Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 28, 2024
Peace Lutheran Church
ELCA




WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Whether you are joining us in-person or on-line we are blessed to have you worship-
ping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further encourages and
strengthens our call to discipleship.

MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy. We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE — "Padre Nuestro" (Our Father), based on Catalan folk carol, James South-
bridge, © 2009, Lorenz Publishing Co. Organist — Brenda Peck

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
creator of darkness and light,

word of truth,

wind sweeping over the waters.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another

and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit
dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.

Restore us,

that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.



The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
God has spoken:

The time of grace is now.

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

You are God’s beloved.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW #886
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW P.187
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is
broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law
for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Mo-
ses assures the people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who
will proclaim the divine word.



[Moses said:] "The LoRD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. “This is what you requested of the
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If | hear the voice
of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, | will die.” ''Then the
LoRD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. °l will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that | command. "’Anyone who does not
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accounta-
ble. “’But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to
speak in my name a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that
prophet shall die.”

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 111 Read Responsively

"Hallelujah! | will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,

in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

‘Great are your works, O LORD,
pondered by all who delight in them.

*Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.

“You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.

“You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.

°You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.

"The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.

“They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.

“You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.



'“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ
as license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other,
impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their be-
havior does not cause another to sin.

"Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. “Anyone who claims to know something does
not yet have the necessary knowledge; “but anyone who loves God is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” "Indeed, even though there may be
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—
°yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we
exist.

"It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. *“Food will not bring us close to
God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. “But take care
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
'“For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might
they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sac-
rificed to idols? "'So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are
destroyed. '“But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. “Therefore, if food is a cause of
their falling, | will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28

The holy gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize
Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave
and people are amazed at his authority.

“'[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered
the synagogue and taught.”’They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them
as one having authority, and not as the scribes. ““Just then there was in their syna-
gogue a man with an unclean spirit, ““and he cried out, “What have you to do with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of
God.” “’But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” °And the un-
clean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. *’They were
all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” “’At once his
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
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The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC

HYMN OF THE DAY Rise, Shine, You People! ELW #665
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wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus’ glo - 1y
Spir - it calls from ev-’ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Music: WOJTKIEWIECZ, Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. admin. Augsburg Fortress.



APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

God of Grace,
receive our prayer.

THE SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

CHOIR ANTHEM — | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Mark Hayes
Trumpet — Jeremy Peck
© 1970 and this Arr. 2017 Celebration — 2017 Hope Publishing Co.
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+ THE MEAL +

OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of
Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly,
or direct deposit from your bank.

OFFERING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come! ELW #314
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’'s call o - bey;

2 A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris - on door;

3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in  sor - row born,

4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day.

pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.

bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck. b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, 800.442.3358
All rights reserved. Used by permission

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One,
for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.

LAMB OF GOD ELW P. 191
Oul -
- PR I o —— W et ST ) ]
[WF AN b I L I [ 7] || ] | ] ] T ] I a_y ]
oyt I 5 / e & r R — —+
T i P I I
- [ _J bl [ _J
Lamb of God, you tlake a-way the sin of the world; have
O u J—
[ TR I I T —
o« a4 T W — I ] f —
oy I s - - i = E— -
mer - ¢y on us. Lamb  of God, you take a-way the sin ol the
4 —
[ LIV I I M| [ | il | ' ] 1]
o4 I —— — — T NN I T W — 1
1T I S— — e S Y S Y Y 20 K
world; have mer - cy on us, Lamb of God, you 1ake a-way the sin of the
04t . —
S T e — |
HeD ! H r I ]r » L S S - ) |
waorld; grant us  peace, grant  us  peace, Lamb of God.

14



COMMUNION SONG/HYMNS Word of God Speak Video Song
Healer of Our Every Il ELW #612

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

*+ bless you and remain with you always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior ELW #655
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2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who, throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in  sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry. 1855-1932
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE — "Toccata in G Major", Lani Smith, © 2000, Lorenz Publishing Co.

Organist — Brenda Peck
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Divi-

sion of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of Amer-
ica. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT

IN DEUTERONOMY GOD PROMISES TO RAISE UP A PROPHET LIKE MOSES, WHO WILL
SPEAK FOR GOD; IN PSALM 111 GOD SHOWS THE PEOPLE THE POWER OF GOD’S
WORKS. FOR THE CHURCH THESE ARE WAYS OF POINTING TO THE UNIQUE AUTHORITY
PEOPLE SENSED IN JESUS’ ACTIONS AND WORDS. WE ENCOUNTER THAT AUTHORITY IN
GOD’S WORD, AROUND WHICH WE GATHER, THE WORD THAT PREVAILS OVER ANY
LESSER SPIRIT THAT WOULD CLAIM POWER OVER US, FREEING US TO FOLLOW JESUS.
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THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS:

PETE ELLERTSEN, DEBI ELLERTSEN, PAULA TONELLATO,
NORM KOEFOED, IVY KOEFOED, RON WEBER,
GENE WALKER, BILL SPINDEL, NANCY KIEL, RAY STROH,
PAT SHAFER, VALERIE SPURGEON, DIANE CHRISTELL

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to our list, please
fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-
7646. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an individual’s permission to add their name.

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 28:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: PASTOR MARY E. ZUPANSIC

ASSISTING: AMANDA KIM

USHERS: ANDREA BERRYMAN, VERN KLEEN

CAMERA: MIKE HORN POWERPOINT: CARTER KIM
MUSICIAN: BRENDA PECK

REFRESHMENTS: MARILYN HENDERSON

FLOWERS: ELAINE UREKAR — IN HONOR OF HER MOTHER’S BIRTHDAY

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
ANNUAL MEETING FOLLOWING WORSHIP
FAITH FORMATION — 10:45AM

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31 CHOIR PRACTICE — 7:00PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 IN PERSON WORSHIP/LIVESTREAM — 9:30AM
YOUTH TO ASSIST IN WORSHIP
DWELLING IN THE WORD — 10:45AM

ANNUAL
MEETING

Ao b adbd MOl
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 2024
IMMEDIATELY AFTER WORSHIP
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

OF CARING
JANUARY 7 — FEBRUARY M

2 cane of soup per week!
ALL PROCEEDS SUPPORT GRACE FOOD PANTRY

Sundays@6
Adult Faith Formation
wCOLOR -
Begins February 4
COMPROMISE 6107 p.m.

For details, contact Debi and Pete Ellertsen
nd.ell mail m
217-793-2587

JEMAR TISBY
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FEBRUARY M

SIMPLE SERVICE WITH
IMPOSITION OF ASHES
AT 1215 P.M.

FULL SERVICE WITH
HoLY COMMUNION
AND IMPOSITION OF
ASHES AT 6:30 P.M.

FOR YOU ARE DUST,
AND TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN
GENESIS 319

MIDWEEK L[anN[R CHURCH

Lent is a time of grace, a
time to convert and live

out okl baptlsm fully

“,PL; Tv necis

GROWING IN BAPTISMAL GRAGE

During the season of Lent all are invited to Dinner Church on Wednesday evenings.
Dinner church is a type of worship that involves fellowship, a meal, scripture, discus-
sion, and Holy Communion. Pope Francis has said, “Lent is a time of grace, a time to
convert and live out our baptism fully.” Each week we will consider a facet of Baptism.
There will be opportunity to discuss the significance of this sacrament as well as a
hands-on activity each week. Join us as we dive deeper into our baptisms and learn
how we can live out our baptisms more fully!

Worship/Meal begins at 5:30p.m. February 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

VALENTINES BOXES

For College Students
and Military Members

Addresses needed by
February 4

Contact Linda Rice

The Fellowship Committee will again be sending Valentine goody boxes to college stu-
dents and military personnel. We need addresses by February 4. Boxes will be filled
that Sunday and mailed Monday, February 5. You can contact Linda Rice at 217-494-
2658 or Irice10650@gmail.com.
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WE ARE COLL[CTING N[W BOOKS EOR

BLACKNAWK SCHOOL.
SEE NYCU EOR A LIST OF
PR[F[RR[D BO0KS—
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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REFRESHMENTS

SPONSORS NEEDED FOR
REFRESHMENTS AFTER
WORSHIP FOR 2024

If interested, please sign up
in the Narthex or contact
Linda Rice at 217-494-2658
or Irice10650@gmail.com

ALTAR FLOWERS
Sponsors needed for
2024! Sign up in the
Narthex, or call Yvonne
in the church office to
pick your date! $35.00
217-546-7646
SEVERAL DATES STILL
AVAILABLE

We still need sponsors for February 4, March 3 and March 31 and there
are still several dates for July — December.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP US

MICRO
PANTRY
STORAGE
SHELVES

OATMEAL, CEREAL AND PANCAKE MIX

PASTA SAUCE IN PLASTIC CONTAINERS

PASTA

PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY IN PLASTIC CONTAINERS
BROTH

INSTANT POTATOES

CRACKERS

SOUPS

TUNA IN A POUCH INSTEAD OF A CAN

NOODLE SIDES

STUFFING MIX

CEREAL BARS, GRANOLA BARS, TRAIL MIX AND NUTS
COFFEE

PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS

LAUNDRY DETERGENT

THANK YOU FOR BEING A NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBORS!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274

Sunday, January 28, 2024

One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, Aquinas
worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of the
Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter.

Presentation of Our Lord

Friday, February 2, 2024

Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in
the temple in accordance with Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an
aged priest who offered the song "Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace," as
well as by the prophet Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel.

Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865

Saturday, February 3, 2024

A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany
where he was named bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for poor peo-
ple.

If you would like
a visit from
Pastor Mary or
you have a
pastoral
emergency,
please call
Pastor on her
cell phone at
920.671.4338.
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Peace Lutheran Church

2800 West Jefferson

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: 217-546-7646

E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net

DONATIONS OF BLANKETS AND STUFFED ANIMALS
BEING TAKEN THROUGH FEBRUARY.
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