


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepara-
tion. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 



your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG    Kyrie       ELW p. 203 

 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                  ELW P. 204 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace 

us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, 
and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.   Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12 
 
A reading from Joshua. 
 
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead 
of the miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites sym-
bolically bring their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 
 

9The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10While the Israelites were 
camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of 
the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very 
day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The 
manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no 
longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 



P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 32 
 1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is put away! 
 2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
 3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
  because of my groaning all day long. 
 4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the 
       guilt of my sin. 
 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.  
 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
  I will guide you with my eye. 
 9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
 10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is trans-
formed into newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled 
with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the 
city of Corinth. 



16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So 
we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we en-
treat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            (Sung to the tune of Canticle of the Turning) 
 

“Return to me,” so Says Our God. 
“Return with broken heart.  

Your sins, your guilt, your fears, your tears, will not keep us apart. 
I am slow to anger, full of love, for sinners great and small. 

Return to me with arms outstretched, I welcome one and all.” 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                                                            Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 15th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has 
spurned it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis 
for an older brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in 
the father’s home. 
 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man 
who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between 



them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a dis-
tant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he 
had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he 
began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him any-
thing. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get 
up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But 
the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it 
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 25“Now his elder 
son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard mu-
sic and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He 
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because 
he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go 
in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, 
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have nev-
er disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, 
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for 
him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours 
was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
 



REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
In this text we hear about things lost and then found. Jesus tells us several para-
bles, stories which help us understand a lesson. The three stories in Luke 15 focus 
on a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost son—all lost and all found at a cost. We 
often call the third story the parable of the prodigal son.  Prodigal means one who 
spends or gives lavishly or foolishly. 
 
The father has two sons, the younger one asks for his inheritance, goes away from 
home, and spends it all.  The older son stays and works hard on the farm. One day 
the younger son comes home poor, planning to beg forgiveness and ask that he be 
treated as a servant.  But the father sees him coming and runs to greet him.  He 
gives him a robe and plans a large feast to welcome him home. The older son is 
angry with his father, feeling this is unfair, as he has been working this whole time, 
while his younger brother spent his inheritance. 
 
The father responds that everything he owns has been available to his older son  
all along.  He invites his angry son to let go of his bitterness and embrace the  
celebration.  “This is your brother,” the father says; “he was lost and dead, but  
now he’s home!  Don’t sulk in the darkness. Come in, join the party, and rejoice! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       Our Father, We Have Wandered         ELW #606 



 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound wel-



come. Lead your church to be a community marked by forgiveness, hospitality, 
and celebration. Send us to transform a world plagued by fear and condemnation. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire creation. Equip 
farmers and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall 
and abundant sunshine. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that ex-
perience conflict. Act quickly to bring an end to war. Foster a spirit of collabora-
tion among political rivals. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among family 
members. Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers for those 
who are sick or grieving. We pray especially for those on our prayer list and all 
who have asked for our prayer. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bring an end to 
hunger in our community and around the world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who have died, 
confident that steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them in your love until we 
are gathered at your heavenly banquet. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 



THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church.  
We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit  
from you bank. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  Create in Me a Clean Heart        ELW #186 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Extravagant God, 
C. you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your 

feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer 
here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P.   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 144 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 



our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 



     on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 146 

 
CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS   Amazing Grace (My Chains are gone) Chris Tomlin 

     



   For the Bread Which You Have Broken  ELW # 494 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Blessed Jesus, 
C. in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P. You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for 

the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day 
and always. 

C.   Amen. 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing      ELW #807 

 
DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised Stand-
ard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 



News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are for-
given, and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the right-
eousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the for-
giveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the 
father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven 
for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!  
 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Tuesday, March 29 —Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824 
Hauge was a layperson who wished to revitalize the church in Norway. As a result 
of a mystical experience, he felt called to preach. Many professionals in the 
church feared his motives and influence, and he was imprisoned for leading unau-
thorized gatherings. 
Thursday, March 31—John Donne, poet, died 1631 
After finishing his education at Oxford University, Donne seemed headed for a ca-
reer in the English public service. But a series of circumstances led him into the 
ordained ministry. He is well known as a writer of both secular and sacred poetry. 
 
 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Kim Efird, Henry Harms, Jill Blackburn 

Verlene Urekar, Dale Kruckeberg, Joe O'Brien , Maureen Lober, Dee Sandstrom 
Peg Kastner, Jim Titone, Judy Barhoover, Gary Wood, Margaret Wood 

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the 
prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their 
name.  

 



ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, MAR 27 In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45 p.m. 
 
 

SUNDAY, APR 3  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Drive Thru Communion—11:00-11:30am 
    Adult Faith Formation (Zoom) - 5:45pm 
 

 
 
 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF MARCH 27: 
Assisting Minister:  Lois Moorman 

Ushers: Ron and Susan Krause 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS THIS WEEK: 
Provided by F. Gilbert Kean and Family to the Glory of God and  

in memory of Helen M Kean on her birthday. 

 



Update to Peace COVID policies--  
 
At its monthly meeting this week the Church Council agreed on the following up-
dates to our COVID-19 related policies:  
 
- Effective immediately, wearing masks inside the building is optional for those 
who are vaccinated, but we ask that unvaccinated persons continue to wear 
masks.  We also recognize that some vaccinated persons may prefer to continue 
wearing a mask, and they are certainly welcome and encouraged to do so.  
 
- Fellowship time after worship will resume under the direction of our Fellowship 
Committee.  
 
- Beginning April 1, church and outside groups may use the building for meetings 
and various events with reservations made with the church office.  Groups may 
bring in their own food and drink, but the kitchen will remain closed at least until 
we fill our current vacancy for a custodian.  Groups using the building will be given 
a cleaning checklist to complete after their meetings.  

 
 











Peace Lutheran 

Church has a PT  

Custodian position 

open. 10-15 hours per 

week. Please contact 

the church office at 

217-546-7646. 


