reclaiming the ‘L’ Word “is intended to help us answer central 
questions: Who are we? What DOES it mean to be a Lutheran today, anyway? And, why does 
it matter?" The book can be ordered from Augsburg Fortress Press for $14.99 at https://
www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9780806645964/Reclaiming-the-L-Word, and 88 
used and 30 new copies are available from $1.22 on up at Amazon. 
  
For more information, contact Debi and Pete Ellertsen, co-facilitators, by email at 
edumnd.ellertsen85@gmail.com or telephone at 217-793-2587. 
    

Sundays@6
Adult Faith Formation

Beginning July 10

6 to 7 p.m. on Zoom

For details contact

Debi and Pete Ellersten

Edmund.ellertsen85@gmail.com

Or 217-793-2587

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9780806645964/Reclaiming-the-L-Word
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9780806645964/Reclaiming-the-L-Word
mailto:edumnd.ellertsen85@gmail.com
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PEACE LUTHERAN
has an immediate 

opening for an
Office manager/

Financial secretary
Hours: 9a.m. – 2:30p.m.

Monday thru Friday

Competitive Wages

Contact Pastor Mary @ 920-671-4338

HELP US KEEP 
OUR

MICROPANTRY
STOCKED

Non-perishables 
may be put directly in the 
pantry or dropped off in 

the church office.



22 

 



23 

 



24 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 


