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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
We extend in the name of Christ, a welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.  
May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.  If you are 
seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 
 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   GATHER US IN               ELW #532 
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GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  YOURS, LORD, IS THE GLORY         ELW #849 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give 
us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 
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+ WORD + 

FIRST READING               Proverbs 25:6-7 

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wis-
dom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily 
life. Today’s reading is about humility. 

 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
  or stand in the place of the great; 
 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
 
P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 112  Read responsively 

  1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord 
  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
  the generation of the upright | will be blessed.  
 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
  and their righteousness will | last forever. 
 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
 5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
 6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.  
 7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord. 
 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 
   they will hold up their | head with honor. 
 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away; 
  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.  
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SECOND READING                   Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a 
holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ. 

1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by do-
ing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are 
in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as 
though you yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and 
let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 
5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for 
he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6So we can say with confidence,  
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the out-
come of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise 
to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and 
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  ELW p. 205 
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GOSPEL LESSON               Luke 14:1, 7-14 
P.  The holy gospel according to Luke the 14th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to 
teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an 
appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in need. 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat 
a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 
8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the 
place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your 
host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person 
your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But when 
you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he 
may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of 
all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a din-
ner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in 
case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous.” 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
 

Jesus teaches his followers that social norms and expectations no longer apply in the 
dinner parties he offers. Tradition in Jesus’ time said that the honorable sat in places of 
esteem at a dinner. The lowly were crowded down at the other end. This form of shar-
ing a meal reinforced the social patterns of giving honor to the wealthy and powerful 
and shaming those who were poor and outcast. Jesus will have none of this. 
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The legends of King Arthur say he gathered the knights of the kingdom at a round ta-
ble. A round table has no head seat of honor and therefore no lowly seat of shame. Ar-
thur did this to help preserve peace in the kingdom. He brought together knights from 
many regions speaking different languages. Some of them were former enemies now 
reconciled. Some came to Great Britain from as far away as Africa and the Middle East. 
The round table created a space of equality. This equality supported peace and recon-
ciliation. 

Jesus critiques the social norms of his day and ours. He instructs his followers to host 
dinner parties that honor those dishonored in the community and that humble those 
who are privileged. The spirit of his teaching is similar to Arthur’s round table: when 
we gather people together, we do so with a deep sense of equality among persons. In 
the church, this equality is rooted in God’s grace that welcomes all to the table. 

One of the most profound ways the church witnesses to and enacts the gospel is to 
gather around dinner tables, sacred tables, public and private tables, giving everyone a 
place of honor. Sometimes this means simply including those who have been excluded. 
Sometimes it means giving voice to those usually silenced. Always it means generously 
feeding and nourishing bodies and minds in the name of Christ. It is a gift to be a com-
munity that enjoys fellowship at the round table of Christ. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY       AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE                   ELW #522 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and bishops who 
serve and teach your people. Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation that reaches 
ever outward. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for 
the beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and 
deserts . Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those who 
pursue justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants and refugees 
and all who are persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who live in 
isolation or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who 
are sick or grieving, we pray especially for those on our prayer list. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, and youth 
ministry directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our witness to invite others to 
the table. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For all the saints who confessed God’s name we give thanks. May we cling to the prom-
ise of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever. Merciful 
God, 

receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your stead-
fast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.   Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
 

OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful         ELW #184 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A.   Let us pray. God of abundance: 
C. you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, 
       strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
       in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
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 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 

LAMB OF GOD                     ELW p. 208 

COMMUNION HYMN(S) THE TABLE                     CONTEMPORARY 
    ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY                   ELW #461 
     

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A.  Life-giving God, 
C.   through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 
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       Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come   
       to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 

P.   The God of peace God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 
       and show you the path of life this day and always. 
C. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN              LET THE WHOLE CREATION CRY                   ELW #876 
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DISMISSAL 
P.   Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism 
we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, hu-
mility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.  

 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, died 430 
Sunday, August 28, 2022 
Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of the Western church. A native of North 
Africa, he recovered from a debauched young adulthood through the influence of his 
mother, Monica, and Bishop Ambrose of Milan. Besides writing influential theological 
books, he served as bishop of Hippo, in present-day Algeria. 
 

Moses the Black, monk, martyr, died around 400 
Sunday, August 28, 2022 
Converted from life as a thief and a robber to Christianity, Moses was an Ethiopian who 
became a desert monk at Skete. The change in his heart and life had a profound impact 
on his native country. He was murdered when Berber bandits attacked his monastery. 
 

Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of the church, died 1872 
Friday, September 2, 2022 
Grundtvig was, with Søren Kierkegaard, one of the two great Danish theologians of the 
nineteenth century. As a pastor, he battled the prevalent idea that Christianity was 
more a philosophy than divine revelation. He wrote over a thousand hymns. 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Judy Barhoover, Art Longworth 

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added to 
our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR 
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call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 
 

ZOOM MEETINGS / IN-PERSON EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Drive Thru Communion—11:00-11:30am 
     

 

 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 28 
Assisting Minister:  Elizabeth Mitchell 
Ushers:  Cathy Smith & Vern Kleen 
Video:  Linda Rice 
Camera: Janet Kocis 
Presiding & Preaching: Pr. Mary Zupansic 
Musician: Brenda Peck 
Fellowship Host: Doris Nobels 
Counters: Mike Barker & Ron Krause 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS PLACED  
To the Glory of God 
 

BIRTHDADYS 
September 3—Fred Rice 

Our thoughts & prayers go out to 
Elaine Urekar at the passing of her 

mother, Verlene Urekar.

Visitation @ Peace Lutheran

Friday, August 26, 4-7pm

Funeral Service @ Peace Lutheran

Saturday, August 27, 10am

Eternal rest grant her, O Lord; and let 
perpetual light shine upon her.
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BACK TO
SCHOOL

BLESSING
Sunday, 

August 28

PEACE LUTHERAN
has an immediate 

opening for an
Office manager/

Financial secretary
Hours: 9a.m. – 2:30p.m.

Monday thru Friday

Competitive Wages

Contact Pastor Mary @ 920-671-4338

Sundays@6
Adult Faith Formation

Beginning September 18

6 to 7 p.m. on Zoom

For details contact

Debi and Pete Ellersten

Edmund.ellertsen85@gmail.com

Or 217-793-2587
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Items for Meal Kits: 

20 cans canned chicken 

10 cans canned tuna 

10 boxes macaroni and cheese 

20 cans cream of mushroom soup 

10 cans chili 

10 1lb boxes spaghetti 

10 small Containers grated parmesan cheese 

10 cans cream of chicken soup 

10 boxes Chicken Helper Tetrazzini mix 

10 cans chicken a la king 

10 small pckg Bisquick buttermilk biscuit mix 

10 cans tamales 

10 cans refried beans 

10 packages microwavable Spanish rice 

PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS: 

 

Shampoo 

Toothpaste 

Bars of Soap 

Toilet Paper 

Boxes of Tampons or Pads 

Laundry Detergent 

Dish Soap 

Medical-grade or N95 face masks 

OTHER: 

Small bag or individual cans of pet food 
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2800 West Jefferson 
Springfield, IL  62702 
Phone: 217-546-7646 
E-mail: peace.lutheran@comcast.net 


