


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and 
encourage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and ser-
vice. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us, 
redeems us, 
and calls us by name. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your glory 
when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word 
when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality 
to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
in the glory of your Son born among us, 
and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 
Rejoice in this good news: 



In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
You are descendants of the Most High, 
adopted into the household of Christ, 
and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness      ELW #843 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 



Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                    ELW P. 187 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory 

and led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and sal-
vation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our 
life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:1-5 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political 
troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be re-
stored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
and the people are called to the celebration. 
 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until 
her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall 
be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be a 
crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your 



God. 4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be 
termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Mar-
ried; for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. 5For as a young 
man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bride-
groom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 36:5-10 
 5Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, 
  and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 6Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great 
deep; 
  you save humankind and animals, O Lord.  
 7How priceless is your love, O God! 
  All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
 8They feast upon the abundance of your house; 
  you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 9For with you is the well of life, 
  and in your light we see light. 
 10Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, 
  and your favor to those who are true of heart.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their 
spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured 
community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their 
mission together. 
 

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be unin-
formed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray 
to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say 



“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 
7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds 
of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by 
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             ELW  p. 188 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                            John 2:1-11 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ 
signs. Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative 
power and joyful presence into the world. 
 

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When 
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Je-
sus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now 
standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And 
they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take 
it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10and said to 
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus 
did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his dis-
ciples believed in him. 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
John’s Gospel is quite a bit different from the other stories of Jesus’ life and death. 
Instead of starting with a story about Jesus’ birth featuring the shepherds and 
kings and angels, John’s Gospel starts with a prologue pointing to Jesus as the 
“Word” and “true light.” John’s gospel is written so that we might see God at work 
in the life of Jesus and that we might see how Jesus’ life always points to grace 
and truth (John 1:14).   
 
It is not a surprise, then, that early in John’s Gospel we see what grace looks like 
through Jesus’ eyes. Following the baptism of John in John 1:1:29-34 and the call-
ing of the disciples (John 1:35-50), Jesus joins the community of Cana in cele-
brating a wedding. Weddings were weeklong events in Jesus’ time – more like a 



festival than a one-day celebration. Families and friends gathered and there was 
always a clear hierarchy – the invited and excluded, the servants and the guests, 
the haves and the have-nots. 
 
During the party, something terribly embarrassing happened for the wedding 
hosts: the wine ran out! But Jesus was at the party and took this moment to illus-
trate the all-encompassing grace of God. Jesus takes something ordinary, water 
used for ceremonial washing, and turns it into something extraordinary – the fin-
est of wines. Everyone in attendance got to revel in this glimpse of the extrava-
gance of God’s kingdom.  
 
The gospel writer then tells us that this is the first of the signs (John 2:11) which 
will show Jesus’ glory and draw others into the kingdom. Throughout John’s gos-
pel, we  find these signs that point us to how God’s ways are different from the 
world’s ways.  
 
From this story alone, we see that Jesus values hospitality (providing for others),  
dignity (saving the hosts from embarrassment), and abundance (we are intended  
not just to survive but to enjoy life with one another!)  Just as the Christmas lights  
we see in our communities can feel a bit extravagant, the grace of Jesus makes us  
feel that same sense of hope, joy, and light for the world. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      Jesus Come! For We Invite You (to the tune of ELW 275)  ELW #312 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy. 
Unite those who profess your name across congregations, denominations, and ge-
ographic boundaries. Open our hearts to recognize and celebrate surprising mira-
cles. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, or-
chard-keepers, ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect 
food and water sources from destruction, that all can eat and drink and be satis-
fied. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold 
leadership positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate deci-
sions that build up safe and just communities. Lead all authorities in seeking and 
serving the common good. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of heal-
ing for those in need this day. We pray especially for those on our prayer list. Pro-
vide abundantly for all who are hungry or thirsty, all seeking shelter, and all who 
seek peace. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with 
self-worth, wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. Remind 
us that nothing can separate us from your love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 



You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. We 
give thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled the way 
of courageous faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
OFFERING HYMN     Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  ELW p. 184 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, 
C. Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our 

journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and pre-
pare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 



his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 191 

 
CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS     Our God  Tomlin|Reeves|Ridman 
 
  What Feast of Love                ELW # 487 

   



 
  Eat This Bread Jesus Christ, Bread of Life  ELW # 472 

 



TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let Us Pray. We give thanks, gracious God, 
C. for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good 

news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of 
your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 
forever. 

C.   Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    Be Thou My Vision                       ELW #793 



DISMISSAL 
P. Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to 
us as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ 
baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as 
those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are 
gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and 
see.  

 
COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Monday, January 17 —Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356 
One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable 
inheritance and became a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks 
who devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and labor. 



Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346 
Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit 
(a solitary monk) and organized others into a religious community. His rule for 
monasteries influenced later ones in both the Eastern and Western churches. 
 
Tuesday, January 18 —Confession of Peter 
Today the church remembers the apostle Peter's great acknowledgement of Jesus 
as "the Christ, the Son of the living God." This festival serves as a fitting beginning 
to the week in which we particularly pray that all Christians might be united in 
faith and witness. 
 
Wednesday, January 19—Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, died 1156 
When Erik, King of Sweden, determined to invade Finland for the purpose of con-
verting the people there to Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is recognized 
as the patron saint of Finland. 
 
Friday, January 21—Agnes, martyr, died around 304 
Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The details of her martyrdom 
are not clear, but she gave witness to her faith and was put to death as a result, 
most likely by the sword. The church has honored her as one of the chief martyrs 
of her time. 

 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell), Henry Harms 

Verlene Urekar,  Jim Neal, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Jane Titone, Mark Shafer 
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their 
name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 



ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, JAN 16  In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
 
MONDAY, JAN 17 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED—MLK DAY 
   
SUNDAY, JAN 23  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 16: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Cathy Smith 

Ushers: Linda Shudrowitz and Joe Henkle 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

 

 

 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Provided by the Cathy 

Smith in memory of her 

husband, Jack Smith 








