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WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We extend in the name of Christ, a welcome to all who are worshipping with us today.  
May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and fellowship.  If you are 
seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and encour-
age all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no se-
crets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG       WHEN IN OUR MUSIC GOD IS GLORIFIED                       ELW #851 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE           THIS IS THE FEAST         ELW P187 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P. Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 
strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 
neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING                Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet 
to lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly 
remain indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 
 2O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 
 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4So the law becomes slack 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous— 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 
 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2Then the Lord answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
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  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come, it will not delay. 
 4Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faith. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 37:1-9 Read responsively 

  1Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
 2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
  and like the green grass | fade away. 
 3Put your trust in the Lord| and do good; 
  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
 4Take delight | in the Lord, 
  who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  
 5Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust | in the Lord, 
  and see what | God will do. 
 6The Lord will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
 7Be still before the Lord and wait | patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil 
schemes. 
 8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 
 9For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the Lord shall pos- | sess the land.  

 
SECOND READING   SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of 
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hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is en-
couraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus, 
 2To Timothy, my beloved child:  
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, 
I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is 
within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cow-
ardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us 
and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own 
purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 
10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this 
gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I 
suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, 
and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 
13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and 
love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 

P.   Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    ELW P. 188 
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GOSPEL LESSON                   Luke 17:5-10 
 

P.  The holy gospel according to Luke the 16th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the 
duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose ac-
tions are responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward. 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith 
the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and plant-
ed in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 
8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve 
me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for do-
ing what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were or-
dered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have 
done!’ ” 
 

P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 

 

REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
 

“Increase our faith!” cry the disciples in today’s gospel (Luke 17:5). Maybe you have 
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come to worship with the same hope. Our world and lives are full of challenges that 
constantly test our limits—the limits of our patience, our love, our hope, our capacity 
for justice and mercy. Wouldn’t it be nice to have as much of those things as possible? 
Wouldn’t that allow us to fix this broken world? 

But Jesus’ response is exactly the opposite—when it comes to faith, he tells his disci-
ples to think small—like the size of a minuscule mustard seed. While that may not 
sound like enough, it will be if we can let go of thinking we are in control. The power of 
faith, Jesus tells us, does not come from the quantity we possess; it comes from placing 
our trust in the one who possesses everything. 

If our trust shifts from God to ourselves, no amount of faith will ever be enough. God 
did not make us to be masters, so when we place ourselves in that position, anxiety 
and overwhelm are sure to follow. Instead, Christ calls us to be servants of an abun-
dance that we will never possess or control. This is the abundance of God’s kingdom—
where faith, hope, and love exist without limit. Even the smallest amount of trust in 
this abundance is enough because it pins our hearts and hopes on the one who is truly 
in control. 

The things this assembly of faith-seekers will offer one another today are small, but 
with just a mustard seed of faith they can be so much more. Here, simple human 
words can become the vessels of the divine Word, bringing healing and transformation 
to our lives. Here, drops of water can wash away sins and create heirs to God’s king-
dom. Here, bread and wine can become the food that offers us life everlasting through 
Christ’s victory over death. 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       WE WALK BY FAITH           ELW #635 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve following the ex-
ample of Christ (rostered and lay leaders may be named). Help them to live by faith 
and walk by the light of your gospel. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster, relieve those affected by floods, 
wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-
discipline in all things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and 
protect those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick . We pray especially for those on 
our prayer list and all who have asked for our individual prayers. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire 
councils, committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know 
your love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died. Bring 
us all to eternal life with you. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

 

Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 
 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. We 
gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Service, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from you 
bank. 
 
 
 

OFFERING HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful         ELW #184 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A.   Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
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C.   you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our 
hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and pre-
pare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Lift up your hearts. 
C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW P. 190 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
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 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                     ELW P. 191 
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COMMUNION HYMN(S)    CONTEMPORARY SONG 
    AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT                                    ELW #465 
     

TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.    Let us pray. O God, 
C.    we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of 
your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away 
as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

BLESSING 
P. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and  

 mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN        BUILD US UP, LORD                                  ELW #670 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
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P.   Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
C.   Thanks be to God.  
 

Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S TEXT 
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of 
faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the 
life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word 
read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiv-
ing. 
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COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226 
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve 
poor people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on 
poverty and the task of preaching "using words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of 
gratitude for all of God's creation. 

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864 
Tuesday, October 4, 2022 
Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among Luther-
ans. He was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The mother-
house he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many around the world to take 
up this ministry. 

William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536 
Thursday, October 6, 2022 
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into Eng-
lish. He was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He 
completed the New Testament in 1525, but before he could finish the Old Testament, 
he was tried for heresy and burned at the stake. 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787 
Friday, October 7, 2022 
Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could 
take charge and unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organiz-
ing the American Lutherans. Among other accomplishments, his liturgical principles 
became the basis for the Common Service of 1888. 

 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Walter Hoyt, Judy Barhoover, Harriett Bartell, Pete Ellertsen  

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to peace.lutheran@comcast.net 
OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Names will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless 
otherwise notified. Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission 
to add their name. 
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ZOOM MEETINGS / IN-PERSON EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Drive Thru Communion—11:00am 
    Little Lambs Faith Formation—10:30am 
    Sundays @ 6 Adult Faith Formation—6:00pm (Zoom) 
TUES., OCTOBER 4  Community Service Committee—5:30pm (Zoom) 
WED., OCTOBER 5  Choir Practice—7:00pm (Fellowship Hall) 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
    Little Lambs Faith Formation—10:30am 
    Young Disciples Faith Formation—10:30am 
    Sundays @ 6 Adult Faith Formation—6:00pm (Zoom) 

 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 2 
Assisting Minister:  Elizabeth Mitchell 
Ushers:  Ron & Susan Krause 
Presiding & Preaching: Rev. Mary Zupansic 
Video:  Linda Rice 
Camera: Janet Kocis 
Fellowship: Susan & Ron Krause 
Counters: Linda Shudrowitz & Linda Rice 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS PLACED BY 
To the Glory of God 
 

BIRTHDADYS 
October 6—Casey Newbanks, Linda Rice 
October 8—Brenda Peck 

 

 HIGHWAY CLEANUP 
Saturday, October 15 

@ 9a.m. 
 

Meet at church. Trash bags, reflective 
vests and grabbers provided. 

 

Everyone is welcome! 
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